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Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 


PREFACE 

All praise is for Allah, Sustainer of the worlds, and 
peace and blessings be on the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad 
(Sallaho Alehe Wa Alehe Wassalam), his progeny, his 
companions and his family. 

No words are adequate enough to express my true sense 
of gratitude to my Allah to give me an opportunity to compile 
this book and especially to give me a “Chance” to complete it 
in the first Ten Days (In Arabic Term, Ashra) of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

Here is the outcome of my earnest labour of many 
Months.... And of my many restless nights!!! 

Allah Says in the Holy Quran, in Surah As-Saff, Verse 

No 8, 

They intend to put out the light of Allah (Le. the 
Religion of Islam, This Qur'an, and Prophet 
Muhammad Sal-Allaahu 'alayhe Wa Sallam) with 
their mouths. But Allah will complete his light even 
though the disbelievers hate (it). 

Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said, 
"The Last Day will not come until ISLAM has entered into 
every home on earth." 

Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, is also 
reported to have said: 

"Every child is born on the "fitrah" (natural 
inclination) of ''Islam" (surrender, submission and 
peace to the Creator on His Terms). And it is his 
parents who raise him up to be Jews, Christians or 
fire worshippers." 

Many people are interested to know why so many 
people are turning to Islam and how it has become the world's 
fastest growing religion in the world today, being only second 
to Christianity. 
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Since September 11th, in the midst of all of the 
negative propaganda and bad press against the Muslims, the 
world has seen a huge increase in the interest of people 
wanting to know about Islam and at the same time a marked 
increase in the "dawah" (invitation) to Islam on the part of the 
Muslims around the world. During this period, unfortunately 
almost every single book was written either by a non-Muslim 
or authors from the various deviant sects of Muslims. So the 
people were still not getting the real message of the true Islam. 
Allah says in the Holy Quran, in Surah, Al- Imran verse 

no, 19 

“Truly, the Religion with Allah is Islam ” 

He also says in Surah, Al- Imran verse no, 110 
You [true believers In Islamic Monotheism, and real 
followers of Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah 
(legal ways, etc.)] are the best of peoples ever raised 
up for mankind; You Enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (Le. Islamic 
Monotheism and All that Islam has ordained) and 
forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and All that 
Islam has forbidden), and You believe In Allah. 

How very lucky are the people like Shaikh Yusuf or 
Shaikh Abdur Raheem Green, who from within their Holy 

Scripture Discovered the truth that. Truly, the Religion 

with Allah is Islam ” They had been there to have a 
comparative study of almost all the major religions of the 
world But they discovered Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon 
him, in their Holy Bible and now they are always found 
proving themselves to be “the best of peoples ever raised up 
for mankind”. They are always there to Enjoin Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. 
Islamic Monotheism and All that Islam has ordained) and 
forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and All that Islam has 

forbidden), .... This very act of them itself is a proof that . 

They believe In Allah... They know the value of Islam. 

Before compiling this very book, I had already 
translated into Urdu all the lectures of Shaikh Abdur Raheem 
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Green, “The Proof That Islam Is The Truth”, delivered on 
Peace TV Channel. His father was agnostic and his mother a 
devout Roman Catholic, and as a result, Green was raised in 
the Roman Catholic faith from a young age. 

He also practiced Buddhism for nearly three years, though 
never formally embraced it. In 1987, Green first became 
interested in Islam, picking up his first copy of the Qur'an. 
Green embraced Islam in 1988, and has been a Dawah 
practitioner ever since. This Translation is also compiled in the 
form of Book, named ( in Urdu). Bey Shak Islam Hi Deen-e- 
Barhaq and it is also published by “ Shakreen.” 

Strangely enough, Abdur Raheem Green is from catholic 
background but not only from the Holy Bible but also from 
different sources and facts he has presented before the whole 
world a “ The Proof That Islam Is The Truth.” 

History tells us clearly that many of the Jews and 
Christians of earlier time recognized God’s Messenger, upon 
him be peace and blessings. As stated in the Qur’an, They 
recognize him as they recognize their sons (al-Baqara, 
2 . 146 ). After his conversion, ‘Umar asked ‘Adbullah ibn 
Salam if he had recognized God’s Messenger. ‘I recognized 
him’, Ibn Salam answered and added, ‘ I may doubt my 
children - my wife might have deceived me; but I have no 
doubt about God’s Messenger being the Last Prophet. ’ 

Especially the Jews in Madina were awaiting the 
coming of a Prophet and expected that he would appear in 
Madina. Whenever a conflict appeared between them and the 
Arab people of Madina - the Aws and Hajrac tribes - they 
threatened them that they would destroy them when the 
Prophet appeared. However, although they recognized the 
Prophet Muhammad (Sallaho Alehe Wa Alehe Wassalam) as 
they recognized their sons, they rejected him only because he 
did not belong to their tribe: 

The conversion of Salman al-Farisi 

The Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, 
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was one who had been sought for centuries. Salman al-Farisi 
was one of those seekers. Originally he was a Magian, a fire 
worshipper. However, he was inwardly burning to find the 
eternal truth, and left home. Before embracing Islam, he had 
worked for several Christian monks, the last of whom advised 
Salman on his deathbed: 

Son, there is nobody left to whom I can commend you. 
But according to what we read in our books, the Last Prophet 
is about to appear. He will come with the pure creed of 
Abraham and will appear in the place to which Abraham 
migrated. Nevertheless, he will immigrate to another place and 
settle there. There are explicit signs of his Prophethood. For 
example, he will not eat of charity, but will accept gifts, and 
the seal of Prophethood will be between his two shoulders. 

Now, let us leave it to Salman himself to narrate the 
rest of his story: 

I joined a caravan heading for the place that the late 
monk had mentioned. When we arrived at Wadi al-Qura’, they 
sold me to a Jew as a slave. When I saw gardens of date palms, 
I thought that that place would be where the Prophet would 
emigrate. While I was working there, another Jew from Banu 
Qurayza bought me and took me to Madina. I began working 
in the Jew’s date palm garden. There was no news yet of God’s 
Messenger, upon him be peace and blessings. However, one 
day I happened to be harvesting dates in a tree when a cousin 
of my Jewish owner came up hurriedly. He said to the Jew in 
anger: ‘Damn it all! All the people are flocking to Quba(The 
first Mosque in Islam built in A1 Madina after the emigrated of 
the prophet to it ). A man from Makka, who claims 
Prophethood, has come, and they imagine him to be a real 
Prophet.’ 

I began to tremble with excitement. I climbed down 
from the tree and asked the man: ‘What are you talking about?’ 
My owner saw my excitement and slapped me on the face with 
the back of his hand, saying: ‘It does not concern you, mind 
your own business!’ 
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On the same day, as the sun set, I went to him in Quba 
and presented to him as alms the food that I had brought with 
me. God’s Messenger did not himself touch it, but said to those 
around him, ‘Help yourself to this’. ‘This is the first sign,’ I 
told myself. 

On another occasion, I presented something, but this 
time as a gift. He accepted it and ate it with his Companions. 
‘This is the second sign,’ I told myself. 

Once, after one of his Companions passed away, I 
attended the funeral, and I came close to God’s Messenger in 
the cemetery. After greeting him, I stood behind him in the 
hope of seeing the seal of Prophethood. His shoulders were 
bare. The seal was just as the monk had de-scribed it. I 
couldn’t help kissing it in tears and I told him my story. He 
was very pleased and wanted also his Companions to hear my 
story. (IbnHisham, Sira, 1.228-34) 

According to the Islamic sources, Waraka was an 
Ebionite priest living in Mecca, and one who had made 
detailed studies of the Gospels and the Old Testament 
scriptures. Muslim tradition maintains that Waraka was one of 
the believers in the Age of Ignorance, meaning that he was a 
believer before the prophecy of Muhammad. Waraka would 
frequently contemplate and pray at the Kaaba and began to 
read the Biblical texts in their original language and even 
learned to read Hebrew. Around this time, Waraka, with 
another member of his tribe, is said to have found Muhammad 
as a young infant and immediately returned him to Abdul 
Muttalib, which has been interpreted to be a foreshadowing to 
his acceptance of Muhammad’s prophecy. As Muhammad 
grew in age, Waraka's knowledge of the sacred scriptures 
increased. Several years later, when told of Muhammad's first 
revelation (which is understood to be Sura 96: 1-5), Waraka 
recognized his call to prophecy as authentic and tradition 
recounts Waraka saying: "There has come to Him the greatest 
Law that came to Moses; surely He is the Prophet of the 
people". 

Respected and Dear Readers!!! 
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The Creed of Islam is given to us in a nutshell from 

Qur'an: 

Say O Muslims, "We believe in Allah, and the 
revelation given to us, and to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob, 
and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus and that 
given to (all) Prophets from their Lord: We make no 
difference between one and another of them: And we bow to 
Allah (in Islam). " (Qur'an, Al-Baqarah 2:136) 

The Muslim position is clear. The Muslim does not 
claim to have a religion peculiar to himself. Islam is not a sect 
or an ethnic religion. In its view all Religions are one, for the 
Truth is one. 

He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion 
(Islam) which He ordained for Nuh (Noah), and that which 
We have inspired in you (O Muhammad SAW), and that 
which We ordained for Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses) 
and Tesa (Jesus) saying you should establish religion (Le. to 
do what it orders you to do practically), and make no 
divisions in it (religion) (Le. various sects in religion). 
Intolerable for the Mushrikun, is that to which you (O 
Muhammad SAW) call them. Allah chooses for Himself 
whom He wills, and guides unto Himself who turns to Him in 
repentance and in obedience. (Qur'an 42:13). 

It was the truth taught by all the inspired Books. In 
essence it amounts to a consciousness of the Will and Plan of 
God and a joyful submission to that Will and Plan. If anyone 
wants a religion other than that, he is false to his own nature, as 
he is false to God's Will and Plan. Such a one cannot expect 
guidance, for he has deliberately renounced guidance. 

How very strange it is that people like Shaikh Yusuf or 
Shaikh Abdur Raheem Green have understood the message of 
the Holy Quran in true sense of the words but we... so called 
Muslims. !!!!! 

O You who believe! Enter perfectly In Islam (by 
obeying All the rules and regulations of the Islamic religion) 
and follow not the footsteps of Shaitan (Satan). Verily! He is 
to You a plain enemy (2/208).... 
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And again in the light of the teachings of Quran and 
Sunnah they are found curious to say, 

"O people of the Book Come to common terms as 
between us and you: that we worship none but Allah; that we 
associate no partners with Him; that we erect not, from 
among ourselves, lords and patrons other than Allah." If 
then they turn back, Say: "Bear witness that we (at least) are 
Muslims (bowing to Allah's Will). " (Qur'an, Al-'Imran 3:64 
They are always sincerely found to preach the Islamic 
Monotheism, Oneness of Allah 

“And the Jews say: ’Uzair (Ezra) is the son of Allah, 
and the Christians say: Messiah is the son of Allah. That is a 
saying from their mouths. They imitate the saying of the 
disbelievers of old. Allah’s Curse be on them. How they are 
deluded away from the truth! 

They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their 
monks to be their lords besides Allah (by obeying them In 
things which they made lawful or unlawful according to their 
own desires without being ordered by Allah), and (They also 
took as their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary), while they 
(Jews and Christians) were commanded [in the Taurat (Torah) 
and the Injeel (Gospel)) to Worship none but one Ilah (God - 
Allah) La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the Right to be worshipped 
but He). Praise and Glory be to him, (Far above is He) from 
having the partners they associate (with Him)." 9/30-31 

Whereas, we people, who are born in Muslim families 
have truly become the embodiment of the teachings of the 
Holy Quran, 

O You who believe! Why do You Say that which You 
do not do? 

Most hateful it is with Allah that You Say that which 
You do not do. (61/2-3) 

Eagerly waiting for your response, 

KAZIM HUSSAIN KAZMl, 

Of Soon Valley, Angah, Khushab, Pakistan. 
Kazim_hussain880@yahoo.com 
’ 03008800807 
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HOW A PREACHER OR PRIEST IN 
CHRISTIANITY CAN EVER GO TO ISLAM 


Many people ask me how a preacher or priest in 
Christianity can ever go to Islam, especially considering all the 
negative things that we hear about Islam and Muslims every 
day. Some people are simply curious, while others take a 
profound exception to my "conversion" to Islam. Some have 
asked how I could have turned my back on Jesus, or if I truly 
understood the Holy Ghost and some even questioned whether 
or not I considered myself as "born again" or had ever really 
been saved at all. These are good questions to which I will 
offer answers to at the end of this writing. I would like to thank 
everyone for their interest and offer my humble story, God 
Willing. 

One very nice Christian gentleman asked me in email 
why and how I left Christianity for Islam. This is more or less a 
copy of the letter I sent to him. 

Introduction: 

My name is Yusuf Estes now, but in years past my 
friends used to call me Skip. I have preached Christianity and 
worked in the entertainment and music industry since I was a 
boy in the 1950’s. My father and I have established music 
stores, TV and radio programs and outdoor entertainment for 
fun (and profit). I was a music minister and even used a pony 
ride and entertained the children as "Skippy the Clown." 

Once, I have served as Delegate to the United Nations 
Peace Conference for Religious Leaders. Now I am a retired 
former Muslim Chaplain for United States Bureau of Prisons, 
Washington, DC. and I join alongside many American 
Muslims, working with Muslim students and youth 
organizations as well as schools for Muslim children. As such, 
I travel around the entire world lecturing and sharing the 
message of the Christ of the Quran in Islam. We hold dialogues 
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and discussion groups with all faiths and enjoy the opportunity 
to work alongside rabbis, ministers, preachers and priests 
everywhere. Some of our work is in the institutional area, 
military, universities and prisons. Primarily our goal is to 
educate and communicate the correct message of Islam and 
who the Muslims really are. Although Islam has grown now to 
nearly tie Christianity as the largest of religions on earth, we 
see many of those who claim Islam as Muslims, that do not 
correctly understand nor properly represent the message of 
"Peace, Surrender and Obedience to Allah" [Arabic = 
'Islam'] 

Dear me, I am afraid that I got a bit ahead of myself. I 
was trying to give a bit of background of our work perhaps to 
see if it would in any way benefit those who may being going 
through what I experienced while trying to resolve some of the 
issues of Christianity. 

How It Happened This may seem quite strange, while 
we perhaps may share a few different perspectives and 
concepts of God, Jesus, prophet hood, sin and salvation. But 
you see, at one time I was in the same boat as many folks are 
today. Really, I was. Let me explain. 

Born A Strong Christian I was born into a very 
strong Christian family in the Midwest. Our family and their 
ancestors not only built the churches and schools across this 
land, but actually were the same ones who came here in the 
first place. While I was still in elementary we relocated in 
Houston, Texas in 1949 (I'm old). We attended church 
regularly and I was baptized at the age of 12 in Pasadena, 
Texas. As a teenager, I wanted to visit other churches to learn 
more of their teachings and beliefs. The Baptists, Methodists, 
Episcopalians, Charismatic movements, Nazarene, Church of 
Christ, Church of God, Church of God in Christ, Full Gospel, 
Agape, Catholic, Presbyterian and many more. I developed 
quite a thirst for the "Gospel" or as we say; "Good News." My 
research into religion did not stop with Christianity. Not at all. 
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Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Metaphysics, native American 
beliefs were all a part of my studies. Just about the only one 
that I did not look into seriously was "Islam". Why? Good 
question. 

Music Minister Anyway, I became very interested in 
different types of music, especially Gospel and Classical. 
Because my whole family was religious and musical it 
followed that I too would begin my studies in both areas. All 
this set me for the logical position of Music Minister in many 
of the churches that I became affiliated with over the years. I 
started teaching keyboard instruments in 1960 and by 1963 
owned my own studios in Laurel, Maryland, called "Estes 
Music Studios." 

Business Projects In Texas, Oklahoma and Florida 

Over the next 30 years my father and I worked together in 
many business projects. We had entertainment programs, 
shows and attractions. We opened piano and organ stores all 
the way from Texas and Oklahoma to Florida. We had earned 
millions of dollars during those years, but could not find the 
peace of mind that can only come through knowing the truth 
and finding the real plan of salvation. I'm sure you have asked 
yourself the question; "Why did God create me?" or "What is 
it that God wants me to do?" or "Exactly who is God, 
anyway?" "Why do we believe in 'original sin?" and "Why 
would the sons of Adam be forced to accept his 'sins' and 
then as a result be punished forever. " But if you asked 
anyone these questions, they would probably tell you that you 
have to believe without asking, or that it is a 'mystery' and you 
shouldn’t ask - "Just have faith, brother. " 

Trinity Concept Strangely enough, the word ’’Trinity" 
is not in the Bible. And it has been a concern for religious 
scholars as early as 200 years after Jesus was raised up by 
Almighty God. I would ask preachers or ministers to give me 
some sort of an idea how ’one’ could figure out to become 
’three' or how God Himself, Who can do anything He Wills to 
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do, cannot just forgive people's sins, but rather and had to 
become a man, come down on earth, be a human, and then take 
on the sins of all people; keeping in mind that all along He is 
still God of the whole universe and does as He Wills to do, 
both in and outside of the universe as we know it. They never 
seemed to be able to come up with anything other than 
opinions or strange analogies. 

Father - Ordained Non-Denominational Minister 

My father was very active in supporting church work, 
especially church school programs. He became an ordained 
minister in the 1970s. He and his wife (my stepmother) knew 
many of the TV evangelists and preachers and even visited 
Oral Roberts and helped in the building of the "Prayer Tower" 
in Tulsa, OK. They also were strong supporters of Jimmy 
Swaggart, Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker, Jerry Fallwell, John 
Haggee and the biggest enemy to Islam in America, Pat 
Robertson. 

Distributing "Praise" Tapes for Jesus During the 
early 1980's my Dad and his wife worked together and were 
most active in recording "Praise" tapes and distributing them 
for free to people in retirement homes, hospitals and homes for 
the elderly. We were really "winning souls to the Lord - for 
Jesus " day after day. 

Met A Man From Egypt It was early in 1991 when 
my father began doing business with a man from Egypt and 
told me that he wanted me to meet him. This idea appealed to 
me when I thought about the idea of having an international 
flavor. You know, the pyramids, sphinx, Nile River and all 
that. 

He Was a “Mozlem”Hijackers; Kidnappers; Bombers, 
Terrorists - and who knows what else? Then my father 
mentioned that this man was a 'Moslem.' First, I hated the idea 
of meeting an "infidel, hijacker, kidnapper, bomber, terrorist, 
non-believer." Any normal person would be repulsed at the 
idea. I couldn’t believe my ears. A 'Moslem?' No way! I 




17 


Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 

reminded my dad of the various different things that we had 
heard about these people. 

Lies Against Muslims & Islam - They Told Us, Muslims: 

• They don't even believe in God 

• They worship a black box in the desert. 

• And They kiss the ground five times a day. 

No Wav! I Did Not Want to Meet Him! 
I did not want to meet this ’Moslem’ man. No way! My father 
insisted that I meet him and reassured me that he was a very 
nice person. This was too much for me. Especially since the 
evangelists that we used to travel around with all hated 
Muslims and Islam very much. They even said things that were 
not true to make people afraid of Islam. So, why would I want 
anything to do with these people? 

Idea - "Change Him To Christian" Then an idea 
came to me, "We can change this man to Christian." So, I gave 
in and agreed to the meeting. But on my terms. 

Met Him With A Bible, Cross and Cap with "Jesus 
Is Lord!" on it. I agreed to meet him on a Sunday after 
church so we would be all prayed up and in good standing with 
the Lord. I would be carrying my Bible under my arm as usual. 
I would have my big shiny cross dangling and I would have on 
my cap which says: "Jesus is Lord" right across the front. My 
wife and two young daughters came along and we were ready 
for our first encounter with the ’Moslems.' 

Where Is He? When I came into the shop and asked 
my father where the ’Moslem' was, he pointed and said: "He's 
right over there." 

I was confused. That couldn’t be the Moslem. No way. 

Turban & Beard? I'm looking for a huge man with 
flowing robes, a big turban on his head, a beard half way down 
his shirt and eyebrows that go all the way across his forehead 
with a sword or a bomb under his coat. 
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No Turban - No Beard - [No Hair at All!] This man 
had no beard. In fact, he didn’t even have any hair on his head 
at all. He was nearly bald. Best of all, he was very pleasant 
with a warm welcome and handshake. This didn’t make sense. 
I thought they are terrorists and bombers. What is this all 
about? 

He Needs Jesus Never mind. I'll get right to work on 
this guy. He needs to be ’saved’ in the 'Name of Jesus' and me 
and the Lord are going to do it. 

Introduction & Interrogation After a quick 
introduction, I asked him: 

"Do you believe in God?" He said: 
"Yes." - (Good!) Then I said: "Do you believe in Adam and 
Eve?" He said: "Yes." - (Very Good!) 

I said: "What about Abraham? You believe in him 
and how he tried to sacrifice his son for God?" He said: 
"Yes." - (Even better!) Then I asked: 

"What about Moses?" "Ten Commandments?" 

"Parting the Red Sea?" Again he said: 

"Yes." - (Better still!) 

Then: 

"What about the other prophets, David, Solomon and John 
the Baptist?" He said: 

"Yes." - (Great!) 

I asked: "Do you believe in the Bible?" 

Again, he said: "Yes." - (OK!) 

So, now it was time for the big question: 
"Do you believe in Jesus? That he was the Messiah (Christ) 
of God?" Again he said: 

"Yes." - (Fantastic!) 

Well now - "This was going to be easier than I had 
thought." He was just about ready to be baptized only he 
didn't know it. And I was just the one to do it, too. 
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Shocking Knowledge - Muslims Believe in the Bible? 

One day in the Spring of 1991, I came to know that the 
Muslims believed in the Bible. I was shocked. How could this 
be? But that's not all, they believe in Jesus as: 

A true messenger of God; Prophet of God; Miracle 
birth without human intervention; He was the 'Christ' or 
Messiah as predicted in the Bible; He is with God now and 
most important; He will be coming back in the Last Days to 
lead the believers against the 'Antichrist.' 

After " winning souls to the Lord for Jesus " day after 
day, this would be a big achievement for me, to catch one of 
these 'Moslems' and 'convert' him to Christianity. 

Cup of Tea - Discuss Beliefs I asked him if he liked 
tea and he said he did. So off we went to a little shop in the 
mall to sit and talk about my favorite subject: Beliefs. While 
we sat in that little coffee shop for hours talking (I did most of 
the talking) I came to know that he was very nice, quiet and 
even a bit shy. He listened attentively to every word that I had 
to say and did not interrupt even one time. I liked this man’s 
way and thought that he had definite potential to become a 
good Christian. - Little did I know the course of events about 
to unravel in front of my eyes. 

Agreed to Do Business First of all, I agreed with my 
father that we should do business with this man and even 
encouraged the idea of him traveling along with me on my 
business trips across the northern part of Texas. Day after day 
we would ride together and discuss various issues pertaining to 
different beliefs that people have. And along the way, I could 
of course interject some of my favorite radio programs of 
worship and praise to help bring the message to this poor 
individual. We talked about the concept of God; the meaning 
of life; the purpose of creation; the prophets and their mission 
and how God reveals His Will to mankind. We also shared a 
lot of personal experiences and ideas as well. 

Moved to Our Home One day I came to know that my 
friend Mohamed was going to move out of the home he have 
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been sharing with a friend of his and was going to be living in 
the mosque for a time. I went to my dad and asked him if we 
could invite Mohamed to come out to our big home in the 
countryside and stay there with us. After all, he could share 
some of the work and some expenses and he would be right 
there when we were ready to go to out traveling around. My 
father agreed and Mohamed moved in. 

Continued Ministry & Preaching Of course I still 
would find time to visit my fellow preachers and evangelists 
around the state of Texas. One of them lived on the Texas — 
Mexico border and another lived near Oklahoma border. One 
preacher liked to a huge wooden cross that was bigger than a 
car. He would carry it over his shoulder and drag the bottom on 
the ground and go down the road or freeway hauling these two 
beams formed in the shape of a cross. People would stop their 
cars and come over to him and ask him what was going on and 
he would give them pamphlets and booklets on Christianity. 

Preacher Has Heart Attack One day my friend with 
the cross had a heart attack and had to go to the Veterans 
Hospital where he stayed for quite a long while. I used to visit 
him in the hospital several times a week and I would take 
Mohamed with me with the hopes that we could all share 
together in the subject of beliefs and religions. My friend was 
not very impressed and it was obvious that he did not want to 
know anything about Islam. Then one day a man who was 
sharing the room with my friend came rolling into the room in 
his wheelchair. I went to him and asked him his name and he 
said that it didn’t matter and when I asked him where he was 
from he said he was from the planet Jupiter. I thought about 
what he said and then began to wonder if I was in the cardiac 
ward or the mental ward. 

Man in Wheelchair - Needed the Lord I knew the man 
was lonely and depressed and needed someone in his life. So, I 
began to 'witness' to him about the Lord. I read to him out of 
the book of Jonah in the Old Testament. I shared the story of 
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the prophet Jonah who had been sent by the Lord to call his 
people to the correct way. Jonah had left his people and 
escaped by boat to leave his city and head out to sea. A storm 
came up and the ship almost capsized and the people on board 
threw Jonah over the side of the ship. A whale came up to the 
surface and grabbed Jonah, swallowed him and then went 
down to the bottom of the sea, where he stayed for 3 days and 
3 nights. Yet because of God’s Mercy, He caused the whale to 
rise to the surface and then spit Jonah out to return back home 
safely to his city of Nineveh. And the idea was that we can't 
really run away from our problems because we always know 
what we have done. And what is more, God also always knows 
what we have done. 

Catholic Priest After sharing this story with the man in 
the wheel chair, he looked up at me and apologized. He told 
me he was sorry for his rude behavior and that he had 
experienced some real serious problems recently. Then he said 
that he wanted to confess something to me. And I said that I 
was not a Catholic priest and I don't handle confessions. He 
replied back to me that he knew that. In fact, he said: "I am a 
Catholic priest." 

I was shocked. Here I had been trying to preach Christianity to 
a priest. What in the world was happening here? 

Priest in Latin America The priest began to share his 
story of being a missionary for the church for over 12 years to 
south and Central America and Mexico and even in New 
York's 'Hell's Kitchen.’ When he was released from the hospital 
he needed a place to go to recover and rather than let him go to 
stay with a Catholic family, I told my dad that we should invite 
him to come out and live with us in the country along with our 
families and Mohamed. It was agreed by all that he would so, 
he moved out right away. 

Priests Must Study ISLAM? - YES! During the trip 
out to our home, I talked with the priest about some of the 
concepts of beliefs in Islam and to my surprise he agreed and 
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then shared even more about this with me. I was shocked when 
he told me that Catholic priests actually study Islam and some 
even carry doctors degrees in this subject. This was all very 
enlightening to me. But there was still a lot more to come. 

Different Versions of the Bible After settling in, we 
all began to gather around the kitchen table after dinner every 
night to discuss religion. My father would bring his King 
James Version of the Bible , I would bring out my Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible , my wife had another version of 
the Bible (maybe something like Jimmy Swaggart's 'Good 
News For Modern Man.” The priest of course, had the 
Catholic Bible which has 7 more books in it that the Protestant 
Bible. So we spent more time talking about which Bible was 
the right one or the most correct one, than we did try to 
convince Mohamed about becoming a Christian. 

Quran Has Only ONE Version - In Arabic And 
Still Exists At one point I recall asking him about the Quran 
and how many versions of it there were in the last 1,400 years. 
He told me that there was only ONE QURAN. And that it had 
never been changed. Yet he let me know that the Quran had 
been memorized by hundreds of thousands of people, in it's 
entirety and were scattered about the earth in many different 
countries. Over the centuries since the Quran was revealed 
millions have memorized it completely and have taught it to 
others who have memorized it completely, from cover to 
cover, letter perfect without mistakes. Today, over 9 million 
Muslims have memorized the entire Quran from cover to 
cover. 

How Could This Be? This did not seem possible to 
me. After all, the original languages of the Bible have all been 
dead languages for centuries and the documents themselves 
have been lost in their originals for hundreds and thousands of 
years. So, how could it be that something like this could be so 
easy to preserve and to recite from cover to cover. 
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Priest Goes to the Mosque Anyway, one day the priest 
asked the Mohamed if he might accompany him to the mosque 
to see what it was like there. They came back talking about 
their experience there and we could not wait to ask the priest 
what it was like and what all types of ceremonies they 
performed. He said they didn’t really 'do' anything. They just 
came and prayed and left. I said: "They left? Without any 
speeches or singing?" He said that was right. 

Priest Enters Islam! A few more days went by and the 
Catholic priest asked Mohamed if he might join him again for 
a trip to the mosque which they did. But this time it was 
different. They did not come back for a very long time. It 
became dark and we worried that something might have 
happened to them. Finally they arrived and when they came in 
the door I immediately recognized Mohamed, but who was this 
alongside of him? Someone wearing a white robe and a white 
cap. Hold on a minute! It was the priest. I said to him: "Pete? — 
Did you become a 'Moslem?' 

He said that he had entered into Islam that very day. THE 
PRIEST BECAME A MUSLIM!! What next? (You’ll see). 

My Wife Announces Her Islam! So, I went upstairs to 
think things over a bit and began to talk to my wife about the 
whole subject. She then told me that she too was going to enter 
into Islam, because she knew it was the truth. 

Shocked! 

I was really shocked now. I went downstairs and woke 
up Mohamed and asked him to come outside with me for a 
discussion. We walked and talked that whole night through. 

Truth Had Come! By the time he was ready to pray 
Fajr (the morning prayer of the Muslims) I knew that the truth 
had come at last and now it was up to me to do my part. I went 
out back behind my father’s house and found an old piece of 
plywood lying under an overhang and right there I put my head 
down on the ground facing the direction that the Muslims pray 
five times a day. 
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Guide Me! O God! Guide Me! Now then in that 
position, with my body stretched out on the plywood and my 
head on the ground, I asked: 

"O God. If you are there, guide me, guide me." 

Sign Inside of Me And then after a while I raised up 
my head and I noticed something. No, I didn’t see birds or 
angels coming out of the sky nor did I hear voices or music, 
nor did I see bright lights and flashes. What I did notice was a 
change inside of me. I was aware now more than ever before 
that it was time for me to stop any lying and doing anything 
sneaky. It was time that I really work at being an honest and 
upright man. I knew now what I had to do. 

Wash Away the "OLD" So I went upstairs and took a 
shower with the distinct idea that I was ’washing’ away the 
sinful old person that I had become over the years. And I was 
now coming into a new, fresh life. A life based on truth and 
proof. 

And Become New! Around 11:00 A.M. that morning, I 
stood before two witnesses, one the ex-priest, formerly known 
as Father Peter Jacob's, and the other Mohamed Abdur 
Rehman and announced my ’shahadah’ (open testimony to the 
Oneness of God and the Prophethood of Muhammad, peace be 
upon him). 

"I bear witness, there is no deity to worship, except 
Almighty Allah, alone and He has no partners and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His Messenger and Servant. " 

My Wife Was Next A few minutes later, my wife 
followed along and gave the same testimony. But hers was in 
front of 3 witnesses (me being the third). 

Then My Father My father was a bit more reserved on 
the subject and waited a few more months before he made his 
shahadah (public testimony). But he did finally commit to 
Islam and began offering prayers right along with me and the 
other Muslims in the local masjid (mosque). 

Children Too! The children were taken out of the 
Christian school and placed in Muslim schools. And now ten 
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years later, they are memorizing much of the Quran and the 
teachings of Islam. 

Father's Wife (Stepmother) Next My father's wife 
finally acknowledged, before she died, that Jesus could not be 
a son of God and that he must have been a mighty Prophet of 
God, but not God. She passed away within a few months of 
this statement at age 86. May Allah accept her statement of 
faith, ameen. 

Houseful of New Muslims - What's Next? Now stop 
and think. A whole entire household of people from varying 
backgrounds and ethnic groups coming together in truth to 
learn how to know and worship the Creator and Sustainer of 
the Universe. Think. A Catholic priest; a minister of music and 
preacher of the Gospel; an ordained minister and builder of 
Christian schools; and the children, even a great-grandmother - 
they all come into Islam! 

His Mercy and Guidance Only by His Mercy were we 
all guided to see the real truth of Islam, by removing the 
coverings over our ears and the blinders on our eyes, no longer 
having seals over our hearts - He was Guiding us now. 

Amazing Story - Family and Friends Entering Islam 
- From One Man If I were to stop right here, I'm sure that you 
would have to admit that at least, this is an amazing story, 
right? After all, three religious leaders of three separate 
denominations all going into one very opposite belief at the 
same time and then soon after the rest of the household. 

More? - Yes! Baptist Seminary Student Reads 
Quran - Accepts Islam But that is not all. There is more! The 
same year, while I was in Grand Prairie, Texas (near Dallas) I 
met a Baptist seminary student from Tennessee named Joe, 
who also came to Islam after reading the Holy Quran while in 
BAPTIST SEMINARY COLLEGE! 

More? Yes. Catholic Priest Loves Islam - But Needs 
His Job! There are others as well. I recall the case of the 
Catholic priest in a college town who talked about the good 
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things in Islam so much that I was forced to ask him why he 
didn't enter Islam. He replied: "What? And lose my job?” - 
His name is Father John and we still pray to Allah to Guide 
Him. 

Another Catholic Priest Makes Shahadah The very 
next year I met a former Catholic priest who had been a 
missionary for 8 years in Africa. He learned about Islam while 
he was there and entered into Islam. He then changed his name 
to Omar and moved to Dallas Texas. 

Anymore? Again - Yes! Orthodox Arch Bishop 
leaves church for Islam Two years later, while in San 
Antonio, Texas I was introduced to a former Arch Bishop of 
the Orthodox Church of Russia who learned about Islam and 
gave up his position to enter Islam. 

Daughter of Hindu Pundit (Religious Leader) - 
Accepts Islam - Helping thousands to Islam I met a woman 
in New York who wanted to make our CDs about "What Is 
Islam?" After giving her permission several years ago, I have 
learned she has produced and distributed over 600 thousand of 
these to the non-Muslims in America. May Allah reward her 
and keep her strong in her efforts, ameen. 

Hundreds - Thousands - Still Coming 

And since my own entrance into Islam and becoming a 
chaplain to the Muslims throughout the country and around the 
world, I have encountered many more individuals who were 
leaders, teachers and scholars in other religions who learned 
about Islam and entered into it. They came from Hindus, Jews, 
Catholics, Protestants, Jehovah's Witnesses, Greek and Russian 
Orthodox, Coptic Christians from Egypt, non-denominational 
churches and even scientists who had been atheists. 

Why? Good question. The combination always seems 
to be the same; people are sincerely seeking the truth and are 
willing to put their different prejudices and biases out of their 
minds and begin to ask God for His Guidance in their lives. 
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So, now you have the introduction to the story of my 
coming into Islam and becoming Muslim. There is more on the 
Internet about this story and there are more pictures there as 
well. Please take the time to visit it and then please take the 
time to email me and let us come together to share in all truths 
based on proofs for understanding our origins and our purpose 
and goals in this life and the Next Life. 

9 Steps to Purify the Heart 

May I suggest to the seeker of truth do the following NINE 
STEPS to purification of the heart? 

1. Clean - your mind, your heart & soul - remove all 
prejudices & biases. 

2. Thank God - for what you have - every moment of every 
day. 

3. Read - a good translation of the meaning of the Holy 
Quran in a language that they can understand best. 

(http://islamtomorrow.com/downloads/) 

4. Reflect on the meanings & consider the bounties of your 
Lord. 

5. Seek - Forgiveness From God & Learn to Forgive others. 

6. Ask - in your heart for Guidance from Above. 

7. Open - your heart and mind. 

8. Continue - to do this up for a few months. And be regular 
in it. 

9. Avoid - the poison of evil while your heart is opening for 
the "rebirth of your soul. " 

Remember: Clean; Thank; Read; Reflect then: "Seek, 
and ye shall find. Ask, and it shall be given thee. Knock, and 
it shall be opened. " Then: Continue & Avoid 

The rest is between you and the Almighty Lord of the 
Universe. If you truly love Him, then He already Knows it and 
He will deal with each of us according to our hearts. 
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Answers to Questions: 

Now as I promised here are the answers to the 
questions many have asked me connected with my choice of 
Islam: 

1- "How could you have turned your back on the perfect 
plan of salvation of Jesus Christ on the cross for you 
sins?" 

Answer: Your question implies you have not considered the 
similarities and teachings of the Bible and the Quran. 

"ISLAM" means - "Surrender, submit and obey your 
Lord in sincerity and peace." Whoever is trying to do this, is a 
"MUSLIM." If someone believes in Almighty God as One God 
and One Lord and wants to commit their life to serving Him 
and obeying His Commandments, then that person will be in 
the right way and they will be "saved" according to God's 
Mercy. No one can take the sins of another and the guilty must 
stand accused for what they have done. It will be up to 
Almighty God to Forgive or Punish according to His Judgment 
on that Day. 

According to the remains of the translations of the 
Bible Jesus, peace be upon him, did not preach a message of 
salvation by worshipping him. This was something added later 
by Saul (who later became Paul). We find clear statements 
indicating salvation would come only through acknowledging 
Almighty God as One God and worshipping Him with all the 
heart, mind and strength. Jesus, peace be upon him, taught his 
followers to worship 

My God and your God, My Lord and your Lord." 

Again, according to the remains of the English 
translation of the Bible, we see the one on the cross crying out 
a very blasphemous statement, "Eli! Eli! Lama 
sabachthani?" (Which being translated means, "My God! 
My God! Why have you forsaken me?") This statement on the 
cross clearly indicates the one on the cross is not pleased with 
the situation nor does he consider it right or just. Therefore, 
one would have to conclude this was not something Jesus 
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approved of nor did he accept, or else someone else was on the 
cross in his place. Either way you look at it, the one on the 
cross did not accept this as a plan of salvation. 

The Quran is absolutely in agreement with these 
teachings and Muslims do worship the same God and Lord of 
Jesus, Moses, Abraham and Adam, peace be upon them all. 
The Quran states in many places, no one will be taken to task 
for the sins of another, nor can anyone carry the burden of 
another. We will all be on our own on that Day. And I ask 
Allah to have Mercy and Forgiveness for all those who believe 
in Him, ameen. 

I consider that I have not left the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, peace be upon him. On the contrary, I feel much closer 
to Jesus, peace be upon him, and I look forward to His return 
on earth more than ever before. Now I am worshipping the 
same God he worships and I serve the same Lord he serves, in 
the very same way he does. Jesus prayed to Almighty God and 
taught his followers to do the same. I am simply doing what he 
commanded to the best of my ability and ask Almighty God to 
accept it. 

2- "Do you consider you were really "saved" and that you 
had in fact, been "born again?" 

Answer: The Baptists have a statement, "Once saved, always 
saved." I asked one of them about this and he agreed it was 
true. Then I mentioned at one time I had become a Baptist (in 
my teen years) but now I was a Muslim. I had also been 
"saved" and baptized at the age of 12. I had accepted the very 
statement of Jesus being the way, the light and the truth and no 
man coming on to the Father except by him. I understood these 
statements to mean I must follow Jesus and his teachings. 
Therefore, I read the Bible for myself and did not let others tell 
me what to think about what I was reading. 

The Bible states that Jesus prayed for salvation for 
himself in the garden of Gethsemane in this way, "Let this cup 
pass from me, even so. Thy Will be done." This prayer was 
repeated by Jesus, peace be upon him, a number of times and it 
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is mentioned in more than one Gospel. Yet, according to 
Biblical accounts, the cup did not pass from him and his 
prayers were NOT ANSWERED. Islam teaches us his prayers 
were answered and he did not have to endure the cruel 
treatment and death on the cross, but rather he was taken up 
while still alive and is with Almighty God even now and ready 
to return in the Last Days to bring victory to the believers. 

Additionally, we find Jesus, peace be upon him, 
teaching his disciples to pray like this, 

"Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from all evil. For Thine 
is the Kingdom and the Power and Glory, forever and ever, 
ameen." Every Muslim I have met accepts every single word 
of this pray with the exception of calling "Allah" our "Father." 
Muslims consider it better to call on Almighty God by His 
Names, which we do consider to be "Hallowed." 

3- "How did your family respond to your conversion?" 
Answer: This is always difficult for families to adjust to and it 
usually takes time. My family was no exception. Although my 
wife, children entered into Islam and eventually my father 
came to declare Islam to be the way of salvation for himself, 
still my own mother and many others in my family resented 
our going to Islam at first. Eventually, things became more 
normalized and we do stay in touch, although they are all still 
very much involved in Christianity. 

Allah promises to test those who declare their faith in 
Him with many types of difficulties and family is one of those 
mentioned as a test in the Quran. I do pray for them and ask 
Allah to guide them to the very best in this life and the very best 
in the Next Life. But it is up to Allah if He wants them to be in 
Submission to Him (Islam means, submission to Allah) or not. 

4- "How about your congregation? What did they say?" 
Answer: I never had my own church. I was a music minister in 
the Church of God (Anderson, Indiana branch) in Texas and 
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did my preaching to businessmen and informal gatherings. 
Those who knew me for the most part did not object and some 
even came to Islam, but there were a few who felt very upset 
and accused me of "Turing my back on Jesus, peace be upon 
him." No matter what I tried to say or do, these particular 
individuals would not listen nor did they want to learn anything 
about Islam. 

5- "Did you experience a lot of difficulties in changing 
religions?" 

Answer: Certainly anyone who wants to consider Islam in 
these times, just as in times gone by, will have to recognize 
there will be certain difficulties and tests along the way. The 
followers of Jesus, peace be upon him, were highly criticized 
and persecuted even until death (read what Paul said he used to 
do to them in the Bible; Book of Acts of the Apostles). Those 
who followed Muhammad, peace be upon him, suffered at the 
hands of their very own tribes, yet they were determined to 
continue to worship Almighty God Alone, without partners and 
submit to His Will. 

The biggest problem with non-Muslims, is their lack of 
understanding and lack of knowledge as to what Islam is really 
all about and who the Muslims are supposed to be. I pray for 
them all and ask Allah to forgive the Muslims for not showing 
a better picture to everyone. 

6- "Who was responsible for converting you?" 

Answer: As Muslims we believe that it is only Allah who 
guides the people and whoever He guides will not be 
misguided and whomever He lets go astray none will be able to 
guide them. As such, it means we don’t believe anyone really 
can "convert" someone else. 

Also, we accept that all children are born in the natural 
state of submission to Almighty God and as such that means 
they are Muslims. Should a child die he or she would go to 
Heaven as they are not responsible for what they do not 
understand. 
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7- "Don't you ever think about coming back to being a 
Christian?" 

Answer: "Christian" indicates a follower of Christ. When 
Jesus, peace be upon him, returns to earth in the Last Days, all 
the Muslims will be obliged to follow him. But we would not 
call ourselves "Christians" anymore than he would. He never 
called himself or his companions "Christians." The Bible tells 
us they were never even called "Christians" until Paul was 
preaching his message in Antioch. 

8- "Doesn't it bother you to have left the way of peace, 
justice and love for a religion of hatred, violence and 
oppression toward women and others?" 

Answer: All the prophets, peace be upon them all, called the 
people to worship Almighty God as One God and One Lord. 
As such, those who did not want to submit to Almighty God 
would combat them and treat them with hostilities, even unto 
death, as Paul had done while still being a Pharisee. The 
prophets, peace be upon them all, did encourage their followers 
to live in peace and deal with people in justice and certainly 
love is the highest form of emotion a human can have for 
another human being. 

Yet at the same time, believers have to defend 
themselves, their families and the religion itself, lest those who 
are not believers should remove belief from the very face of 
the earth. Islam, like Christianity preaches a message of peace 
and tolerance - to a point. But when this is no longer possible 
without totally compromising and loosing one's way of life and 
belief system, then there is no alternative except to engage in 
open combat against those who are combating against the 
believers. 

Jesus called upon his followers to sell their coats and 
buy swords. He explained that he did not come with peace, but 
rather a sword. He and his companions were engaged in mortal 
combat with their enemies, the Pharisees when one of the 
priests slaves had his ear cut by the sword. Jesus then told them 
to put down their swords. This is mentioned in the Bible. 
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The word "sword" appears over 200 times in the 
Bible - but even though the Arabic language has more than a 
dozen words for sword, there is not a single occurrence of any 
of these words anywhere in the Quran. 

Combat is ordered in the Quran, only under very 
specific and limited conditions and it is nothing more than 
what we would today call "The War on Terrorism." Fighting 
against all acts of organized aggression, oppression, 
persecution and terrorism is an obligation on all believers. But 
it certainly has limits and women, children, elderly and any 
innocents are not to killed or injured during such occasions. 
Treatment of prisoners is not to be humiliating or torture of any 
kind. Even the dead of the enemy are to be buried with dignity 
and respect. 

Now since writing my story and publishing here on the 
internet many other websites have picked up this story and it 
had become a famous example of how "Priest and Preachers 
Are Coming to Islam." 

Again, I thank you for visiting. And I thank our 
Christian friend for his email. If he hadn't sent it, I probably 
would still not have completed this task of putting down the 
story once and for all of how my family, friends and myself all 
came to Islam. 

Please feel free to share this story with others. You 
should print it out and make copies for everyone. Give them 
our links, add our story to your website or blog page, and send 
out emails to everyone you know. Maybe it could make a 
difference for others like us, God Willing. 

May Allah guide you on your journey to all truth. 
Ameen. And May He open your heart and your mind to the 
reality of this world and the purpose of this life, ameen. 

Peace to you and Guidance from Allah the One 
Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of all that exists. Your 
friend, 


Yusuf Estes Chaplain Yusuf Estes 
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COMPARISON OF BIBLE & QURAN 

[Dr. Gary Miller- with Commentary by Yusuf Estes] 

Bible is Collection of Writings- Quran is Recitation from God 
to Muhammad (p) 

Whereas, The Bible is a collection of writings by many 
different authors, the Quran is a dictation (or recitation). The 
speaker in the Quran - in the first person - is God Almighty 
(Allah) talking directly to man. In the Bible you have many 
men writing about God and you have in some places the word 
of God speaking to men and still in other places you have some 
men simply writing about history or personal exchanges of 
information to one another (ex: Epistle of John 3). The Bible in 
the English King James Version consists of 66 small books. 
About 18 of them begin by saying: This is the revelation God 
gave to so and so... The rest make no claim as to their origin. 
You have for example the beginning of the book of Jonah 
which begins by saying: The word of the Lord came to Jonah 
the son of Elmitaeh saying... quote and then it continues for 
two or three pages. 

Compare this to the beginning of the Book of "Luke" 
begins by saying: 

“In as much as many have taken in hand to set in 
order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled 
among us, (2) Just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to 
us, (3) It seemed good to me also, having had perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first, to write to 
you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, (4) That 
you may know the certainty of those things in which you 
were instructed. 

We see the author of the Book of "Luke" saying 
essentially, "Many people have written about things, it 
seems fitting for me to do so too.” "Luke" says it seems to 
him that as long as others are taking in hand to write 
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something about it, even though they were eye witnesses to 
the whole thing, he feels that even though he was not, he still 
has "perfect understanding of all things from the very first." 

Therefore this is only a letter from one person to 
another, neither of whom knew Jesus, peace be upon him, nor 
were eyewitnesses to any of what had taken place. [Y. Estes] 

If you compare that to one of the four accounts of the 
life of Jesus, Luke begins by saying: “many people have 
written about this man, it seems fitting for me to do so too”. 
That is all... no claim of saying “ these words were given to 
me by God here they are for you it is a revelation”, there is no 
mention of this. 

"Bible" is NOT in the Bible: 

The Bible does not contain self-reference, that is, the 
word 'Bible' is not in the Bible. Nowhere does the Bible talk 
about itself. Some scriptures are sometimes pointed to in the 
Bible, say: Here where it talks about itself, but we have to look 
closely. 2nd Timothy 3:16 is the favourite which reads: “All 
scripture is inspired of God” and there are those who would 
say, here is where the Bible it talks about itself, it says it is 
inspired of God, all of it. But if you read the whole sentence, 
you read that this was a letter written by Paul to Timothy and 
the entire sentence says to Timothy: “Since you were a young 
man you have studied the holy scriptures, all scriptures 
inspired by God” and so on... When Timothy was a young 
man the New Testament did not exist, the only thing that stems 
he was talking about are scriptures - which are only a portion 
of the Bible - from before that time. It could not have meant 
the whole Bible. 

Bible Curses Church Fathers Who REMOVED Book of 
Revelations: 

There is at the end of the Bible a verse which says: 

Rev 22:18 "For I testify to everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book (Revelations): if anyone 
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are 
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written in this book: 19. And if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, god shall take away his 
part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book. [Y. Estes] 

“Let anyone who takes away from this book or adds to 
this book be cursed”. This too is sometimes pointed to me 
saying: Here is where it sums itself as a whole. But look again 
and you will see that when it says: Let no one change this 
book, it is talking about that last book, #66 (or is it #73 in the 
Catholic Bible?), the Book of Revelation. It has too, because 
any reference will tell you that the Book of Revelation was 
written before certain other parts of the Bible were written. It 
happens today to be stacked at the end, but there are other parts 
that came after, so it cannot be referring to the entire book. 

(Incidentally, according to different manuscripts 
much older than the King James Version, there are 
different words at the end of the Book of Revelation, so 
how would we resolve that matter? - Y.E.) 

Note: The Book of Revelation was taken out of the Bible 
several times and then replaced and then taken out and 
replaced according to various Church Councils throughout 
Church history. Guess the Church Fathers didn’t read the curse 
at the end of the book? 

Whose Word Is It? 

It is an extreme position held only by some Christian 
groups that the Bible - in its entirety - cover to cover is the 
revealed word of God in every word, but they do a clever thing 
when they mention this, or make this claim. They will say that 
the Bible in its entirety is the word of God; inerrant (no 
mistakes) in the original writings. 

So if you go to the Bible and point out some mistakes 
that are in it you are going to be told: Those mistakes were not 
there in the original manuscript, they have crept in so that we 
see them there today. 
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They are going on problem in that position. There is a 
verse in the Bible Isaiah 40:8 which in fact is so well known 
that some Bibles printed it on the inside front cover as an 
introduction and it says : “The grass weathers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God stands forever”. 

Here is a claim in the Bible that the word of God will 
stand forever, it will not be corrupted, it won’t be lost. So if 
today you find a mistake in the Bible you have two choices. 
Either that promise was false that when God said my word 
wont fade away, he was mistaken, or the portion which has the 
mistake in it was not a part of the word of God in the first 
place, because the promise was that it would be safeguarded, it 
would not be corrupted. 

Are There Mistakes? 

I have suggested many times that there are mistakes in 
the Bible and the accusation comes back very quickly: Show 
me one. Well there are hundreds. If you want to be specific I 
can mention few. You have for example at 2nd Samuel 
10:18 a description of a war fought by David saying that he 
killed 7000 men and that he also killed 40000 men on 
horsebacks. In 1st Chronicles 19 it mentions the same 
episode saying that he killed 70000 men and the 40000 men 
were not on horsebacks, they were on foot. The point be 
what is the difference between the pedestrian and not is very 
fundamental. 

How Did Judas Die? 

Matthew 27:5 says that Judas Iscariot when he died 
he hung himself. Acts 1 says that, no he jumped off a cliff 
head first. If you study Logic very soon you will come in your 
course to what they call an “undecidable propositions” or 
“meaningless sentences” or statements that cannot be decided 
because there is no contextual false. One of the classic 
examples cited is something called the Effeminites paradox. 
This man was Cretan and he said “Cretans always he”, now 
was that statement true or false? If he was a Cretan and he says 
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that they always he is he lying? If he is not lying then he is 
telling the truth then the Cretans don’t always lie ! You see it 
cannot be true and it cannot be false, the statement turns back 
on itself. It is like saying “What I am telling you right now is a 
lie” would you believe that or not? You see the statement has 
no true content. It cannot be true and it cannot be false. If it is 
true it is always false. If it is false it is also true. 

Well in the Bible at Titus 1:12 the writer is Paul and he 
is talking about the Cretans. He says that one of their own men 
- a prophet - said “Cretans always lie” and he says that what 
this man says is true. It is a small mistake, but the point is that 
it is a human mistake; you don’t find that if you carefully 
examine the true content of that statement. It cannot be a true 
statement. 

Who is the Author? 

Now I come back to the Quran, and as I mentioned the 
speaker in the Quran is - in the first person - is God. The book 
claims throughout that it is the word of God. It names itself 
70 times as the Quran. It talks about its own contents. It 
has self-reference. The Quran states in the first Sura after 
Fatiha that “This is the book, there is no doubt in it, it is 
guidance for those who are conscious of God” and so on 
and so on... It begins that way and continues that way 
stressing that. And there is one very amazing statement in 
the Quran when you come to the fourth Sura 82nd Ayah 
which says to those who say Quran is something else than 
the word of God. It challenges them saying: “Have they not 
considered the Quran, if it came from someone other than God 
they will find in it many mistakes” . Some of you are students, 
would you dare to hand in a paper after you completed a 
research work or something at the bottom you put down there 
“You won’t find mistakes in this”. Would you dare to 
challenge your professor that way? Well the Quran does that. It 
is telling: If you really think you know where this came from 
then starts looking for mistakes because you won’t find any. 
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Another interesting thing the Quran does is that it quotes all its 
critics. There has never - in hundreds of years - ever been some 
suggestion as to where that book came from but that the Quran 
does not already mention that objection and reply to it. Many 
times you will find the Ayah saying something like: Do they 
say such and such and so, say to them such and such and so. In 
every case there is a reply. More than that the Quran claims 
that the evidence of its origin is in itself, and that if you look at 
this book you will be convinced. 

Difference of Authority: 

So the difference in Christianity and Islam comes down 
to a difference of authority and appeal to authority. The 
Christian wants to appeal to the Bible and the Muslim wants to 
appeal to the Quran. You cannot stop by saying: This is true 
because my book says it is, and somebody else would say 
something else is true because my book says differently, you 
cannot stop at that point, and the Quran does not. The 
Christians may point to some words that it is recorded Jesus 
said and say this proves my point. But the Muslim does not 
simply open his book and say: No, no the Quran says this, 
because the Quran does not simply deny something the Bible 
says and say something else instead. The Quran takes the form 
of a rebuttal, it is a guidance as the opening says (Huda lil 
mutakeen). So that for every suggestion that the Christian may 
say: My Bible say such and such, the Quran will not simply 
say: No that is not true, it will say: Do they say such and such 
then ask them such and such. You have for example the Ayah 
that compares Jesus and Adam. There are those who may say 
that Jesus must have been God (Son of God) because he had no 
father. He had a woman who was his mother, but there was no 
human father. It was God that gave him life, so he must have 
been God’s son. The Quran reminds the Christian in one short 
sentence to remember Adam - who was his father? - and in 
fact, who was his mother ? He did not have a father either and 
in fact he did not have a mother, but what does that make him? 
So that the likeness of Adam is the likeness of Jesus, they were 
nothing and then they became something; that they worship God. 
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Quran Invites - Not Demands: 

So that the Quran does not demand belief - the Quran 
invites belief, and here is the fundamental difference. It is not 
simply delivered as: Here is what you are to believe, but 
throughout the Quran the statements are always: Have you O 
man thought of such and such, have you considered so and so. 
It is always an invitation for you to look at the evidence; now 
what do you believe? 

Special Pleading of the Bible: 

The citation of the Bible very often takes the fonn of 
what is called in Argumentation: Special Pleading. Special 
Pleading is when implications are not consistent. When you 
take something and you say: Well that must mean this, but you 
don’t use the same argument to apply it to something else. To 
give an example, I have seen it in publications many times, 
stating that Jesus must have been God because he worked 
miracles. In other hand we know very well that there is no 
miracle ever worked by Jesus that is not also recorded in the 
Old Testament as worked by one of the prophets. You had 
amongst others, Elijah, who is reported to have cured the leper, 
raise the dead boy to life and to have multiplied bread for the 
people to eat - three of the most favourite miracles cited by 
Jesus. If the miracles worked by Jesus proved he was God, 
why don’t they prove Elijah was God? This is Special 
Pleading, if you see what I mean. The implications are not 
consistent. If this implies that then in that case it must also 
imply the same thing. We have those who would say Jesus was 
God because he was taken up in the heaven. But the Bible also 
says the a certain Einah did not die he was taken up into the 
heaven by God. Whether it is true or not, who knows, but the 
point is if Jesus being taken up proves he is God, why does not 
it prove Einah was God? The same thing happened to him. 

Clear Parts & Difficult Parts of Bible: 

I wrote to a man one time, who wrote a book about 
Christianity and I had some of the objections I mentioned to 
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you now. And his reply to me was that I am making matters 
difficult to myself, that there are portions in the Bible that are 
crystal clear and that there are portions that are difficult, and 
that my problem was that I am looking at the difficult part 
instead of the clear parts. The problem is that this is an exercise 
in self deception - why are some parts clear and some parts 
difficult? It is because somebody decided what this clearly 
means; now that makes this very difficult. To give you an 
example , John Chapter 14 a certain man said to Jesus: Show us 
God, and Jesus said : If you have seen me you have seen God. 
Now without reading on the Christian will say: See Jesus 
claimed to be God, he said if you have seen me you have seen 
God. If that is crystal clear then you have a difficult portion 
when you go back just a few pages to Chapter 5 when another 
man came to Jesus and said show us God and he said you have 
never seen God you have never heard his voice. Now what did 
he mean there if on the other occasion he meant that he was 
God? Obviously you have made matters difficult by deciding 
what the first one meant. If you read on in Chapter 14 you will 
see what he went on to say. He was saying the closest you are 
going to seeing God are the works you see me doing. 

Bible Does Not Claim Jesus Claimed to Be Son of God: 

It is a fact that the words “son of God” are not found on 
the lips of Jesus anywhere in the first three Gospel accounts, he 
was always calling himself the Son of Man. And it is a curious 
form of reasoning that I have seen so often that it is established 
from Bible that he claimed to be God because - look how the 
Jews reacted. They will say for example he said such and such 
and the Jews said he is blaspheming, he claimed to be God and 
they tried to stone him. So they argue that he must have been 
claiming to be God because look! - the Jews tried to kill him. 
They said that’s what he was claiming. But the interesting 
thing is that all the evidence is then built on the fact that a 
person is saying: I believed that Jesus was the son of God 
because the Jews who killed him said that’s what he used to 
say! His enemies used to say that, so he must have said it, this 
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is what it amounts to. In other hand we have the words of Jesus 
saying he would keep the law, the law of Moses and we have 
the statement in the Bible, why did the Jews kill him? Because 
he broke the law of Moses. Obviously the Jews misunderstood 
him, if he promised he would keep the law, but they killed him 
because he broke the law, they must have misunderstood him, 
or lied about him. 

Writers of Bible - Out of Context: 

When I talk about the Bible and quote various verses 
here and there I am often accused of putting things out of 
context, to say you have lifted something out of what it was 
talking about and given it a meaning. I don’t want to respond 
to the accusation as such, but it doesn’t seem to occur to many 
people that perhaps those who wrote portions of the Bible in 
the first place were guilty of the same thing. Maybe they - 
some of those writers - believed a certain thing and in order to 
prove it quoted from their scriptures - the Old Testament, the 
Hebrew writings - quoted out of context to prove their point. 
There are examples of that kind of thing. In Matthew 2 it said 
that a king wanted to kill the young child Jesus so he with his 
family went to Egypt, and they stayed there until that king 
died, and then they came back. 

When the writer of Matthew, whoever he was, because 
the name Matthew won't be found in the book of Matthew; 
when he described this event saying that he came back out of 
Egypt, he said: “ This was to fulfill a prophecy which is 
written” and then he quotes Hosea Chapter 11 “Out of Egypt I 
called my Son”. So he said because Jesus went to Egypt and 
then came back out of Egypt and we have this passage in the 
Hebrew scriptures “out of Egypt I called my son” Jesus must 
have been the son of God. If you look and see what he was 
quoting, Hosea 11:1 he quotes the second half of a complete 
sentence, the complete sentence reads: “When Israel was 
young I loved him and out of Egypt I called my son”. Israel the 
nation was considered as the son of God. Moses was told to go 
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to Pharaoh and say to him: If you touch that nation of people, 
you touch my son; warning him, warning Pharaoh: don’t touch 
that nation, calling the nation “the son of God”. So that this is 
the only thing talked about in Hosea 11:1. “Out of Egypt I 
called my son” can only refer to the nation of Israel. I 
mentioned this point some months ago here in another talk, to 
which a young lady with us objected that Israel is a symbolic 
name for Jesus. You will have a hard time finding that 
anywhere in the Bible because it isn’t there. You can take an 
index of the Bible and lookup the word “Israel” everywhere the 
word occurs and you will find nowhere in any place that you 
can connect the word Israel with Jesus. But never mind - 
suppose it is true, read on, the second verse says “and after that 
he kept on worshipping Bal”, because this is what the Israelites 
were guilty of, very often they kept falling back into Idol 
worshipping. So if that “Israel” really meant Jesus and it means 
that Jesus is the son of God that came out of Egypt they must 
also mean that Jesus from time to time used to bow down to 
that idol Bal. You have to be consistent, and follow through on 
what it says. So the point is whoever wrote Matthew and 
Chapter 2 was trying to prove a point by quoting something out 
of context, and he undid himself, because if you follow through 
on it, it cannot be so. 

Quran Has Internal Evidences: 

Now I can come back to the claim the Quran makes 
that it has internal evidence of its origin. There are many many 
ways that you can look at this. As one example, if I single out 
somebody here and say: You know, I know your father - he is 
going to doubt that, he has never seen me with his father. He 
would say, how does he look like, is he tall short does he wear 
glasses? and so on, and if I give him the right answers pretty 
soon he will get convinced, “Oh yes, you did meet him”. If you 
apply the same kind of thinking when you look at the Quran, 
here is a book that says it came from the one who was there 
when the universe began. So you should be asking that one: So 
tell me something that proves it. Tell me something that shows 
me you must have been there when the universe was 
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beginning. You will find in two different Ayahs the statement 
that all the creation began from a single point, and from this 
point it is expanding. In 1978 they gave the Noble prize to two 
people who proved that that’s the case. It is the big bang origin 
of the universe. It was determined by the large radio receivers 
that they have for the telephone companies which were 
sensitive enough to pick up the transmissions from satellites 
and it kept finding background noise that they could not 
account for. Until the only explanation came to be, it is the left 
over energy from that original explosion which fits in exactly 
as would be predicted by the mathematical calculation of what 
would be this thing if the universe began from a single point 
and exploded outwards. So they confirmed that, but in 1978. 
Centuries before that here is the Quran saying the heavens and 
the earth in the beginning they were one piece and split and 
says in another Ayah: “of the heavens we are expanding it”. 

Quran Has Exact Accuracy: 

Let me tell you about a personal investigation, it 
occurred to me that there are a number of things you can find 
in the Quran that give evidence to its origin - internal 
evidence. If the Quran is dictated from a perfect individual; it 
originates with God, then there should not be any wasted 
space, it should be very meaningful. There should be nothing 
that we don’t need that you can cut off, and it should not be 
missing anything. And so that everything in there should really 
be there for a specific purpose. And I got to thinking about the 
Ayah which I mentioned before, it says, the likeness of Jesus is 
the likeness of Adam. It is an equation, it uses the Arabic word 
(mithel), it says Jesus, Adam, equal. You go to the index of the 
Quran, you look up the name ISA it is in the Quran 25 times, 
you look up the name Adam it is there 25 times. They are 
equal, through scattered references but 25 of each. Follow that 
through and you will find that in the Quran there are 8 places 
were an Ayah says something is like something else, using this 
(Mithel), you will find in every case and take both sides of it 
whatever that word is look it up in the index and it will be let’s 
say 110 times and lookup the other word and it will be said to 
be equal to the same 110. That is quite a project of co¬ 
ordination if you try to write a book that way yourself. So that 
everywhere you happened to mention that such and such is like 
such and such that then you check your index, filing system, or 
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your IBM punch cards or whatever, to make sure that in this 
whole book you mentioned them both the same number of 
times. But that’s what you will find in the Quran. 

Quran Provides Reason: 

What I am talking about Quran is built on a thing that is 
called in Logic: Use and Mention of a Word. When you use a 
word, you are using its meaning. When you mention a word, 
you are talking about the symbol without the meaning. For 
example, if I say Toronto is a big city - I used the word 
Toronto as I meant this place Toronto is a big city. But if I say 
to you Toronto has 7 letters, I am not talking about this place 
Toronto, I am talking about this word - Toronto. So, the 
revelation is above reasoning, but it is not above reason. That 
is to say we are more apt not to find in the Quran something 
that is unreasonable, but we may find something that we would 
have never figured out for ourselves. 

Unique Word Refers to Itself in Quran: 

The author of this sentence said if this book came from 
someone besides God then you will find in it many Ikhtalafan 
(inconsistencies). The word Ikhtilaf is found many times in the 
Quran. But the word Ikhtalafan is only found once in the 
Quran. So there are not many Ikhtilafan in the Quran, there is 
only one - where the sentence is mentioned. So you see how 
things are put together perfectly. It has been suggested to 
mankind: Find a mistake. Man could not get hold of a mistake, 
and he is very clever, because this sentence could also mean: 
Find many Iktilafan and so he quickly goes to the index to see 
if he can find many of them and there is only one... 

Sorry clever person, [end of Dr. Gary Miller and Yusuf Estes] 

Bible and Quran - Originally Both from Allah: 

Conclusion: Both the Bible and the Quran have come to 
us by way of Almighty God, then through His angel Gabriel 
and then to the prophets, peace be upon them. However, when 
the next step comes into play (that of the human beings 
faithfully transmitting it on to others and future generations) 
we find out that Allah has only preserved His Last and Final 
Revelation for all times. And He certainly did not need the 
humans to do that. 
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Respect for Holy Books: 

Muslims should respect the Bible because it does still 
contain some of the original teachings of Allah. But there is no 
need to go to Bible classes or purchase one to read to try to 
learn about what our purpose is here in this life. The Quran 
makes it clear that Allah has indeed, perfected our "way of 
life" for us and has conferred on us His favor and has chosen 
for us to submit to Him in Islam. 

We would like to suggest to the non-Muslims to 
consider obtaining a Quran (order one free through our site if 
you like) and then investigate for themselves what the Quran is 
really all about and what it might mean to them in their lives. 

Final comment from Yusuf Estes: 

I would like to state that after years of studying the 
Bible and then learning the Arabic language to read the Quran 
as it was originally recited to Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
by the angel Gabriel, I have come to an amazing conclusion. It 
seems to me that the Bible and the Quran are most definitely 
from the exact same source and they complement each other 
very nicely. In fact, it appears that the Bible does not contradict 
the Quran, except in the very same places where the Bible 
contradicts itself. 
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"THAT PROPHET"? 

YUSUF ESTES 


"Are you THAT Prophet?" [Bible - John 1:20] 

"The Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you." 
[Bible - John 14:26] 

Jesus, the son of Mary, said, "A messenger will come 
after me, named Ahmad."[Quran 61:6] 

The chief priests and Levites asked John the Baptist, "If 
you are not the Christ (Messiah), and not Elijah - are you 
THAT Prophet?" [John 1:20] 

When the chief priests and Levites asked John the 
Baptist who he was, they asked him in a very strange way. 
First they questioned him as to whether or not he was the 
anticipated "Messiah" [Christ in Koine Greek]. He was not the 
"Messiah" that had hoped for. Next they asked if he was the 
prophet Elijah and again he tells them, "No." Now comes the 
really strange part. Finally, they asked him if he is 

"That Prophet?" 

1. Are you Christ? - [No] 

2. Are you Elijah? - [No] 

3. Are you THAT Prophet ? - [No] 

What did they mean by "That Prophet?" We of course, 
know who the "Christ" is. After all, Christians should know 
that "Christ" is merely a shortened form of the Koine Greek 
word "christos," intended to mean the Hebrew word 
"Messiah." 

The Jews of two thousand years ago were definitely 
looking for the Messiah, who it was foretold in their books, 
would come and lead them to victory over their oppressors and 
thus gain for them mastery over this world. They were very 
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oppressed under Roman domination and even their own Jewish 
kings were seen as nothing more than puppets or agents for the 
disbelievers. Certainly, they would have been most happy to 
see someone come on the scene who would defeat their Roman 
masters and slave drivers. 

Then the priests and Levites asked John the Baptist if 
he might be the prophet Elijah, returning back after hundreds 
of years being away. There was the notion amongst them that 
Elijah would come back. But again, John the Baptist is denying 
he is Elijah. 

Then, who is he? They wonder at this man living out in 
the desert and forsaking wealth and luxury and fasting, 
avoiding the material attractions of life. 

Again, they ask John the Baptist who he is. "Are you 
THAT Prophet?" And one more time he denies being "THAT 
Prophet," but then he does tell them about someone who will 
come after him soon, whom he claims he is not worthy to even 
unlace his shoes. 

However, this does not answer the question, "Who 
were they expecting besides the Messiah?" Could it be they 
were looking for someone like Muhammad? (Could be) 

Who is THAT Prophet? - 

Keep reading and learn who "That Prophet" is and 
what other proofs can be discovered within the Holy texts to 
support this idea. 

For centuries Muslims have believed Jesus, peace be 
upon him, was "THAT Prophet" mentioned in these words of 
the Gospel of John. The Quran states one of the important 
features of Jesus' mission was to give the "bashir" or 'glad 
tidings' of the coming of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be 
upon him. During his short missionary career that lasted not 
more than three years, and which was overshadowed by the 
hostile attitude of his own people, Jesus gave them the good 
news of Ahmad, (one of the forms of "Muhammad") the last 
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messenger of God, who would perfect the divine teaching both 
in theory and in practice. The Quran mentions that, Jesus says: 

And (remember) when 'Iesa (Jesus), son of Maryam 
(Mary), said: “O Children of Israel! I am the messenger of 
Allah {Almighty God} (sent) to you, confirming the Law 
(Torah or Old Testament) before me, and giving glad tidings 
of a messenger to come after me, whose name shall be 
Ahmad." (Surah 61:6) 

The Quran gives the name as Ahmad, one of several 
ways to say Muhammad's name. Just as we have in English the 
name Joseph, and often use a shorter form such as "Joe" or the 
familiar form, "Joey," and other names like "Jonathan" which 
becomes "John"; "Jack" or "Johnny", so in the same way we 
find Arabic has similar forms for a name. Muhammad, Ahmad 
and Hamad are a few of the names originating from the root 
word, "hamd" (meaning ’praise) in Arabic, and can be 
understood as "The one who praises (God)"; "the praised one"; 
"praising"; etc. 

Abdullah Yusuf Ali in his translation of the meanings 
of the Quran to English, he states , "Ahmad or Muhammad, the 
Praised One is a translation of the Koine Greek word 
Periclvtos. In the present gospel of John 14:16, 15:26 and 16:7, 
the Greek word Paracletos is translated in the NIV as 
Comforter. Paracletos can mean an Advocate, or "one called to 
the help of another", "a kind friend." Muhammad, peace be 
upon him, was known from birth as one who brought comfort 
and reconciliation to family, friends and strangers alike, 
especially in bringing together the ties of kinship and brotherly 
love. 

Another nick name of the prophet Muhammad, peace 
be upon him, mentioned in the Bible (or at least what is left of 
it in the English language) is "The Spirit of Truth." As-Saddiq 
means exactly that and it is was another name given to 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, by those who knew his 
proclivity for honesty and integrity. 
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The New Testament Gospel according to John, Jesus, 
peace be upon him, promises them the Paracletos will come 
four times (John 14:16; 14:26; 15:26; 16:7). Naturally, Jesus, 
peace be upon him, did not return in their lifetime nor did any 
other prophet for that matter, so later thinkers came up with the 
notion that it was not Jesus "in person" but rather, Jesus 
coming back in "spirit form." This led some Christians to 
assert, this was to be the Holy Spirit, who would descend upon 
the disciples on the Day of the Pentecost (Acts 2), to witness 
Christ and lead them into the whole truth and to be with the 
believers forever, and they would not die (John 3:16), but have 
everlasting life. Also, some added verses later (see footnotes to 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible) to the very last chapter 
of Mark (16), wherein, they have the Spirit coming upon them 
in such a way they imagined themselves going to be able to 
speak with new languages; pick up snakes, lay hands on the 
sick to cure them and even drink poison and nothing would 
hurt them. [Luke 23:17-18] 

Another point is, the Paracletos, comforter or the Spirit 
of truth, was going to dwell with us from now on. Certainly 
anyone could see Muhammad’s influence and his message of 
worshipping only One God without any partners has prevailed 
long after his earthly life. 

Bible Compared to Quran Based on transcripts of various 
lectures given by Yusuf Estes & Dr. Gary Miller: 

Introduction by Yusuf Estes - I praise Almighty Allah 
and thank Him for guiding me to the light of Islam, and I 
testify there is none worthy of any worship, except Allah and 
that Muhammad is His messenger. Let me begin by stating, we 
Muslims do not seek to put down or desecrate the Holy Bible, 
even though there is no extant piece of scripture in original 
form, we still hold in our hearts and minds a very high place 
for the original revelation of the Bible and for all of those to 
whom God inspired with its revelation. 

It is a critical matter of faith for every Muslim to 
believe in the original revelations that came down to Moses, 
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David, Solomon and Jesus, just as it is important for Muslims 
to believe in the revelation of the Quran that came to 
Muhammad, peace be upon him. The key word here however, 
is "original." As we all know the origin of the Bible is clouded 
with centuries of copying, translating and passing down 
information, now long lost with only copies of manuscripts 
remaining to remind us of what once was the Bible. 

Additionally, it should be noted that Muslims do not 
seek to destroy the Christians or Jews belief in the Word of 
God, rather it is an obligation for Muslims to call to what is 
right and to halt that which is evil. Certainly, causing the 
"People of the Book" (as the Quran refers to Christians and 
Jews) to fall into disbelief and leave off any faith in God at all, 
is the very opposite of the direction Muslims should take in 
presenting any comparison between Islam and what has come 
down in the past from the Almighty God. We only seek to 
bring about more light to the people seeking guidance and pray 
for all of us to be successful with our Lord in this life and in 
the Next life and we ask His Guidance and Support in doing 
so, ameen. 
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THE BIBLE 

[Yusuf Estes] 


Old Testament: 

There exist today a number of different versions in the 
ancient Hebrew language of the Jewish Book called the Torah 
[Law] and this is usually referred to in Christianity as The Old 
Testament. Naturally, there have been many different 
translations to a great number of languages over the centuries 
and one could not expect them to be identical in text or 
meaning. What we have in English today still remains 
somewhat similar to large amounts of these older documents. 
New Testament: 

There are also different versions of the Gospel or what 
is commonly called The New Testament in the Koine Greek 
language and Latin and these also have many translations to 
even other languages. Even amongst the English translations 
there are great differences. To mention two very clear 
differences for example; the Catholic Bible [c. 325 A.D] 
contains 73 books in total, while the Protestant Bible 
contains only 66 books, and although the newer (Protestant 
version) was taken from the Catholic Bible even then these 
books do not match completely with each other. There is no 
common denominator for any of the many different versions of 
the Bible. 

Dead Sea Scrolls: 

There have been a number of scrolls and parchments 
found in places surrounding what we call the "Holy Land" over 
the centuries, not the least of which are those often referred to 
as the "Dead Sea Scrolls" or as they are known to the scholars 
"Wadi Qumran Scrolls." These were discovered in the last 
century around 1930 and have been proven to be very ancient 
and could well be older than any other extant manuscripts. 
Much of what has been translated from these scrolls is similar 
to some of the oldest manuscripts, but there are still very 
important differences worthy of note. 
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THE QURAN 

[Yusuf Estes] 

Detailed Information on Quran on our websites: 
www.AllahsQuran.com * www.Qtafsir.com 
Quran Means "Recitation: 

The word "Quran" means "that which is recited; or that 
which is dictated in memory form." As such, it is not only a 
book, nor is it something that reaches us only in written form. 
The documentation in writing about the Quran has been 
preserved in museums throughout the world, including the 
Topekopi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey, the museum in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan and also in England. Keep in mind also, the Quran 
is only considered "Quran" while it is in the recitation form, 
not in the written or the book form. The word for what is 
written and held in the hand to be read by the eye is called 
"mus-haf' (meaning script or that which is written down). 

Only One Version - Arabic: 

There are no different versions of the Quran in the 
Arabic language, only different translations and of course, 
none of these would be considered to hold the value and 
authenticity of the original Arabic Recitation. The Quran is 
divided up into 30 equal parts, called "Juz"' (parts) in the 
Arabic language. These are learned by Muslims from their very 
early beginnings as children. 

Memorized by Millions - Entirely: 

The important thing to keep in mind about the Quran is 
the memorization and transmission of the actual "Rectiation" 
just as it came to Muhammad, peace be upon him, from the 
Angel Gabriel and was learned and memorized by his 
companions and they in turn, passed it down to their followers 
and continued in this way until we see today, over 10,000,000 
(ten million) Muslims who have committed the entire Quran to 
memory. This is not a small feat. After all, how many other 
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works of literary value have been memorized and passed down 
through so many generations, in the original language, without 
a single change in even one sentence? 

Each Muslim Has "Quran" Memorized: 

All Muslims have memorzied a portion of the Quran in 
the Arabic language, as this is an important part of their daily 
prayers. Many Muslims have memorized large portions of the 
Quran from one tenth to one half to all of the entire Quran, and 
all in the original Arabic language. It should be noted, there are 
over one and a half billion (1,500,000,000) Muslims 
worldwide and only about 10% are Arab, all the rest are tearing 
the Quran in Arabic as a second language. 

God Speaks in First Person to Mankind in Quran: 

The Quran contains clear statements from Almighty 
God (Allah) and it is Him speaking to all of us in the first 
person. He tells of us our own creation, the creation of all that 
is the universe and what has happened to those before us and 
what is to become of us if we do not take heed of the warnings 
clearly spelled out in His Revelation. He speaks also to 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, to show that Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, is not making this up himself and even 
chastises Muhammad, peace be upon him, for making human 
assumptions rather than waiting for revelation in matters (ie.; 
surah At-Tahreem and surah Abasa). 

Quran Mentions Itself: 

The Quran refers to itself as "The Quran" (The 
Recitation) and mentions that it is to all mankind and jinn 
(another creation of Allah, similar to humans in that they could 
make choices as to whether or not they would obey Allah's 
Commandments, and they existed before humans). 

Quran Describes Allah's Nature Exactly: 

The Quran is clear on who God is and who He is not. 
There is no room left for doubt after reading the Quran in the 
Arabic language: Allah is One. He is the only Creator, 
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Sustainer and Owner of the Universe. He has no partners. He 
has no relatives; wives, children or offspring. He is not like His 
creation and He does not need it for His existence, while all the 
time the creation is totally dependent on Him. His attributes are 
clearly spelled out as the epitome of each and every one. He is 
for instance, the All-Knowing; the All-Hearing; the All-Seeing; 
the All-Forgiving; the All- Loving; the All-Merciful; the Only 
One God. There is never a contradiction to this found 
anywhere in the Quran. 

Quran Challenges Readers: 

The Quran makes the clear challenge, that if you are in 
doubt about it - then bring a book like it. Also, to bring ten 
chapters like it and then finally, to bring one single chapter like 
it. 1,400 years - and no one has been able to duplicate it's 
beauty, recitation, miracles and ease of memorization. Another 
challenge for the unbelievers to consider; "If this (Quran) were 
from other than Allah , you would find within it many 
contradictions." And yet, another challenge offered by Allah in 
the Quran is for the unbelievers to look around for evidences. 
Allah says He will show them His signs within themselves and 
on the farthest horizons. 

Scientific Miracles in Quran: 

The scientific miracles of the Quran could not have 
been understood at that time, yet today we take for granted the 
many things included in the revelation of the Quran. Some 
include mentioning: The formation of embryo in the womb of 
the mother (surah 98); deep seas partitions; waters that do not 
mix; clouds and how they make rain and how lightning is 
caused by ice crystals; formation of the earth’s mountains deep 
underground; orbits of planets and stars and moons - and even 
the mention of space travel (surah 55:33). 
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JESUS OF CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM 

Comparing Ideas - Sharing Knowledge 

"Son of Who?" By - Yusuf Estes: 

Does the belief in Jesus, peace be upon him, as a ‘son 
of God’ really make sense? 

What exactly does 'son of God' mean? 

Can true salvation from God, be the punishment of 
someone else who is innocent from any of these crimes, to be 
punished as though he were guilty? 

Does God need someone to suffer severe punishment, 
even though they are trying, day after day. 

Did Jesus, peace be upon him, tell the people to take 
him as a god, or to worship him? 

Let us find the answer to these and other important 
questions about the nature of Jesus of Christianity and Islam. 
"Look to the Books": 

To begin, let us do a sample comparison of the 
teachings of the Holy Books of Almighty God. 

Quran of Islam: 

Surah 39:53 “Say: ‘Oh my servants who have 
transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy 
of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins, for he is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful’.” 

Also: Surah 4:110 “If anyone does evil or wrongs his 
own soul but afterwards seeks Allah’s forgiveness, he will 
find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 

Surah 2:21 “O you people! Adore your Guardian 
lord, who created you and those who came before you that 
you may become righteous.” 

Surah 58:22“You will not find any people who 
believe in Allah and the Last Day, loving those who resist 
Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their 
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fathers or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred. 
For such He has written faith in their hearts and 
strengthened them with a spirit from Himself. And He will 
admit them to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to well 
therein (forever). Allah will be well pleased with them, and 
they with Him. They are the Party of Allah. Truly it is the 
Party of Allah that will achieve Felicity.” 

New Testament of BIBLE: 

Mark 6:10 “Why do you call me good?” answered 
Jesus, “No-one is good but God alone!” 

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I came to abolish 
the Law of the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them, 
but rather to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until Heaven 
and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of the pen, will by any means disappear from the 
Law until all things are accomplished. Anyone who breaks 
one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But whoever keeps the commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called great in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 
does the Will of the Father who is in Heaven. Many will say 
to me on the day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 
many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” 

Some leaders claimed, “This probably refers to the 
Mormons or somebody else. Don’t worry about it.” 

Mark 1:35 Gabriel says Jesus will be “ called the son of 
God ’ and he would be “ given the Throne of David ’ to “rule the 
House of Jacob forever .” 

Luke 3:36 “Enos was the son of Seth, and Seth was 
the son of Adam, and Adam was the son of God.” 
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Note: Adam, not Jesus, is listed in this genealogy of Jesus as 
the son of God, not Jesus. 

Later on, the priests are asking Jesus, peace be upon 
him, if he claims to be the son of God. He tells them in fact, it 
is they who are making this claim. 

“You say that I am”: 

Gospel of John contains the greatest number of 
references to “son of God." 

Jesus, speaking in the third person talked about the 
“Son of God” in John 3:17 

John 5:24 John 11:4 John 11:27 

Martha, one of the followers, calls Jesus, peace be upon 
him, “The Messiah, the Son of God” John 20:31 he is called 
“The Messiah, the Son of God.” 

But no verse makes the exact statement “Jesus is the 
Son of God and as such he is divine or God.” 

QURAN 4:171 “O People of the Book! Commit no 
excesses in your religion: nor say of Allah anything but the 
truth. Christ Jesus, the son of Mary was (no more than) a 
Messenger of Allah, and His Word, which He bestowed on 
Mary, and a Spirit proceeding from Him: so believe in Allah 
and His Messengers. Say not “Trinity”: desist: It will be better 
for you: For Allah is One God: Glory be to Him: (Far exalted 
is He) above having a son. To Him belong all things in the 
heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a Disposer of 
affairs.” 

Notice in the Bible, the frequent link between the 
position of Jesus, peace be upon him, as the Messiah and the 
‘son-ship.’ 

The term ‘son of god’ cannot, in itself, be considered 
enough to declare anything unique about Jesus, peace be upon 
him, as this term is used for many people throughout the Old 
and the New Testament. See above: Luke 3:38 

Also, in Isaiah 62:8 refers to the entire house of Israel 
as being, ‘Sons of God’. 
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Romans 8:14 Paul tells us about those who are led by 
the spirit: 

“because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. ” 

The word “Messiah” is one that more particularly 
seems to represent the station of the person predicted to appear 
and lead the people to the victory over this world. 

Oxford Companion of the Bible states Jews prior to 
Jesus, peace be upon him, hoped for a prophesied ruler, 
reigning with everlasting justice, peace and security for the 
“Sons of Israel.” 

BIBLE Isaiah 11:1-5 “A shoot will come up from the 
stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The 
spirit of the Lord will be on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of 
Knowledge and of the fear of the Lord - and he will delight in 
the fear of the Lord.” 

Jeremiah 33:14-20 “The days are coming, declares the 
Lord, ‘When I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the 
house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days and at 
that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s 
line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is 
the name by which it will be called: The Lord Our 
Righteousness.” For this is what the Lord says: ‘David will 
never fail to have a man to sit on the throne of the house of 
Israel, nor will the priests, who are Levites, ever fail to have a 
man to stand before me continually to offer burnt offerings, to 
burn grain offering and to present sacrifices.” 

Ezekiel 37:24-28: “My servant David will be king over 
them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my 
laws and be careful to keep my decrees. The will live in the 
land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your fathers 
lived. They and their children and their children’s children will 
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live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince 
forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them, it will be 
an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their 
numbers and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My 
dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they 
will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the Lord 
make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.” 

Genesis 49:10 “The scepter will not depart from Judah, 
nor the rules staff from between his feet, until he comes to 
whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.” 

Numbers 24:17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, 
but not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise 
out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of 
all the sons of Sheth. Edom will be conquered; Seir, his enemy, 
will conquered, but Israel will grow strong. A ruler will come 
out of Jacob and destroy the survivors of the city.” 

God Incarnate? NOT HERE 

BIBLE 2 Samuel 7:12-15 Nathan the prophet (son of 
Solomon) “The Lord declares to you that the Lord Himself will 
establish a house for you: When your days are over and you 
rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed 
you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my 
Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I 
will be his father and he will be my son. 

(New Testament book of Hebrews stops here) 
Samuel continues: 

“When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of 
men, with floggings inflicted by men. But my love will never 
be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 
removed from before you.” 

Hebrews 1:5 “You are my Son; today I have begotten 

you.” 
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Does this support the case the doctrine that Jesus, peace 
be upon him, is the ‘begotten Son of God?” 

Old Testament BIBLE Psalms 2:7 David is stating what 
God has proclaimed regarding David’s relationship to God 
“I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: he said to me, ‘you are 
my Son; this day have I begotten you.” 

Note: the New International Version says the verse could be 
translated either as “become your Father” or as “begotten you” 
into English or Greek. 

New Testament BIBLE Mark 1:35 
“He will be called the Son of God.” 

Note: This does not state he “is” the son, but rather, he will be 
“called” the son of God. 

Or was he the “one anointed to preach Good News to 
the poor.” prophesied by Isaiah, and the Messiah proclaimed 
by Gabriel, the followers of Jesus, peace be upon him, Jesus, 
himself and the remained of the New Testament, he evidently 
would not be God. 

New Testament BIBLE John 8:58 

“I tell you the truth’, Jesus answered, ‘before Abraham was, I 
am!”’ 

“I am” is the term used to identify God to Moses, peace 
be upon him. 

New Testament BIBLE John 3:16 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 
son, that whoever believed in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 

This does not actually define Jesus, peace be upon him, 
as God, or as the Messiah or as a Prophet. 

Note: This verse was actually modified by Jerome in the 4th 
century. 

ARIUS (Early history of the Church) a popular leader 
from Alexandria, Egypt. He argued, Jesus, peace be upon him, 
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was created and not ‘begotten.’ He was charged with heresy 
and his followers were horribly oppressed by the Church. 

After the matter was ‘decided’ and ‘confirmed’ by the 
Council of Nicea in 325 A.D. and in an effort to consolidate 
both beliefs, Jerome altered the original version of the Gospel 
of John 3:16 by changing the word ‘monogenes’ (unique) and 
substituted the word ‘ingenious’; meaning ‘only begotten.’ 

What other ‘interpretations’ did the early Church 
Fathers invent to satisfy their claims of the divinity of Jesus, 
peace be upon him? 

Good question. 

New Testament BIBLE John 10:38 “But if I do it, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you 
may learn and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the 
Father.” 

John 14:10 “Don’t you know that I am in the Father 
and that the Father is in me? The words that I say to you are 
not my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me who is doing 
this work.” 

But further reading in the very same chapter: 
John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my 
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.” 

So how does he live in his disciples and how do they 
live in him? And if so, are they also, sons of God or Gods? 
Another good question. 

1st John 2:5-6 (This is an epistle [letter] written by 
another “John,” not John the Gospel err nor John the Baptist) 
“But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made 
complete in him. This is how we know we are in Him. 
Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.” 
Note: This indicates, living ‘in God’ means, ‘Obeying God’s 
commandments and following the Way of Jesus, peace be upon 
him. ’ 

Twice in the New Testament, Jesus, peace be upon him, 
tells his followers how to pray saying, “When you pray, say 
this...” 
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And the words are very clear, ‘God’s Will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven.” 

BIBLE John 17:22-23 “I have given them the glory that 
you gave me, that they may be one as we are one; I in them and 
you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the 
world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me.” 

The word used throughout chapter 10 and 17, for unity 
or one was the same, ‘he is’ meaning the number one. There is 
another word ‘hen’ which means a unity of essence. However, 
‘hen’ is nowhere to be found in these chapters. 

Note: Conclusion this is a prayer from Jesus, peace be upon 
him, to God that all of his followers would have the same 
relationship that he (Jesus) had. 

Understanding the word ‘one’ meanings understanding 
the way in which it is being used. For example a man and a 
woman become ‘one’ when they marry; someone might say, 
‘One hopes for success’ or ‘We are one in agreement.’ 

Jesus, peace be upon him, is supposed to have said, “If 
you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” In the very 
part of the Bible we find the verse wherein Jesus, peace be 
upon him, tells his followers, if they accepted a little child, 
then they also accepted Jesus, peace be upon him. Naturally, he 
did not mean the child was God or that he was a child. 

Christians are taught early in life, by doing good deeds 
and service for others, they are in fact allowing others to see 
Jesus in them. 

Why do we hold so tight to doctrines, even after 
realizing the incorrectness and false teachings? 

Yet another good question. 

The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus, peace be upon 
him, is a man, born of a woman without any father, 
strengthened by a Spirit from God (Gabriel), sent by God to 
teach the Children of Israel the true meaning of belief and 




64 Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 

proper actions (following the commandments) that God would 
accept from them and as such, their ‘road to salvation .’ 

One more time: BIBLE John 1:1 “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God at the beginning.” 

Jesus, peace be upon him, was the very “Word of God.” 

QURAN Surah 4:171 “O People of the Book! Commit 
no excesses in your religion: nor say of Allah anything but the 
truth. Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) A 
Messenger of Allah, and His Word, which He bestowed on 
Mary, and a Spirit proceeding from Him; so believe in Allah 
and His Messengers. Say not ‘trinity’: desist. 

It is difficult for us to admit that we have been deceived 
for so many years by some many people, some of them very 
near and dear to us. The truth is, ‘Someone has been lying to 
us’ - on purpose. 

It is also difficult to consider the consequences of 
loosing faith in the doctrine of the Church, out of fear of 
loosing faith in God altogether. 

But there is wonderful hope, Grace, Mercy and 
Salvation for those who come to the correct belief and obey the 
commandments. 

Wisdom or Word? 

Oxford Companion to the Bible The words “wisdom” 
and “word” were synonymous (exactly the same words) in 
Jewish thought at the time of Jesus. 

Old Testament BIBLE Proverbs 8:22-30 
“The lord brought me forth at the beginning of his work before 
his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the 
beginning before the world began. When there were no oceans, 
I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding with 
water; before the mountains were settled in place, before the 
hills, I was given birth, before he made the earth or its fields or 
any of the dust of the world. I was there when he set the 
heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the face 
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of the deep, when he established the clouds above and fixed 
securely the fountains of the deep, when he gave the sea its 
boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, and 
when he marked out the foundations of the earth. Then I was 
the craftsman at his side.” 

Proverbs 3:19 “By Wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s 
foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by 
his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop 
the dew.” 

APOCRYPHA (hidden books of the Bible) 
Wisdom I and Wisdom II Sirach (also called: “Ecclesiasticus”) 
written by Jesus ben Sira, a devout Jew of Jerusalem, 200 years 
before Christ. 

These texts were a part of the Bible until the time of the 
Calvinists and the Protestant Reformation (hence the word - 
protest). 

Scrolls found at Wadi Qumran and Masada confirm 
these were always a part of the ancient version of the Bible, but 
obviously not something Protestants wanted anything to do 
with. 

Wisdom states in Sirach 24:1-12 “Wisdom praises 
herself, and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. In the 
assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, and in the 
presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: ‘I came forth from 
the mouth of the Most High and covered the earth like a mist. I 
dwelt in the highest heavens, and my throne was in a pillar of a 
cloud. Alone I compassed the vault of heaven and traversed the 
depths of the abyss. Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, 
and over every people and nation I have held sway. Among all 
these I sought a resting place; in whose territory should I 
abide? Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, and 
my Creator chose the place for my tent. He said, ‘Make your 
dwelling in Jacob, and in Israel, receive your inheritance.’ 
Before the ages, in the beginning he created me, and for all the 
ages I shall not cease to be. In the holy tent I ministered before 
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him, and so I was established in Zion. Thus in the beloved city 
he gave me a resting place, and in Jerusalem was my domain. I 
took root in an honored people, in the portion of the Lord his 
heritage. 

Wisdom of Solomon 7:25-27 “For she is a breath of the 
power of God, and a pure emanation of the glory of the 
Almighty; therefore nothing evil gains entrance into her. For 
she is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the 
working of God, and an image of His goodness. Although she 
is but one, she can do all things, and while remaining in 
herself, she renews all things; in every generation she passes 
into holy souls and makes them friends of God, and prophets.” 

Did the beginning of the Gospel of John indicate John 
believed the Spirit was sent by God to Jesus, peace be upon 
him, that it was the Spirit of Wisdom, Spirit of Prophecy, sent 
to all the prophets, with the same commandments and wisdom? 

Could the Spirit of Wisdom be with God since 
creation? Or perhaps the Spirit was the ‘Word of God’ that was 
uttered or breathed by God in the Beginning and then 
continued along with God in the rest of Creation? 

BIBLE APOCRAPHA Wisdom of Solomon 7:22 “For 
wisdom, the Fashioner of all things, taught me.” 

Could the Spirit of Wisdom be the Holy Spirit that 
spoke to Mary about having her baby? And the same Holy 
Spirit that descending upon him at this baptism? 

BIBLE John 1:32 “Then John gave this testimony: ‘I 
saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain 
on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who 
sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you 
see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit’.” 

All of this confirms without doubt the writers of the 
Old Testament and the New Testament were definitely on the 
lookout for a “Messiah” or “chosen leader of the way to 
salvation in this life and the next life.” 
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The word in Hebrew for the ‘chosen one’ or ‘anointed 
one’ or ‘appointed one’ is ‘Messiah.’ 
The word in Koine Greek for ‘Messiah’ is ‘Christos’ (became 
‘Christ’). The word in Arabic for it is “Meshiha” 

Did Jesus, peace be upon him, ask people to pray to 
him, or to pray with him, to the God who sent him? 

Did Jesus, peace be upon him, claim to be God? 

Can the term "son of God” in English really present the 
meaning intended by the writers of the Bible? 

Now let us compare with compassion and wisdom in 
our hearts. Which of the two concepts make the most sense 
between Islam and Chrisitanity when it comes to the subject of 
Jesus, peace be upon him? 

Let us compare the two and see what our wisdom and 
common sense tell us: 

According to the teachings of Islam in the Quran and 
the words of the last prophet, Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
Jesus, the son of Mary, was predicted, he came to earth as a 
baby with a mother but no father, he did amazing miracles by 
the permission of Allah, including even bringing a dead man 
back to life; he did demonstrate for his followers the very best 
of behavior and obedience to the commandments of God. And 
according to the Bible he personally prayed and ask God 
Almighty to save him from the fate of going to the cross. 

The Bible indicates Jesus’ prayers at Gethsemene went 
unanswered, even though he stayed up through the night crying 
and asking God, "Let this cup pass from me, even so,Your 
will be done." 

Yet, according to Quran, Almighty God did answer his 
prayers. He did not go to the cross, but rather the likeness of 
him was put on another person who did go to the cross and 
Almighty God, caused Jesus, peace be upon him, to be saved, 
protected and he is with God and will return in the Last Days 
to lead the true believers to victory over the evil ones. 
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Some have even speculated the one on the cross was 
the very one (Judas Thomas Iscariot) who sold out Jesus and 
his followers for thirty pieces of silver. 


"The Sons of GOD" in Genesis 6:2,4. 

This Is Appendix 23 From The Companion Bible. 


Sons of God (Old 
Testament) 

Sons of God (New 
Testament) 

Angels are called "sons of 
God" in every other place 
where the expression is used 
in the Old Testament. 
Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7. Psalms 
29:1; 89:6. Daniel 3:25 

God is spirit, and that which 
is "born of the Spirit is spirit" 
(John 3:6) 

Angels are called "sons of 
God " in every other place 
where the expression is used 
in the Old Testament. Job 
1:6; 2:1; 38:7. Psalms 29:1; 
89:6. Daniel 3:25 

Adam is called a "son of 
God" in Luke 3:38 


"sons of God" (John 1:13. 
Romans 8:14,15. 1 John 

3:1).1 


It is only by the Divine 
specific act of creation that 
any created being can be 
called "sons of God". For 
that which is "born of the 
flesh is flesh". God is spirit, 
and that which is "born of the 
Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6) 


It is only by the Divine specific act of creation that any 
created being can be called "a son of God". For that which is 
" born of the flesh is flesh". God is spirit, and that which is 
"born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6), Hence Adam is called a 
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"son of God" in Luke 3:38. Those "in Christ" having "the new 
nature" which is by the direct creation of God (2 Corinthians 
5:17. Ehpesians 2:10) can be, and are called "sons of God" 
(John 1:13. Romans 8:14,15. lJohn 3:1). 1 This is why angels 
are called "sons of God" in every other place where the 
expression is used in the Old Testament. Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7. 
Psalms 29:1; 89:6. Daniel 3:25 (no article). 2 We have no 
authority or right to take the expression in Genesis 6:2,4 in any 
other sense. Moreover, in Genesis 6:2 the Septuagint renders it 
"angels". 

Angels are called "spirits" (Psalm 104:4. Hebrews 1:7,14), for 
spirits are created by God. That there was a fall of the angels is 
certain from Jude 6. 

The nature of their fall is clearly stated in the same 
verse. They left their own (oiketerion). This word occurs only 
in 2 Corinthians 5:2. Jude 6, where it is used of the spiritual (or 
resurrection) body. 

The nature of their sin is stated to be "in like manner" 
to that of the subsequent sins of Sodom and Gomorrha, Jude 7. 

The time of their fall is given as having taken place "in 
the days of Noah" (IPeter 3:20. 2Peter 2:7), though there may 
have been a prior fall which caused the end of "the world that 
then was" (Genesis 1:1,2. 2Peter3:6). 

For this sin they are "reserved unto judgement", 2Peter 
2:4, and are "in prison", IPeter 3:19. 

Their progeny, called Nephilim (translated "giants"), 
were monsters of iniquity; and being superhuman in size and 
character, had to be destroyed (see Appendix 25). This was the 
one and only object of the Flood. 

Only Noah and his family had preserved their pedigree 
pure from Adam (Genesis 6:9 see note). All the rest had 
become "corrupt" (shachath) destroyed [as Adamites]. The 
only remedy was to destroy it (defacto), as it had become 
destroyed (de jure). (It is the same word in verse 17 as in 
verses 11,12.) See further under Appendix 25 on the Nephilim. 
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This irruption of fallen angels was Satan's first attempt 
to prevent the coming of the Seed of the woman foretold in 
Genesis 3:15. If this could be accomplished, God's Word 
would have failed, and his own doom would be averted. 
As soon as it was made known that the Seed of the woman was 
to come through ABRAHAM, there must have been another 
irruption, as recorded in Genesis 6:4, "and also after that" (that 
is to say, after the days of Noah, more than 500 years after the 
first irruption). The aim of the enemy was to occupy Canaan in 
advance of Abraham, and so to contest its occupation by his 
seed. For, when Abraham entered Canaan, we read (Genesis 
12:6) "the Canaanite was then (that is to say, already) in the 
land." 

In the same chapter (Genesis 12:10-20) we see Satan's 
next attempt to interfere with Abraham’s seed, and frustrate the 
purpose of God that it should be in "Isaac". This attempt was 
repeated in 20:1-18. 

This great conflict may be seen throughout the Bible, 
and it forms a great and important subject of Biblical study. In 
each case the human instrument had his own personal interest 
to serve, while Satan had his own great object in view. Hence 
God had, in each case, to interfere and avert the evil and the 
danger, of which His servants and people were wholly 
ignorant. The following assaults of the great Enemy stand out 
prominently:- 

The destruction of the chosen family by famine, Genesis 50:20. 

The destruction of the male line in Israel, Exodus 
1:10,15, etc. Compare to Exodus 2:5. Hebrews 11:23. 

The destruction of the whole nation in Pharaoh's 
pursuit, Exodus 14. 

After David’s line was singled out (2Samuel 7), that 
was the next selected for assault. Satan's first assault was in the 
union of Jehoram and Athaliah by Jehoshaphat, 
notwithstanding 2Chronicies 17:1. Jehoram killed off all his 
brothers (2Chronicles 21:4). 

The Arabians slew all his children, except Ahaziah 
(2Chronicles 21:17; 22:1). 
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When Ahaziah died, Athaliah killed "all the seed royal" 
(2Chronilces 22:10). The babe Joash alone was rescued; and, 
for six years, the faithfulness of Jehovah’s word was at stake 
(2Chronicles 23:3). 

Hezekiah was childless, when a double assault was 
made by the King of Assyria and the King of Terrors (Isaiah 
36:1; 38:1). God's faithfulness was appealed to and relied on 
(Psalm 136). 

In Captivity, Hainan was used to attempt the 
destruction of the whole nation (Esther 3:6,12,13. Compare 
6 : 1 ). 

Joseph's fear was worked on (Matthew 1:18-20). 
Notwithstanding the fact that he was "a just man", and kept the 
Law, he did not wish to have Mary stoned to death 
(Deuteronomy 24:1); hence Joseph determined to divorce her. 
But God intervened: "Fear not". Herod sought the young 
Child's life (Matthew 2). 

At the Temptation, "Cast Thyself down" was Satan's 
temptation. 

At Nazareth, again (Luke 4), there was another attempt 
to cast Him down and destroy Him. 

The two storms on the Lake were other attempts. 

At length the cross was reached, and the sepulchre 
closed; the watch set; and the stone sealed. But "God raised 
Him from the dead." And now, like another Joash, He is seated 
and expecting (Hebrews 10:12,13), hidden in the house of God 
on high; and the members of "the one body" are hidden there 
"in Him" (Colossians 3:1-3), like another Jehoshaba; and going 
forth to witness of His coming, like another Jehoiada 
(2Chronicles 23:3). 

The irruption of "the fallen angels" ("sons of God") was 
the first attempt; and was directed against the whole human 
race. 

When Abraham was called, then he and his seed were 
attacked. 
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When David was enthroned, then the royal line was 
assailed. 

And when "the Seed of the woman" Himself came, then 
the storm burst upon Him. 

NOTES: 

1- The word "offspring" in Acts 17:28 is quite different. It 
is (genos), which means merely kin or kind, our genus 
as being originated by God. 

2- In Hosea 1:10, it is not beni-ha-Elohim, as here, but 
beni-el-chai. 

http://islaintoinorrow.com/bible/sons_of_god.htm 




Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 


73 


"BIBLE - A CLOSER LOOK!” 


By : Yusuf Estes - Former Christian - Muslim Chaplain 


Introduction and Explanation of Purpose of This 
Research and Presentation 

First of all, let me begin by saying that 1 am a former 
Christian, preacher, minister of music and organist for a long number 
of years in the Disciples of Christ Church, Baptist, Methodist 
churches and The Church of God. 1 totally and completely accepted 
the teachings and concepts of salvation within the Christian church 
many years ago. My parents were very religious and their parents 
were also very instrumental in building and supporting the work of 
the church throughout their entire lives. So, it is not my aim to 
discredit the efforts of those who came before me whatsoever. This 
is totally the opposite of my purpose in this presentation. 

Second, I am still most active in the spreading of the 
True Word of God as much as HE will allow me to be. I have 
found that some of the teachings of the translations of the Bible 
contain errors and mistakes which must be examined and 
thought through so as to bring about a better understanding for 
both the Christians and the non-Christians, especially those of 
the Muslim (Islam) faith. 

Third, I am presently an institutional chaplain and I 
hold the position of Delegate to the United Nations Peace 
Conference for the World’s Religious Leaders. As such I hold 
all the leaders of other religions in proper regard and with due 
respect. Many of my associates and co-workers are from the 
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Hindu faiths. 

Therefore, it is not my intention to cause people to lose 
their belief in God, His divinely-inspired prophets and 
messengers, or the holy scriptures that they brought. I humbly 
request all who read and study these pages to be considerate of 
those who are committed to believe in the scriptures of the 
Bible and not use this material as a tool for attacking and 
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harming the faiths of others. The opposite is what I request the 
reader to do. Please take time to learn the materials and then 
share in a positive light with those whom you honestly feel can 
handle a discussion on this topic without being confrontational. 

May Almighty God guide all of us the all truth, amen. 

An examination of the Bible is necessary today because 
of the many questions being raised by religious people of all 
circles, including Jews and Christians, as to its inconsistency 
with contemporary church teachings as well as its 
inconsistency within itself. 

Today, there are thousands of different versions of the 
Bible in circulation and the transcript has been freely translated 
from one language to another numerous times. According to 
Bible scholars themselves, the original scripture is no longer 
extant. It is nowhere to be found. We have no idea if what we 
are reading and implementing into our lives and belief system 
is, indeed, God's teaching . 

Muslims believe in the same Omnipotent, All-powerful, 
Unseen God that the Jews have believed in since Adam. 
However, unlike the Jews, Muslims join in with the Christians 
by also believing in Jesus as the "Christ"; ’’Messiah”; "Logos"; 
and "Miraculous Conception”; as well as all the previous 
Biblical prophets and their original scriptures that they 
brought. Muslims also believe that God is merciful and just to 
His creatures. So, they deny the concept of the ’Original Sin’ 
[all children are born into the sins of their parents! and the 
’Sacrificial Lamb’ concept which requires the blood of Jesus, 
peace be upon him, to atone for the sins of the sinners. This 
being the case, how can Muslims say that God is just and that 
His revelation, the Bible, is corrupted? Where is it in God's 
great plan that His revelation loses all credibility? These are all 
very excellent questions. 

It is a known fact that Jesus was regarded by his 
followers as a prophet and that what he preached was written 
down into physical form by his disciples. However, God 
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placed the responsibility on humans to preserve the integrity of 
this message over time. When the people failed in their duty, it 
was made necessary for the Holy Qur’an to come into existence 
in order to correct the teachings that were changed. By God's 
mercy He revealed His will once again to Muhammad over 600 
years later, and his companions similarly wrote it down and 
compiled it into what became known as The Holy Qur’an. By 
God's justice He promised that He would preserve it therefore 
making it the last revelation to humanity. Today an actual 
seventh century Qur'an, complete and intact, is on display in a 
museum in Istanbul, Turkey. I just returned from a trip to 
Istanbul, Turkey and have information about it on this web site: 

http://www.IslamTomorrow.com/events/ 

Amazing Revelation 

Strange as it may seem I came across astonishing 
information By Allah’s Mercy I have learned the Arabic 
language sufficient enough to read the Holy Quran in the 
original language. I have found the answers to problems of 
understanding meanings of scriptures in the Bible while 
studying the Holy Quran. 

Every Arabic Qur’an in the world today is, letter for 
letter, identical to this ancient script. Due to this preservation, 
the Quran exists today exactly as it did over 1,400 year ago in a 
language which is still alive today. I have found the Qur'an's 
teachings to be quite clear, consistent, and practical for 
application even in today's so called "modern world." 

The whole idea behind this work is to present the clear 
truth about the Bible, the Quran and the two religions of Islam 
and Christianity. If you do not have a good Bible, it would be a 
good idea to acquire at least two. Namely, the King James 
Version (based on the 1611 AD edition) and the Revised 
Standard Version (published in 1953). As you go through the 
many Biblical inconsistencies which I will be referring to in 
this material, please refer back to your Bible and examine it 
objectively. 
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Do not let pride, ego, bias or prejudice affect your 
judgment as you review the pages. If you do not free your 
mind and heart from these obstructions, then it will be near to 
impossible to see the light of truth to which we will be 
referring so often. 

Bear in mind also, that if a book were revealed from 
Almighty God to the humans, it should not have even a single 
mistake or error anywhere in it. Otherwise, it would indicate 
that it is not from a Perfect God, but rather from an imperfect 
human. 

While traveling around the world, I have found that 
many Jews and Christians are opening their eyes to this fact 
and are willfully accepting Islam and the Last and Final 
Testament of Almighty God (the Holy Quran) wholeheartedly. 

We have to examine the facts in order to be able to 
better understand the value of this information on our society 
today. One statement that is clear and repeated often these days 
is that Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world today 
and the largest religion in the world today with over 1.5 billion 
souls claiming to be Muslims. The word of God has been 
preserved in the Holy Qur’an and has been changed in the 
Bible. So, I am merely attempting to produce material which 
will help to clarify the matter. Due to the many years of 
traditional religious teachings and upbringing, it may be very 
difficult for you to accept this. If you are sincere in your heart 
and pray to the One Who Created you in the first place, then it 
will be totally up to Him to Guide you to all truth, not me. 
Islam is a complete Way of Life and it is based on total 
surrender to Almighty God, submission to Him in complete 
obedience and sincerity and in peace. 
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By: Yusuf Estes - former Christian - Muslim Chaplain 
Chapter 1 "Is 'King James' Version the Actual Bible?" 
Chapter 2 "Contradictions in the Bible?" 

Chapter 3 "Who is the God of the Bible?" 

Chapter 4 "Does Bible Say 'Jesus is God'?" 

Chapter 5 "What Does it all Mean?" 

Chapter 6 "What to do Now?" 


Chapter 1 "Is 'King James' Version the Actual Bible?" 
Note: The word "Bible" comes from the Koine Greek word 
" biblios " and it simply means the same as the word "book" in 
English. Nowhere in the Bible do we find the word "Bible." 
However, it is interesting to note the word " kitab " (Bible in 
Arabic) appears many times in the Quran, referring to the Bible 
and the People of the Book (Jews and Christians). 


Let me begin by saying that the King James "version" 
of the Bible is in English. There was no English language until 
the year 1066 AD when the Normans invaded the Saxxons. 
Therefore the English Bible cannot be anything like what any 
of the prophets spoke or understood, as it did not exist in their 
times. 


Next, my grandfather, who was a devout and wonderful 
Christian man gave a gift of the Holy Bible to my sisters and I 
almost fifty years ago. It was an authorized version of the 
Bible, being The Revised Standard Version of the Bible which 
was a revised version of the American Standard Version, 
published in 1901, which was a version of the King James 
Version, published in 1611, which was revised and corrected 
for the first time in 1612, etc. I was very much impressed with 
the easier to read text and clarification of some of the wording 
which was presented in this version and began to read the 
Bible on a daily basis for hours at a time. The removal of the 




78 Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 

Elizabethton English terms, phrases and expressions made the 
Bible a more accessible and understandable and intimate Book 
for me. But that is not all the RSV did for me and many others, 
as well. 

My love and respect for the Word of God increased the 
more that I spent time reading and understanding the message. 
The Bible became my most prized and respected book in my 
life. I often turned to it throughout the rest of my life in times 
of joy, happiness, sadness, troubles and pain. It was my 
compass, my road map, my weather vane and my friend. 
However, there were still some problems with this 
IMPROVED VERSION of the Holy Bible. It began to disturb 
and concern me to the extent that I made consultation with my 
father, who was also an ordained minister and student of the 
Bible since childhood. Based on his research and background 
in the origin and sources for modern day Christianity, I began 
to go deeper into the problems which had plagued my thinking 
and faith since childhood. 

I prayed to Almighty God and then found the answers 
to some of the problems were spelled out very clearly in the 
very beginning of the exact same book. I have that book lying 
in front of me on my desk as I write this article and would like 
to quote to you from some of the PREFACE page iii and iv: 

"The King James Version has with good reason been 
termed ’the noblest monument of English prose.' Its revisers in 
1881 expressed admiration of 'its simplicity, its dignity, its 
power, its happy turns of express... the music of its cadences, 
and the felicities of its rhythm.’ It entered, as no other book 
has, into the making of the personal character and the public 
institutions of the English-speaking peoples. We owe to it an 
incalculable debt." 

"Yet the King James Version has grave defects . By the 
middle of the nineteenth century, the development of Biblical 
studies and the discovery of many manuscripts more ancient 
than those upon which the King James Version was based, 
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made it manifest that these defects are so many and so serious 
as to call for a revision of the English translation. The task was 
undertaken, by authority of the Church of England, in 1870. 
The English Revised Version of the Bibles was published in 
1881-1885; and the American Standard Version, its variant 
embodying the preferences of the American scholars 
associated in the work, was published in 1901." 

"Because of the unhappy experience with unauthorized 
publications in the two decades between 1881 and 1901, which 
tampered with the text of the English Revised Version in the 
supposed interest of the American public, the American 
Standard Version was copyrighted, to protect the text from 
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyright was acquired by 
the International Council of Religious Education, and thus 
passed into the ownership of the churches of the United States 
and Canada which were associated in this Council through 
their boards of education and publication." 

".... decision was reached that there is need for a 
thorough revision of the version of 1901..""In 1937 the 
revision was authorized by vote of the Council." 

" Thirty-two scholars have served as members of the 
Committee charged with making the revision, and they have 
secured the review and counsel of an Advisory Board of fifty 
representatives of the co-operating denominations." 

"Each section has submitted its work to the scrutiny of 
the members of the charter of the Committee requires that all 
changes be agreed upon by a two-thirds vote of the total 
membership of the Committee." 

"The problem of establishing the correct Hebrew and 
Aramaic text of the Old Testament is very different from the 
corresponding problem in the New Testament." 

"For the New Testament we have a large number of 
Greek manuscripts, preserving many variant forms of the text. 
Some of them were made only two or three centuries later than 
the original composition of the books." 
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"For the Old Testament only late manuscripts survive, 
all (with the exception of the Dead Sea Texts of Isaiah and 
Habakkuk and some fragments of other books) based on a 
standardized form of the text established many centuries after 
the books were written." 

"The present revision is based on the consonantal 
Hebrew and Aramaic text as fixed early in the Christian era 
and revised by Jewish scholars (the 'Masoretes') of the sixth to 
ninth centuries. The vowel signs, which were added by the 
Masoretes, are accepted also in the main, but where a more 
probable and convincing reading can be obtained by assuming 
different vowels, this has been done." 

"... vowel points are less ancient and [less] reliable than 
the consonants." 

"Departures from the consonantal text of the best 
manuscripts have been made only where it seems clear that 
errors in copying had been made before the text was 
standardized." 

"Most of the corrections adopted are based on the 
ancient versions [translations into Greek Aramaic, Syriac, and 
Latin], which were made before the time of the Masoretic 
revision and therefore reflect earlier forms of the text." 

"Sometimes it is evident that the text has suffered in 
transmission, but none of the versions provides a satisfactory 
restoration. Here we can only follow the best judgment of 
competent scholars as to the most probable reconstruction of 
the original text." 

"Many difficulties and obscurities, of course, remain." 

"Where the choice between two meanings is 
particularly difficult or doubtful, we have given an alternative 
rendering in a footnote." 

"If in the judgment of the Committee the meaning of a 
passage is quite uncertain or obscure, either because of 
corruption in the text or because of the inadequacy of our 
present knowledge of the language, that fact is indicated by a 
note." 
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"It should not be assumed, however, that the 
Committee was entirely sure or unanimous concerning every 
rendering not so indicated." 

"To record all minority views was obviously out of the 
question." 

"The King James Version of the New Testament was 
based upon a Greek text that was marred by mistakes, 
containing the accumulated errors of fourteen centuries of 
manuscript copying." 

"It was essentially the Greek text of the New Testament 
as edited by Beza, 1589, who closely followed that published 
by Erasmus, 1516-1535, which was based upon a few medieval 
manuscripts." 

"The earliest and best of the eight manuscripts which 
Erasmus consulted was from the tenth century, and [yet] he 
made the least use of it because it differed most from the 
commonly received text; Beza had access to two manuscripts 
of great value, dating from the fifth and sixth centuries, but he 
made very little use of them because they differed from the text 
published by Erasmus." 

"We now possess many more ancient manuscripts of 
the new Testament, and are far better equipped to seek to 
recover the original wording of the Greek text. The evidence 
for the text of the books of the New Testament is better that for 
any other ancient book, both in the number of extant 
manuscripts and in the nearness of the date of some of these 
manuscripts to the date when the book was originally written." 

The words are in plain English. The second paragraph 
says it all, "Yet, the King James Version has grave defects. 

Therefore, we must conclude the "King James 
Version" is NOT the Actual Bible sent by God to mankind. 
Chapter 2 : "Contradictions in the Bible?" 

First and foremost, let me be perfectly clear on the 
position of Muslims regarding the authenticity of the Holy 
Bible. It is a condition of faith for believers to believe in all of 
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God's Books and scripture as stipulated by the Quran, the Last 
and Final Testament from Almighty God to mankind, that the 
previous scriptures, including of course the Old Testament 
(Arabic = Torah), the Psalms (Arabic = Zabur) and the New 
Testament (Arabic = Injeel) were all from Almighty God 
(Arabic = Allah) in their original form. The beginning verses 
of the Quran clearly spell out the position of the 'Believer' with 
regard to these scriptures. As the translation from Arabic may 
be rendered regarding the conditions of believers: 

"And they (believers) believe in what is being sent 
down to you (Muhammad, peace be upon him) and they 
believe in what has been sent down before (previous Holy 
scriptures to Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, and of course 
Jesus, peace be upon them all)." [Quran 2:2,3] 

Therefore, it must be established that Muslims do 
accept that Almighty Allah did send down many Holy Books 
and he did allow the people to alter, change, delete and make 
additions to these Books, and as such, they can no longer be 
considered as the "Word of God” in their present condition. 
This is something immediately agreed upon by all qualified 
Biblical scholars. 

Incidentally, there is sufficient evidence in the Quran to 
prove the remainder of the Bible still contains many of the 
original teachings and sayings of the prophets to whom the 
various scriptures were revealed. 

From the previous chapter we can easily determine that 
the original source of the Bible, both the Old and New 
Testaments have been lost and are no longer extant in any 
language. What has remained and been referred to for 
translations, is in fact nothing more than old copies that do not 
necessarily agree with each other and there does exist in them 
obvious corruption in additions and deletions. Additionally, 
they are not complete and do not have full agreement of the 
scholars of the Bible as to their meanings. 

Just to offer a few of the many contradictions and errors 
of that which is being presented as the "Word of God" in the 
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Bible I would like to quote the research of scholars of the 
Bible: 

VERSES THAT CONTRADICT THEMSELVES: 

Genesis 6:3 and Genesis 11:11 - Life limited to 120 years? 
Genesis 32:30 and Exodus 33:20 - Jacob's life was preserved? 
Exodus 4:22 and Jeremiah 31:9 - Who was God’s firstborn? 
Numbers 23:19 and Genesis 6:6-7 - Does God repent or not? 

2 Samuel 6:23 and 2 Samuel 21:8 - Did Michael have 
children? 

2 Samuel 8:4 and 1 Chronicles 18:4 - 700 or 7000 horsemen? 

2 Samuel 8:9-10 and 1 Chronicles 18:9-10 - Toi or Tou? 
Hadadezer or Hadarezer? Joram or Hadoram? 

2 Samuel 10:18 and 1 Chronicles 19:18 - 700 or 7000 
charioteers? 40,000 horsemen or footmen? Captain's name? 

2 Samuel 24:1 and 1 Chronicles 21:1- Who provoked David? 

2 Samuel 24:9 and 1 Chronicles 21:5 - 800,000 or 100,000? 

2 Samuel 24:13 and 1 Chronicles 21:11-12-7 or 3 years? 

1 Kings 4:26 and 2 Chronicles 9:25 - 40,000 or 4,000 stalls? 

1 Kings 5:15-16 and 2 Chronicles 2:2 - 3300 or 3600? 

1 Kings 7:26 and 2 Chronicles 4:5 - 2000 or 3000 baths? 

2 Kings 8:26 and 2 Chronicles 22:2 - 22 or 42 years old? 

2 Kings 24:8 and 2 Chronicles 36:9 - 18 or 8 years old? 3 
months or 3 months and 10 days? 

Ezra 2:65 and Nehemiah 7:67 - 200 or 245 singers? 

Matthew 1:12 and Luke 3:27 - Who was Salathiel's father? 
Matthew 1:16 and Luke 3:23 - Who was Joseph's father? 
Matthew 9:18 and Mark 5:22-23 - Dead or not? 

Matthew 10:5-10 and Mark 6:7-8 - Bring a staff or not? 
Matthew 15:21-22 and Mark 7:24-26 - The woman was of 
Canaan or Greece? 

Matthew 20:29-30 and Mark 10:46-47 - One or two beggars? 
Matthew 21:1-2 and Mark 11:1-2- What happened to the ass? 
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Matthew 26:74-75 and Mark 14:72 - Before the cock crow 
once or twice? 

Matthew 27:5 and Acts 1:18- How did Judas die? 

John 3:16 and Psalms 2:7 - Only begotten son? 

John 5:31 and John 8:14 - Was Jesus' record true or not? 
VERSES THAT CONTRADICT THE TRINITARIAN 
DOCTRINE AND/OR THE DIVINITY OF JESUS: 

Exodus 33:20, John 1:18, 1 Timothy 6:16 - No one saw God. 
Isaiah 42:8 - Do not praise and worship images. 

Isaiah 45:1 - "Anointed" does not mean "God". 

Matthew 14:23, 19:13, 26:39, 27:46, 26:42-44 - Jesus prayed. 
Matthew 24:36 - Jesus was not all-knowing. 

Matthew 26:39 - Jesus and God had different wills. 

Matthew 28:18 - All power was given to Jesus. 

Mark 1:35, 6:46, 14:35-36 - Jesus prayed. 

Mark 10:17-18 and Luke 18:18-19 - Jesus denied divinity. 
Mark 12:28-29 - God is one. 

Mark 13:32 - Jesus was not all-knowing. 

Mark 16:19 and Luke 22:69 - Jesus at the right hand of God. 
Luke 3:21, 5:16, 6:12, 9:18, 9:28, 11:1-4, 22:41 - Jesus prayed. 
Luke 4:18, 9:48, 10:16 - Jesus was from God. 

Luke 7:16, 13:33, 24:18-19 - Jesus was a prophet. 

Luke 10:21 - Jesus gave thanks. 

Luke 23:46 - The spirit of Jesus was commended to God. 

John 4:19- Jesus was a prophet. 

John 4:23-24 - Worship in spirit and truth. 

John 14:28 - One was greater than the other. 

John 5:19, 5:30, 7:28, 8:28 - Jesus was helpless. 

John 5:20 - The Lather showed the son. 

John 5:30 and 6:38 - Jesus and God had different wills. 

John 5:31-32 - Jesus' witness was not true. 

John 6:11 and 11:41-42 - Jesus gave thanks. 
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John 6:32 - The Father was the provider, not the son. 

John 7:29, 16:5, 16:28 - Jesus was from God. 

John 7:16, 12:49, 14:24, 17:14 - Jesus'words were not his. 

John 8:42 - Jesus did not come of himself. 

John 10:29 - "My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 
all." 

John 14:1 - Jesus said, "...believe also in me." 

John 14:16, 17:1, 17:9, 17:11, 17:15 - Jesus prayed. 

John 14:31 and 15:10 - Jesus followed commands. 

John 17:6-8 - "I have given unto them the words which thou 
gavest me." 

John 20:17 - Jesus had a god. 

Acts 2:22 - Jesus was "a man approved of God." 

Romans 8:34 - Jesus was an intercessor. 

1 Timothy 2:5 - Jesus was the mediator between God and 
humans. 

Incidentally, these are really only some selections of 
contradictions and inaccuracies found in the modern versions 
of the Bible. There are many more but for the sake of time and 
space we have limited ourselves to those listed above. 

Again I would like to repeat, the Muslim must believe 
in all original texts coming from Almighty God. The only 
subject being discussed here is whether or not the Bible being 
offered today in the English language is in fact, the real 
"Bible". 

Chapter 3 "Who is the God of the Bible?" 

"ONE" - SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN LITERALLY 
Mark 10:6-9 and John 14:20,15:1-7,17:11,17:18-23,17:26 

There are many verses in the Bible that speak of Jesus 
and God as being "one". 

But does this necessarily mean that Jesus is God? If you 
read the six selections above then you will see that we cannot 
take the word "one" so literally. If we do, then we are God, as 
Jesus said, "...they also may be one in us" and "...they may be 
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one, even as we are one .” What the Bible means when it says 
that Jesus is "one" with God is that he is extremely close to 
god, "as if' they are one. John 17:18-23 tells how we normal 
human beings can attain this "oneness" (or "closeness") with 
God by being "sanctified through the truth." Aside from this, 
neither the word "trinity" appears anywhere in the Bible nor 
any explanation of such a thing. 

"LORD" DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN "GOD": 
Matthew 18:23-34, Luke 19:11-21, and John 20:26-29 

Many of Jesus' disciples referred to Jesus as "Lord". Even 
Jesus himself said that he is their Lord. But does this mean that 
he is their God? If you read the three short stories above then 
you will realize that back in the Biblical time period most 
servants referred to their masters as "lord". This was a common 
practice because it showed honor and respect for a person of 
such high stature. 

"LORD" - A Lofty Title: 

Even today in many countries around the world such as 
England, "lord" is used in referring to kings, princes, and 
others who deserve such a lofty title. The disciples and 
followers of Jesus viewed him as their earthy master and 
themselves as his servants. He was a man from God who 
brought them God's message of truth, justice, and peace. Who 
could be more deserving of the title "lord" than Jesus Christ? 
Besides, "lord" is defined by Webster in many curious ways. 

A few of them are as follows: 

1. A man of high rank in a feudal society. 

2. A king. 

3. A general masculine title of nobility or rank. 

4. A man of renowned power. 

5. A man who has mastery in a given activity or field. 
Commenting on the word's history, Webster says that 

" lord " literally means 'guardian of the bread'". He continues, 
"Since such a position would be the dominant one in the 
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household, lord came to denote a man of authority and rank in 
society at large." 

In The Holy Qur'an also uses "lord” in the same context 
(see 12:23 and 12:41-42). This was simply the language of the 
time. 

The word "lord" does not render the person which it is 
being applied to as God. If this were the case, then many 
human beings in the Bible would have to be considered God. 

Chapter 4: "Does Bible Say 'Jesus is God'?" 

JESUS DENIED DIVINITY: 

Mark 10:17-18 and Luke 18:18-19 These verses are most 
indicative of Jesus' position and real nature. The verse in Mark 
reads: 

"As he [Jesus! was setting out on a journey, a man ran 
up and knelt before him, and asked him, 'Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, 'Why do 
you call me good? No one is good but God alone." 

If you analyze this verse in truth you will see that Jesus, 
quite simply, is not God. If he was, why then would he say "No 
one is good but God alone"? Jesus did not want to be called 
"good" because he was not God. That title, as Jesus admits, 
belongs to none but God. 

This subject was actually a part of another book that I 
have been in the process of writing for a number of years. 
Considering the fact that I may never finish it, I have taken the 
liberty to put some of it down on paper and then compared it to 
findings of other Christian preachers who have come to Islam 
and you can read that online at: 
http://www.lslamTomorrow.com/bible/son of who.asp 

Chapter 5: "What Does it all Mean?" 

CONCLUSION: 

If all of this has confused you it's probably because 
you've been trying to justify your belief in the Trinity. To 
believe in the Trinity goes against all of the teachings of Jesus, 
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as well as the Bible. This is because the Trinity is a man-made 
doctrine that was drawn up several hundred years after Jesus. 
In this time period different interpretations of the Bible were 
causing serious debates among Christians. The various 
interpretations were, undoubtedly, due to human perversion of 
the original scriptures, poor preservation, and/or shoddy 
translations. One of the main things being questioned was the 
nature of God and Jesus. Was Jesus actually God, the son of 
God, or just a messenger? The Council of Nicea was formed in 
an attempt to settle this dispute, and the Nicea Creed (the 
Trinitarian doctrine) was subsequently hammered out. 

Again, as I stated in the beginning, this writing has not 
been complied to put down or destroy the true teachings of the 
Bible and the Prophets. I would like to quote from a version of 
the Bible wherein Jesus is represented as saying: 
"Think not that I came to destroy the Law [Torah] and the 
Prophets [prophethood]. I did not come to destroy them, but 
rather to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, not an iota, not 
a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments [from the Law] and teaches men so, shall be 
called least in the Kingdom of heaven; but he who does them 
and teaches them shall be called great in the Kingdom of 
heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. " [Matt. 5:17] 

It is wrong to assume that our beliefs are true simply 
because our teachers, preachers and parents have taught us 
something passed down to them by generations of forefathers 
before them. What I would invite all of us to do is to do 
research for ourselves and learn from reliable sources what is 
the origin of modern Christianity and what should be our 
perspective on true belief in general. We can only achieve this 
with open minds and hearts. 

So, may the Great God of the Universe guide us all 
with His perfect Guidance to all truth, ameen. 
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Chapter 6: "What to do Now?" 

It is not at all logical to simply accept a belief system 
because it was passed down to you by your parents. After all, 
what if it is not correct? A system for belief should be based 
upon sound principles of reasoning and understanding, rather 
than feelings and emotions. 

As regards the Muslims treatment of Jesus, peace be 
upon him, it should be kept in mind that, although they do not 
hold him to be the 'son of god’ in Christianity, he is definitely 
held in high esteem as great prophet, 'Miraculous birth" and 
also believe in the same unseen God that he referred to as 
"Your Lord and my Lord, your God and my God." 

Please take time to read the articles on this site. Print 
them out and share with others. Write to us and visit our 
website for more information about the world's largest and 
most compatible religions; Islam and Christianity. Research for 
yourself the Council of Nicea and the preservation of the 
Bible, or lack thereof. 

There are a number of books which are easily 
accessible written by experts and scholars on the Bible which 
are very enlightening on this subject: 

"Who Wrote the Bible" - Richard Elliott Friedman [excerpts] 
"Who Wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls?" - Norman Golb 
"The Book of \T" - Harold Bloom & David Rosenberg "The 
Text of the New Testament - Its Transmission, Corruption, 
& Restoration" - Bruce M. Metzger 

Islam is truly and simply a complete way of life and set 
of rules taught by all the prophets to mankind, similar to 
Biblical teachings that were revealed to humankind after Jesus 
through the last and final prophet Muhammad. 
Why? Good Question... 
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Nicaea Council of 325 A.D. 

What Was It All About? - How Did It Change 
Christianity? 

Read what the Catholic Church Says About Itself 

Many people today, even Catholics, do not know the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church was already in business several 
hundred years BEFORE Jesus, peace be upon him, was even 
born. It was a pagan church established by the Roman 
government in an effort to control the subjects of Rome by 
having them all participate at least to some extent, along with 
other Roman citizens in some kind of common worship 
practices and beliefs Arian belief in One God - meant Jesus 
was not God or a part of God. Therefore, the Roman Catholic 
Church could not accept this. 

Easter needed to be added as well. Heresy " was the 
term now being used to describe what many former priests and 
bishops had been teaching. 

"God is One, without partners" seems to be the theme 
throughout the Old Testament. But now suddenly when the 
pagan Romans are about to make Christianity the official 
church of the Holy Empire, the need to rethink the concept of 
God arises. 

A God-Man and Man-God seem to fit right in with the 
"former pagan" concept of their ’gods on earth.’ 

Could this explain the source for "Trinity?" 

"Trinity" does not appear anywhere in the Old 
Testament or the New Testament. 

Even the phrase, "And these two are one" (First Epistle 
of John, Chapter 5, verse 7) is fabricated and based on the 
verse prior to it. [see: Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
1952 and History of Translations of Bible to the English 
Language, F. F. Bruce). 
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The year was 325 A.D. according to the Roman 
calendar. A council was convened by order of Constantine, the 
Roman emperor. He had been a leader in the cult kn own as Sol 
Invictus (Invincible Sun) and now wanted to unite the 
Christian sects in the empire under his existing church; the 
Universal Church of Rome. Many changes to the religion of 
Christianity were about to take place at that council, including: 

> Formulation for wording concerning the Trinity based 
on Anthanias (description of the formulation is 
mentioned below) 

> Changing Verses of Bible 

> Eliminating certain verses and books from the Bible 

> Declaring Arian’s "unitarian" (belief in the Unity of 
God) as heresy 

> Changing the day of worship from Saturday to Sunday 

> Changing the date of Jesus' birthday to December 25th 

> Introduction of Easter (pagan worship called "Feast of 
Ishtar") 

> Church of Roman "officially" became the "Universal 
Church of the Holy Roman Empire" (the word 
'Catholic' means 'universal' 

The Roman Catholic Church took on a new face. 

What follows is a quote from the Roman Catholic Church. 
It is their explanation behind the many changes occurring 
during the Nicaea Council. 

[Begin Quote] 

Council of Nicaea, First Ecumenical Council - 325 A.D. 
(Christian Era) 

The Nicene Council is considered by all as the first 
Ecumenical Council of the Church (Roman Catholic 
Church). It was occasioned by the Arian heresy which in 
effect denied the divinity of Jesus Christ. The major 
product of this council was the Creed, the "Nicene Creed"; 
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but it also addressed the date of Easter, and the place of the 
Patriarch of Alexandria. 

Occasion for the Council The Arian heresy had infected 
parts of the Church all the way from Alexandria through 
Palestine, Syria, Asia minor to Greece. It was bad enough that 
it viciated the very heart of Christian doctrine from within, but 
there was also danger that it would weaken the Empire itself, 
and so Constantine, who was trying hard to consolidate the 
Empire, took an active part in trying to solve the matter. He 
called for a council of bishops of the Church. At first it 
appeared that he had in mind only the Eastern bishops since he 
first designated Ancyra in Galatia (Ankara in Turkey) as a 
place for the bishops to assemble. Arianism had particularly 
divided the Church there. But this would make it difficult for 
himself to attend, and besides it might be good for other 
bishops to attend, those not necessarily involved in the 
controversy. Hence Nicaea in Bithynia was finally selected; it 
was close to the sea making it easier for more bishops to 
attend, he had there a large palace compound, both to house the 
bishops and with a great hall in which they could assemble, 
and he could keep an eye on them from nearby Nicomedia. 

Constantine himself was strongly influenced by certain 
Arian bishops, particularly by Bishop Eusebius of the capitol 
city of Nicomedia, and if he did not actually have Arian 
leanings himself, he had been informed by them that a council 
of the Church would show that the teaching of Arius was 
correct. It would be to Constantine's credit that when the 
bishops in council voted the opposite way, condemned 
Arianism and overwhelmingly affirmed the traditional 
doctrine, that he got behind them 100% and promulgated their 
decisions. 

The Council Called 

He announced the council (a command-performance for 
important bishops) by the imperial post, heretofore reserved for 
civil administration and urgent military matters. Of course the 
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bishops wanted to settle matters too; the heresy and schism 
were tearing the Church apart, but Constantine's calling for a 
general council and the manner in which the council was 
conducted shows us to what great extent there was almost a 
union between church and state. Constantine put the imperial 
transportation system at the disposal of the bishops. This meant 
they could travel on his boats free, that they could go by cart or 
wagon, horse, whatever means the Empire had to offer, all 
under the protection of the Roman army (travel was not only 
difficult, but brigands made it dangerous). Constantine housed 
the bishops, fed them and provided his own palace as a place to 
meet. 

The Council Assembled 300 bishops were present 
(Ambrose of Milan and Hilary of Poitier report 318, but this 
may be a symbolic number representing the 318 servants of 
Abraham, Gen 14:14) most of them from the East. Not a few of 
the bishops attending were maimed or their predecessors had 
been killed by the very soldiery which now guarded them; they 
winced as they paraded into the council chamber, the soldiers 
with their swords and shining armor now forming an honor 
guard on either side of their procession. There is no doubt but 
what the bishops had every freedom of discussion and vote (at 
this council at least) because that was the rule of the Roman 
senate after which a council is patterned, and yet to these 
bishops at least so shortly out of persecution, the soldiers who 
stood guard inside the chamber, both to assure good order and 
prevent any intrusion from outside, must have been a symbol 
of imperial power and influence, formerly unleashed against 
them. 

Constantine himself opened the council with an 
impassioned plea for unity and peace, and his good friend 
Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea (a suspected Arian or at least an 
Arian sympathizer) gave the opening address. According to the 
pattern of the Roman senate the council was actually presided 
over by another good friend of Constantine, Hosius, bishop of 
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Cordoba, Spain, who had presided over a local council in 
Elvia, Spain, some 30 years before. Hosius was assisted by the 
delegates from Pope Sylvester, the simple priests, Vitus and 
Vicentius, all in true senatorial style. The history at the time 
does not explain why the delegates of the Bishop of Rome held 
such a prominent place in the Council. Catholics like to stress 
that it was because the pope has some position of authority or 
leadership over the other bishops. Others maintain it was 
because Rome was the seat of the civil government (but it had 
just been moved from there to Constantinople). Anyway this 
pattern would be followed at many succeeding councils. 

The Nicene Creed: 

The big thing which happened was the Nicene Creed, 
but in this way: 

Most held out at first for a Scriptural language and 
expression to make clear against the Arians what the catholic 
doctrine had been, but as the discussions progressed it became 
evident that there was no Scriptural vocabulary which would 
correctly express the orthodox teaching. They lighted on a 
philosophical term, homoosios (same substance as) to express 
what they meant and what had always been the catholic 
teaching, but there was still needed a formula to summarize 
and convey their meaning. Of all bishops, Eusebius of 
Caesarea, who had been clobbered by the synod at Antioch the 
year before, produced a creed he used in his church. As far as it 
went, it was acceptable to the rest of the bishops, but they 
made additions in order to make it very clear that Arius' 
position was not what they espoused. This creed would be 
further amended by the First Council of Constantinople, and 
hence is technically known as the "Nicene-Constantinopolitan 
Creed", but maybe it should be known as the Caesarean- 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. 

Here it is beneficial to explain something councils do, 
almost as a byproduct. Primarily a council's purpose, at least a 
dogmatic council, is to proclaim with unmistakable clarity a 
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doctrine already a part of the teaching of the Church. But at 
Nicaea there were not a few bishops, well-intentioned and open 
to the Spirit, who actually would have been hard pressed 
themselves to give a clear explanation of the relationship of the 
Son to the Father. But because they had humility and good will 
they learned from the discussions of the Council, at the same 
time that they were a part of the council process. Hence a 
council can also teach bishops. All of the bishops present 
signed the Creed, except two, Secundus of Ptolemais and 
Theonas of Marmarica. Constantine banished them along with 
Arius (whom he later recalled). 

Date of Easter: 

Among other things they also settled (they thought) was 
the date of Easter. While most celebrated Easter on a Sunday to 
commemorate the resurrection, there were a few who 
celebrated on weekdays (even Good Friday) according to a 
Jewish reckoning (the Quartodeciman controversy addressed 
by Pope Victor, 189-198), and those who did observe Sunday 
did not all observe on the same Sunday. Constantine wanted, as 
did most bishops, a universal observance. To this very day it is 
disputed what the council fathers meant by their decision, and 
Easter is still observed variously, but the points of their decree 
supposed by most are: 1) Easter should be celebrated on the 
same day by all (a point all agree was contained in the decree); 
2) Jewish custom was not the criterion to be followed (a point 
which is not cited by the Greeks, but strongly mentioned both 
in the writings which preceded the council and in Eusebius' 
report of it); and 3) that the practice of Rome and Alexandria 
(then West and Egypt) should remain in force, namely the 
Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal equinox (the 
Creeks do not cite the first half of this point, only the second). 
But even Alexandria and Rome did not agree for a long time, 
due to calculations (miscalculations) as to the date of the vernal 
equinox. Rome celebrated the equinox on March 18, and 
Alexandria on March 23. Since this is something scientific, 
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that is, half way between the shortest and the longest day of the 
year, it could be and was eventually solved by the devising of 
various cycles, so that a fixed day in the lunar calendar (14th of 
Nisan) would occur according to a predetermined pattern in the 
Julian calendar. Today Greeks and other Orthodox maintain 
that the Roman date of Easter is wrong, saying that the Nicene 
Council stipulated that the Resurrection must always be 
celebrated after the Jewish Passover. 

Now it must be remembered that only incomplete 
records of canons and decrees exist from the Council at 
Nicaea. What we actually have is the Creed, the disciplinary 
action against the Arians, 20 disciplinary canons, a letter to the 
Alexandrian church, and a list of the bishops present (a list 
which varies from language to language). 

The rest of the canons (if authentic at all) have been 
garnered from other sources, including Arabic writings. In thus 
citing Nicea about Easter coming after the Jewish Passover, the 
Greeks must have sources which are not commonly known, 
and stronger sources than the west is aware. For example, 
Eusebius of Caesarea writing just after the Council quotes from 
the letter of Emperor Constantine to all who were not present 
at the Council," relative to the sacred festival of Easter it was 
declared to be particularly unworthy for this holiest of all 
festivals to follow the custom of the Jews. We ought not 
therefore, to have anything in common with the Jews. We 
desire to separate ourselves from the detestable company of the 
Jews for it is surely shameful for us to hear the Jews boast that 
without their direction we could not keep this feast. In their 
blindness, they frequently celebrate two Passovers in the same 
year. How then could we follow these Jews for to celebrate the 
Passover twice in one year is totally inadmissible." 

Alexandrian Patriarchate: 

Another important question (Canon 6) the council took 
up was the position of the ancient see of Alexandria because 
there were problems of jurisdiction down there due to the 
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Melitian schism. The Council's purpose was to bring order to 
the Church in Alexandria, but in so doing they gave evidence 
to something which was developing in the Church, namely, 
listing the metropolitan centers of Christianity and putting 
them in order of their importance. Not a few have seen this as a 
sort of ambitious clamoring on the part of some sees to "lord it 
over" less important places. Perhaps there was some of this 
(later there certainly was), but it would seem that the intention 
of Nicaea was merely to establish order and place 
responsibility of keeping order and orthodoxy on strong and 
capable centers of Christian teaching. In brief, the council 
stated that Alexandria had under its jurisdiction the whole of 
Egypt, Libya, and Pentopolis. But in solving this problem with 
regard to Alexandria, almost as a byproduct and as if it went 
without saying, they mentioned that Alexandria was second 
only to Rome which had similar rights in the West. It mentions 
Antioch being in the third place but does not define its 
territory. 

They remind all, however (Canon 7) of the importance 
of the Sea of Jerusalem but still left it under the jurisdiction of 
Caesarea. (Remember Jerusalem had been destroyed in the 
year 70 by Titus and it took a while for Christians there to 
make a come-back.) Of course there was no Constantinople 
yet. We speak nowadays of the "Patriarchates" of Rome, 
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, as being established or 
recognized by the Council of Nicaea, but it is important to 
stress that at this juncture Nicaea doesn't use this term at all. It 
does use the term "Metropolitan", but mostly it just refers to 
the "Bishop of Alexandria", or the "Bishop of Rome" etc. 
(Canon VI). Of the remaining canons, all interesting, none 
really apply to the question of East-West relations or the 
church-state problem we are addressing. Constantine himself 
(who apparently had attended many sessions, though neither he 
nor the Roman presidents voted) brought the council to a close 
with another talk on unity but in it he calls himself a ' fellow 
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bishop ", showing how closely he associated himself with the 
work of the Church. 

How Did 1 God Become 3? 

Excerpts and Quotes From The Catholic Church History: 

We all know the Bible says 'God is One' and, "Thou 
shalt not have any 'gods' beside God. 

Yet somehow today Christians are presenting a vast 
variety of terms and explanations on how God can actually be 
"One and Three at the same time." 

Some attempt to resolve the issue by saying "Jesus is 
Lord!" or even "Jesus is God." (May Allah save us from any 
blasphemy, ameen). 

According to the priests of the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church there is more to the belief in God than simply saying, 
"God is One." 

Jews had no problem with the concept of "Unity of 

God." 

The problem was with the Greeks and other pagans 
who had become quite used to the notion, that their ’gods’ in 
some way resembled the creation around them. 

Arius, the bishop from Egypt, like many of the early 
Christians, believed in God as One and Jesus, peace be upon 
him, as one subservient to God. That is to say, in a lessor 
position than God. 

This concept is still held today by more than 1.5 billion 
Muslims, who adhere to the teachings of the Quran and the 
pro phet Muhammad, peace be upon him. 

Simply put, "There is no God worthy of worship, 
except the One True God. He has no partners." 

This aligns nicely with the belief of the early followers 
of Abraham, Moses, David and Solomon, peace be upon them 
all. 

In an effort to resolve this issue once and for all, 
Emperor Constantine ordered the bishops from the different 
factions to assemble in His land. 
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What took place next was to change the way most 
Christians think of God for many centuries to come. 

To offer the reader the opportunity to read what the 
Catholic Church claims took place in the year 325 under the 
direction of the pagan-turned-Christian-emperor Constantine, 
we have attempted to faithfully reproduce from their own 
writings, exactly how they view what took place 1,680 years 
ago during the Council of Nicaea. 

Arianism Versus the Council of Nicaea 

By Brother John Raymond 

Introduction: 

Arianism with its fundamental Trinitarian controversy 
must not be looked upon as an isolated theory by its founder 
Arius. 

Its appeal, which began in Alexandria and spread 
through the whole Empire, must be seen in the context of the 
times. The Church emerged in a Jewish and Greek world. The 
question occupying this non-Christian world was the contrast 
between the "One and the Many, between the ultimate unity 
that lay behind the visible universe and the incalculable variety 
that exists in the world (Ward 1955, 38)." 

The relationship between God and the world had to be 
solved. The Jews proposed a supreme God who created by His 
word. It was an idea of a mediating "Word or Wisdom - the 
Word which is pronounced, the Wisdom which is created - 
whereby the Father communicated Himself to man and took 
possession of him (Guitton 1965, 81)." 

The Greeks could not see how a finite and changeable 
world could come from an eternal and changeless God. They 
proposed the idea of a "mediating Intelligence or even Word, a 
first emanation of the first principle which reduced the distance 
between God and the world (Guitton 1965, 81)." 

The primitive Church had to "reconcile the notions they 
had inherited from Judaism with those they had derived from 
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philosophy. Jew and Greek had to meet in Christ. They had to 
find an answer that would agree with the revelation they had 
received from Christ as recorded in the scriptures (Ward 1955, 
39)." 

This struggle for a reconciliation of thought reached its 
climax with the Arian controversy. The Church responded with 
the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea that brought together 
Scriptural and philosophical thought to explain the Trinity. The 
Council did triumph over Arianism but only after fifty years of 
bitter battling. Imperial support and confusion in theological 
terminology were the principal reasons for such a long drawn 
out battle as we will see. 

Arius and His Teaching: 

Arius, who was born in Egypt in 256 A.D., was a parish 
priest in Alexandria. He had studied under St. Lucian of 
Antioch, the founder of the school of Antioch, who had earlier 
been condemned for holding that Christ was only a man; 
although he was later reconciled. He is called the "Father of 
Arianism" because "Arius and almost all the 4th-century Arian 
theologians were his students. 

Calling themselves Lucianists and Collucianists, they 
developed his adoptionist and subordinationist tendencies into 
a full heresy (Harkins 1967, 1057, 1058)." 

With this background Arius struggled with the question 
of the Trinity. His teaching in Alexandria was the following: 
"Personal distinctions were not eternally present within the 
nature of God. . . the Godhead Himself was responsible for 
them. . . Identifying the eternal Godhead with the Father and 
regarding the Logos ('Logos' is simply a Greek word for 
'word') as no more than a power or quality of the Father, he 
said that before time began the Father had created the Son by 
the power of the Word to be His agent in creation. 

The Son was not therefore to be identified with the 
Godhead, He was only God in a derivative sense, and since 
there was once when he did not exist He could not be eternal. 
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Arius stressed the subordination of the Logos to such an extent 
as to affirm His creaturehood, to deny His eternity and to assert 
His capacity for change and suffering (Ward 1955, 41)." This 
teaching of Arius "drove the distinctions outside the Deity and 
thus destroyed the Trinity. It meant solving the difficulty of the 
One and the Many by proposing a theory of one Supreme 
Being and two inferior deities (Ward 1955, 43)." The Person of 
Christ "belonged to no order of being that the Church could 
recognize. . . He was neither God nor man (Ward 1955, 42)." 
Arius Versus the Alexandrian Bishop: 

Arius' views began to spread among the people and the 
Alexandrian clergy. Alexander the Bishop called a meeting of 
his priests and deacons. The Bishop insisted on the unity of the 
Godhead. Arius continued to argue that since the Son was 
begotten of the Father then at some point He began to exist. 
Therefore there was a time when the Son did not exist. Arius 
refused to submit to the Bishop and continued to spread his 
teaching. Alexander called a synod of Bishops of Egypt and 
Libya. Of the hundred Bishops who attended eighty voted for 
the condemnation and exile of Arius. After the synod 
Alexander wrote letters to the other Bishops refuting Arius' 
views. In doing so the Bishop used the term "homoousios" to 
describe the Father and Son as being of one substance. 
Alexander "used a term which was to become the keyword of 
the whole controversy (Ward 1955, 43, 44)." 

With the decision of the synod Arius fled to Palestine. 
Some of the Bishops there, especially Eusebius of Caesarea, 
supported him. From here Arius continued his journey to 
Nicomedia in Asia Minor. The Bishop of that city, Eusebius, 
had studied under Lucian of Antioch. He became Arius' most 
influential supporter. From this city Arius enlisted the support 
of other Bishops, many of whom had studied under Lucian. His 
supporters held their own synod calling Arius' views orthodox 
and condemning Bishop Alexander of Alexandria. Arius 
seemed to have good grounds for this condemnation. The term 
homoousios was rejected by Alexander's own predecessor 
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Dionysus when arguing against the Sabellians (who claimed 
the Father and Son were identical). All this controversy was 
taking place just as the Church was emerging from Roman 
oppression. 

Constantine and Osseous: 

With the rise of Constantine to power Christianity 
became the religion of the Roman Empire. Constantine had 
politically united the Empire but he was distressed to find a 
divided Christianity. Constantine, certainly not understanding 
the significance of the controversy, sent Ossius his main 
ecclesiastical adviser with letters to both Alexander and Arius. 
In the letters he tried to reconcile them by saying that their 
disagreement was merely just a matter of words. Both of them 
really were in agreement on major doctrines and neither were 
involved in heresy. The letters failed to have an effect. 

In 325 A.D. Ossius presided over a Council of the 
Orient in Antioch that was attended by fifty-nine bishops, 
forty-six of whom would soon attend the Council of Nicaea. 
This Council in Antioch was a forerunner of the latter Council 
in Nicaea. Under the influence of Ossius a new Church 
practice was inaugurated - that of issuing a creedal statement. 
At this Council Arianism was condemned, a profession of faith 
resembling the Alexandrian creed was promulgated and three 
Bishops who refused to agree with the teaching of this Council 
were provisionally excommunicated until the Council of 
Nicaea. 

Roman Emperor Calls Council of his Church 
(Universal or Catholic Church of Rome) 

It was the year 325 AD in what is now Turkey and in 
the summer of that year, probably under the suggestion of 
Ossius, Constantine called for a general council of the Church 
at Nicaea in Bithynia. That an Emperor should invoke a 
Council should not be considered unusual since in Hellenistic 
thought he "'was given by God supreme power in things 
material and spiritual (Davis 1987, 56)."' 
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The Council of Nicaea: 

The General Council was well attended by the major 
sees of the Eastern Empire. Also some Western Bishops were 
present. Because of old age and sickness Pope Sylvester did 
not attend but sent two papal legates. The total number of 
Bishops who attended the Council has been disputed. Eusebius 
of Ceasarea who attended it claimed 250; Athanasius also in 
attendance mentioned 300; after the Council a symbolic 
number of 318 was used; modern scholars put the number at 
220 . 

If there were minutes taken of the Council proceedings 
they are no longer in existence. We know from the writings of 
Rufinus that "daily sessions were held and that Arius was often 
summoned before the assembly; his arguments attentively 
considered. The majority, especially those who were 
confessors of the Faith, energetically declared themselves 
against the impious doctrines of Arius (LeClercq 1913, 45)." 

Concerning the Creed that was drafted at the Council 
"Eusebius of Caesarea, Athanasius of Alexandria and 
Philostorgius have given divergent accounts of how this Creed 
was drafted (LeClercq 1967, 792)." But from one 

reconstruction of the events Eusebius of Nicomedia offered a 
creed that was favorable to Arian views. This creed was 
rejected by the Council. Eusebius of Caesarea proposed the 
baptismal creed used in Caesarea. Although accepted it does 
not seem to form the basis of the Council's Creed. Attempts 
were made to construct a creed using only scriptural terms. 
These creeds proved insufficient to exclude the Arian position. 
"Finally, it seems, a Syro-Palestinian creed was used as the 
basis for a new creedal statement . . . The finished creed was 
preserved in the writings of Athanasius, of the historian 
Socrates and of Basil of Caesarea and in the acts of the Council 
of Chalcedon of 451 (Davis 1987, 59)." When the creed was 
finished eighteen Bishops still opposed it. Constantine at this 
point intervened to threaten with exile anyone who would not 
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sign for it. Two Libyan Bishops and Arius still refused to 
accept the creed. All three were exiled. 

The Creed and an Analysis: 

Some parts of the literal translation of the Nicaea Creed 
are as follows: 

”We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
all things visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only begotten of the Father, that is, of the substance (ousia) 
of the Father, God of God, light of light, true God of true God, 
begotten not made, of the same substance (homoousios) with 
the Father, through whom all things were made both in heaven 
and on earth . . . Those who say: "There was a time when He 
was not, and He was not before He was begotten;’ and that 'He 
was made out of nothing;’ or who maintain that 'He is of 
another hypostasis or another substance,’ or that The Son of 
God is created, or mutable, or subject to change,’ the Catholic 
Church anathematizes (LeClercq 1913, 45)." 

The Arians were very clever in twisting phrases in 
creedal statements to reflect their own doctrine. The Son being 
"begotten of the Father" was seen by them as saying that the 
Son was created from nothing. But to counter their doctrine the 
phrase "begotten not made" was added to the creed that totally 
ruled out their position of the Son having a beginning. Another 
Arian teaching was that the Son was God by grace and name 
only. The creedal statement "true God of true God" was an 
affirmation that the Son was really truly God against this Arian 
position. The most important statement in the creed that 
affirms "that the Son shares the same being as the Father and is 
therefore fully divine" was the phrase "of one substance 
(homoousios) with the Father" (Davis 1987, 61). This 
statement totally destroyed the Arian view of the Son as an 
intermediary being between God and Creation. 

In case the creed was not enough to end the Arian 
controversy anathemas were attached directly condemning 
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Arian positions. The Arian denial of the Son's co-eternity with 
the Father is expressed in the two phrases "there was when the 
Son of God was not" and "before He was begotten He was 
not." The Arian belief in the Son being created out of nothing 
is expressed in the phrase "He came into being from things that 
are not." The Arian doctrine that the Son being a creature was 
subject to moral changeability and only remained virtuous by 
an act of the will is expressed in the phrase "He is mutable or 
alterable." Finally the Arian position of the Son as subordinate 
to the Father and not really God is expressed in the phrase "He 
is of a different hypostasis or substance." With these specific 
anathemas against them the Arians and their heresy seemed to 
be finished. 

Terminology Problem: 

With the Eastern Church using Greek and the Western 
Church using Latin misunderstandings were bound to arise 
over theological terminology. Once instance of confusion is the 
statement "He is of a different hypostasis or substance." The 
two words in the Eastern Church were seen to be synonymous. 
In the West hypostasis meant person. So for a Westerner the 
Council would look as if it was condemning the statement that 
the Son was a different Person from the Father, which would 
clearly be erroneous. Only later would the East come to 
distinguish hypostasis from substance (ousia) as in the West. 
This instance of confusion "points up the terminological 
difficulty which continued to bedevil Eastern theology and to 
confuse the West about the East's position (Davis 1987, 63)." 

A second and very important termed used by the 
Council was homoousios. At that time this word could have 
three possible meanings. "First, it could be generic; of one 
substance could be said of two individual men, both of whom 
share human nature while remaining individuals. Second, it 
could signify numerical identity, that is, that the Father and the 
Son are identical in concrete being. Finally, it could refer to 
material things, as two pots are of the same substance because 
both are made of the same clay (Davis 1987, 61)." The Council 
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intended the first meaning to stress the equality of the Son with 
the Father. If the second meaning for the word was taken to be 
the Council's intention it would mean that the Father and Son 
were identical and indistinguishable - clearly a Sabellian 
heresy. The third meaning gave the word a materialistic 
tendency that would infer that the Father and Son are parts of 
the same stuff. 

Along with these possible misunderstandings of the 
meaning of the word homoousios the history of the word is 
closely associated with heresies. The word was originally used 
by the Gnostics. The word had even been condemned at the 
Council of Antioch in 268 regarding its use by the Adoptionist 
Paul of Samosata. Another factor making the word unpopular 
was that it was never used in Sacred Scripture. 

The Council's defeat by Arianism: 

It is not surprising that with its use of the word 
homoousios the Council could be called into question. Bishop 
Eusebius of Nicomedia gained the confidence of Emperor 
Constantine. He convinced Constantine that the Council's use 
of the word homoousios was Sabellian (Father and Son were 
identical). The Emperor now favored the Arians. With the 
death of Constantine the Empire was divided between his sons. 
Constants who ruled in the West favored Nicaea while his 
brother Constantius who ruled the East was anti-Nicaea. 
Supporters of Nicaea in the East especially Bishop Athanasius 
were deposed and excommunicated by the Dedication Council 
of Antioch. This Council directly attacked the Nicaea Council 
by promulgating its own creed that omitted the phrases "from 
the substance of the Father" and "homoousios." Some attempts 
were made to find a substitute word for homoousios. As many 
as fourteen Councils were held between 341 and 360 "in which 
every shade of heretical subterfuge found expression . . . The 
term Tike in substance,' homoiousion . . . had been employed 
merely to get rid of the Nicene formula (Barry 1913, 709)." 
Not all Arians, or their new name of Semi-Arian, agreed with 
this new word. One group emphasized that the Father and Son 




107 


Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 

were "dissimilar" or anomoios. Another group used the word 
"similar" or homoios to describe the Father and Son 
relationship. 

With the death of Constants in 350 his anti-Nicaea 
brother Constantius became sole ruler of the Empire. The new 
Emperor demanded that all the Bishops of his Empire should 
agree with the homoios formula. In 359 he summoned two 
Councils, one in the East at Seleucia and the other in the West 
at Rimini. Both Councils, under the Emperor's threats and with 
rationalizing arguments aimed at calming consciences, were 
induced to sign the homoios formula. "This Homoean victory 
was confirmed and imposed on the whole Church by the 
Council of Constantinople in the following year" which 
condemned the terms homoousios, homoousios and anomoios 
(Ward 1955, 57). It seemed that the Arians had triumphed over 
the Nicaea creed. 

The Final Battle: 

The seeming triumph of homoeism was short lived. 
First it gained its popularity solely by imperial imposition. 
With the death of Constantius in 361 it collapsed. Second by 
persecuting both homoousios and homoousios supporters alike 
"it brought about better understanding and, ultimately, 
reconciliation between the two groups (DeClercq 1967, 793)." 
Athanasius an ardent defender of the homoousios position and 
following the Alexandrian train of thought had begun his 
reasoning with the unity of God. From there he had concluded 
that the Son and Spirit who shared that unity must have the 
same essential substance. The Cappadocian Fathers Basil of 
Caesarea, Gregory Nazianzen and Gregory of Nyssa were 
associated with Homoiousians. The point of departure for them 
as well as the Antiochenes had been the individual aspect of 
the divine personality. With the help of Athanasius they came 
to the realization that the three Persons as God must share the 
same identical substance also. By using the term homoousios 
the Cappadocian Fathers "had never meant to deny the unity 
but only to preserve the distinction of persons (Ward 1955, 
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58)." Both came to the conclusion that although they used 
different terms what they meant to say was the same. The 
Cappadocian Fathers came to accept the term homoousios. 
Athanasius, on the other hand, accepted the Cappadocian 
formula for the Trinity - one substance (ousia) in three persons 
(hypostaseis). 

At about the same time as Athanasius and the 
Cappadocian Fathers were reaching an agreement another 
development was taking place. The East and the West were 
arriving at a better understanding of each other’s theological 
terminology. At the Synod of Alexandria in 362 the Nicene 
Creed was re-affirmed, the terms ousia and hypostasis were 
explained and Macedonianism (sometimes referred to as 
another form of Semi-Arianism in its subordination of the Holy 
Spirit) was condemned. Under the Eastern Emperor Valens 
(364-378) homoeism still had imperial favor. 

In the West Ambrose of Milan led the fight for the 
Nicene Creed. At the Council of Sirmium in 378, with the 
support of the Western Emperor Gratian, six Arian Bishops 
were deposed. A series of laws were passed in 379 and 380 the 
Emperor prohibited Arianism in the West. 

In the East with the succession of Valens by a Nicene 
sympathizing Emperor Theodosius I all exiled Bishops under 
Valens to return to their sees. In 381 he convoked a regional 
Council at Constantinople. The first canon from this Council 
states that "'the faith of the 318 fathers who assembled at 
Nicaea in Bithynia is not to be made void, but shall continue to 
be established (Davis 1987, 126).’" In 380 the Emperor 
Theodosius outlawed Arianism. The last victory over Arianism 
came in 381 with the Council of Constantinople in the East and 
the Council of Aquileia in the West. Both of them "sealed the 
final adoption of the faith of Nicaea by the entire Church 
(DeClercq 1967, 793)." 

Conclusion: 

The Council of Nicaea was victorious in the end. It 
took over fifty years of bitter battling between the upholders of 
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the Council of Nicaea and those against it. The Arian heresy 
seemed finished when the Council so specifically 
anathematized their teachings one by one. The Arian doctrines 
condemned were the following: The Son was created by the 
Father out of nothing. Thus the Son was not God in the strict 
sense but by grace and in name only. The Father and Son did 
not share the same substance. The Son being a creature was 
subject to moral changeability and only remained virtuous by 
an act of the will. 

Terminology difficulties had kept the door open for the 
Arians to continue after the Council. This was especially true 
with the term homoousios (of the same substance) used by the 
Council to describe the relationship between the Father and the 
Son. The Arians took advantage of one of the term's other 
meaning, that of identity, to claim that the Council said the 
Father and Son were identical thereby invalidating the Council. 
The Arians then started producing their own creeds either 
eliminating this tenn or substituting another for it. This lead to 
the breaking up of the Arians into diverse groups according to 
which term they supported - anomoios (dissimilar), homoios 
(similar) or homoiousion (like in substance). 

It is obvious that Imperial involvement in the 
controversy determined at any given moment whether the 
Council of Nicaea or the Arianism was dominating the 
controversy. With the imposition of the term homoios on the 
Church by the Emperor Constantius the work of the Council of 
Nicaea seemed doomed. But the popularity of this term died 
with the Emperor. The persecution of both the Homoiousians 
and the Homoiousians forced them to begin to dialogue. With 
the two great representatives of these positions, St. Athanasius 
and the Cappadocian Fathers, finding theological grounds for 
their eventual agreement the way was paved for the triumph of 
the Council of Nicaea. This incident later coupled with Eastern 
and Western Emperors who were pro-Nicaea led to the final 
Arian downfall. 
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"Priests & Preachers Enter Islam?" 

Chaplain Yusuf Estes 

Read: Shocking Reality of Real People Coming to Islam - 

My ethnic background is English-Native American, 
Irish and German. I was what they called a "WASP" (white, 
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant). My family moved to Texas in 1949 
while I was still in grade school, so my accent changed from 
"Yankee" to "Texan" real quick. We learned how to say "Ya'll" 
instead of "youse guys" and "Howz ever thaangV instead of 
"Waz up?" We also learned how to eat "Corn bread ’n bains" 
instead of "Johnny cakes and beans." 

I was born in Ohio, raised and educated in Texas and 
was a successful marketing entrepreneur and preacher of 
Christianity. I grew up in a religious home. My parents and 
their relatives were all ’good Christians.’ Basically that means 
that you never drink alcohol, except on very special occasions 
and never gamble expect Bingo at the church. Religion was a 
real part of my life. I believed very much in God and the Bible 
as His Word. While other children were playing 'school' and 
'cops and robbers’ I would sometimes play the 'Preacher.' I can 
still remember my first sermon, standing on the ground in 
Doug Hideman's backyard: "We must learn the Way of God! 
And then stay on that Way." (That's all I said. I couldn’t think 
of anything else) 

My whole family on both my mother's and father's 
sides were very active members of the same denomination of 
Protestant Christianity. We all loved to go to church on Sunday 
mornings for Sunday school and sermon (well maybe we didn't 
all love the long sermons). Then of course, special activities 
and holidays such as Easter, Christmas, Halloween and parties 
were always a part of our lives in my early years. Our church 
was originally called only "Christian Church." It wasn't until I 
turned 10 or 12 years old that the church 'split' into two 
different groups that we started calling ourselves "Disciples of 
Christ." 
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My father was an ordained minister and also very 
active in church work, as a Sunday school minister and fund 
raiser for Christian schools. He was the 'expert' in the Bible 
and its translations. It was through my father that I came to 
know about the various versions, translations and editions of 
the Bible as well as the introduction of pagan worship to 
Christianity about the time of the Emperor Constantine (325 
C.E.). He, like many preachers would answer the question: 
"Did God actually write the Bible?" by saying: "The Bible is 
the Inspired Word of Man FROM GOD." Basically, it means 
that humans (inspired humans, but humans just the same) 
wrote the Bible. That quickly explains the errors, mistakes, 
deletions and additions which have crept in and fell out over 
the years. He would add: "But it is still the Word of God, as 
inspired to man." 

God was always on my mind. I was 'baptized' into the 
'Spirit' at age 12 and surprised even the minister (an ex-Jew 
who accepted Jesus) by my seriousness and intent on being a 
'full real follower of Christ." I would think about Him and what 
He wanted us to do and why He created us in the first place, 
very often. Many times I would be caught 'day dreaming' about 
God when I was supposed to be paying attention to other 
things, like watching the pots boil over on the stove or not 
listen to the teachers at school. Sometimes I would rest my 
head on my arms on the top of my desk and try to imagine: 
"What will happen when we die?" and "What will Heaven be 
like?" or "Can we ever see God's angels or the devil?" 

My mind was frequently preoccupied with these types 
of thoughts as a child. But then as with most youth, I became 
distracted from my pursuit and began to be influenced by my 
peers. Other children would make fun of me if I talked about 
these questions and thoughts, so it seemed like a good idea to 
keep it to myself. No problem. I like to be alone with my 
thoughts of God anyway. 

After growing up and owning many business, I realized 
that I did not want to be a 'preacher.' I was too afraid that I 
might be a hypocrite or call people to something that I myself 
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didn't truly understand. After all, I had 'accepted the Lord' and 
considered myself a true Christian, but at the same time I could 
not resolve the idea of God being One and at the same time He 
is 'Three.' And if He is the 'Father', how could He also be the 
'Son?' And then what about the 'Holy Ghost?' (later they 
changed that to 'Spirit'), But my big question was always the 
same: "How does three equal one?" 

Over the years I had tried to 'find' God in many 
different ways. I checked out Buddhism, Hinduism, 
metaphysics, Taoism, different forms of Christianity and 
Judaism. The one most attractive to me was a combination of 
Gnosticism (Christian mysticism) and Cabalism (Jewish 
mysticism) and metaphysics. This actually is a form of 
pantheism (God being throughout His creation) and is similar 
to some of the 'Sufi' mystics of today. But this concept in its 
entirety repulsed me because I did not want to imagine myself 
as being a 'part of God,' 

God is Pure! God is Perfect! God is All Knowing and 
All Aware of all things! So, how can I come along and say 
things like I was hearing from the other preachers: "In a way, 
we are all gods," Read the Bible: 

"You are gods, sons of the Most High , all of you; 
nevertheless, you shall die like men, and fall like any prince." 
(quoted from the Old Testament; Psalms [82:6]) & "I said, you 
are gods." (New Testament John 10:34) 

The rationalization which comes about in the books 
attributed to the Apostle Saul (changed his name to Paul), are 
full of statements which basically cancel the Torah or Law of 
the Old Testament. He makes it a matter of how you 
'understand' something that makes it 'permissible' or 
'forbidden.' As an example in the English Revised Standard 
Version which I have carried with me since 1953, it says in 
Paul's letter to the Romans: 

"I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that 
nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who 
thinks it unclean. " [Rom 14:14] 
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And again, in the same letter: 

"So do not let what is good to you be spoken of as evil. 

For the kingdom of God does not mean food and 

drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit. " [Rom 14:16] 

By these types of statements, Paul pretty much destroys 
the entire Old Testament Commandments. Yet at the same 
time, in the same English version of the Bible in the first book 
of the New Testament, we are told that Jesus preached a 
message which was exactly the opposite of St. Paul: 
"Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
For truly , I say to you, till heaven and earth shall pass away, 
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one o f the least o f these 
commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the 
kinsdom o f heaven; but he who does them and teaches them 
shall be called sreat in the kinsdom o f heaven. For I tell you, 
unless vour righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kinsdom of heaven ." 

[Mt. 5:17-20] 

So according the St. Paul's own testimony in his letter 
to the new Roman Christians, he is relaxing not just the least of 
these commandments, but basically all of these 
commandments. And he justifies everything with his 
rationalization that if you don't think it's bad, then it's not! 

I just felt that something was wrong in this message and 
decided to try to uphold the Commandments according to the 
Old Testament as much as I could. That would mean: No Pork: 
circumcision: no sex outside of marriage: no adultery; worship 
on Saturday (not Sunday) and most important of all: No 
worship of anything which is in the creation. This is in direct 
line with the verse which says: 

"You shall have no other gods before (besides) me. You shall 
not make yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything 
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that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 
them or seme them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third 
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
steadfast love to thousands who love me and keep my 
commandments. " [Ex 20:3-6] 

It seemed reasonable to me, that there should only be 
One God. He should be All in Charge and without any 
partners. Reason also would demand that only He should be 
given any worship because He Alone deserves it. And as God, 
He should be the One to set the rules and give the orders. Then 
it would be clear who really loved Him and who was following 
His Commandments. 

I had tried not to deal with these issues for many years. 
But now I was getting close to fifty years old and needed to do 
something for the Lord. After all, had done everything for me. 
So, it was time for me to get serious about my religion and 
make some head way for the Lord. I decided to join in with 
some of my friends who were evangelists and preachers who 
preached in various parts of the country and even in Mexico. 
We traveled together and praised the Lord together and shared 
in 'the spirit' and went where the 'spirit lead us.’ One of them 
use to carry a huge cross on his shoulders and drag it down the 
highway and give out little 'mini-Bibles' to those who cared to 
stop and visit. It was enjoyable to go to those who had given up 
hope or had no money or jobs and give them food, money, 
assistance and at the same time call them to the message of 
Christianity. I took my Bible everywhere and was very fast to 
whip it out and begin to 'preach the message.' 

I was 'born again.' I needed to 'be in the light of Christ.' 
I needed to share the 'message.' There was only one problem: 

"What is the message?" 

Oh sure, I know what some of the 'born again's are 
saying as they read this: 
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"The message of salvation of Jesus Christ!'' - "He died for 
your sins!" - "He paid the price of redemption. " - "He is the 
Risen Son of God!" - "Jesus is LORD!" 

Right. -1 got that. 

I preached that message myself and thought I 
understood it as well as anyone else did. The problem is that 
one time I heard another preacher say: "Don't leave your 
brain in the parking lot with your car." 

Then it hit me to start thinking about the very serious 
problems and real facts about my religion. Then came: 

THE QUESTIONS NOBODY WANTS TO ANSWER 

(Please Turn Over) 
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THE QUESTIONS NOBODY WANTS TO 

ANSWER 

• What about the Bible? Who actually wrote it? 

• What was the original language of the Bible? 
(Hebrew? Aramaic? Koine Greek?) 
NOTE: - The Bible was never in English during the 
time of any prophet (not even Muhammad) - because 
English did not exist until after 1066 AD! 

• Does the Bible exist in the original form anywhere on 
earth? (No) 

• Why does the Catholic Bible has seven (7) more 
books than the Protestant Bible? 

• Why do these two Bibles have different versions of 
the same books? 

• Why are there so many mistakes and errors from 
the very first verse right up to the very last verse? 

• Why do ’Born Again Christians' teach concepts that 
are not from the Bible? 

• There is no word "Trinity" in the Bible in any 

version of any language 

• The oldest forms of Christianity do not support the 
'born again’ beliefs 

• Jesus of the English Bible complains about the 
'crucifixion' ("Eli! Eli! Lama sabachthani? My God! 
My God! Why have You forsaken me?") [Mk 15:34] 

• How can Jesus be the "Only Begotten Son” of John 
3:16? When in Psalms 2:7 David is God's "Begotten 
Son?" 

• Would a 'Just' God, a 'Fair' God, a 'Loving' God — 

punish Jesus for the sins of the people that he called 
to follow him? 

• What happens to people who died before Jesus came? 

• What happens to those who never hear this message? 
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• What about innocent children who die although their 
parents are not Christian? 

• Didn't God create Adam from dirt? — So, why does he 
need Mary to make Jesus? 

• And what about God? 

o How can God create Himself? 
o How can God be a man? 
o How can a man be a God? 
o How can God have a son? 

• The Bible says " Seth (is) the son of Adam” and 
that” Adam is the son of God .” [Lk 3:36] 

• Can't God just forgive us and not have to kill Jesus? 

• And what about Jesus? 

o Jesus did not even carry the cross — Simon 
Cyre’ne, a passerby did! [Mk 15:21] 

o Jesus of the Bible was NOT on the cross for longer 
than six (6) hours — NOT three days — (from the 
3rd to the 9th hour) [Mk 15:25 & 15:33] 

o Jesus of the Bible did not spend three days and 
nights in the tomb — Friday night - until Sunday 
before dawn — is not 3 days and nights! 
o Jesus DID NOT claim to be God - or even equal 
to God! 

My friend with the huge cross became tired of trying to 
answer all of my questions and in desperation one day, he told 
me to read the story of Abraham in Genesis in the Old 
Testament. Especially the part of sacrificing his son for the 
sake of God. He seemed to feel that this was going to explain 
the whole concept of sacrifice and obedience to God. 

I read it. 

But instead of convincing me that this was the meaning 
of punishing the good so the bad do not have to suffer, I saw a 
totally different message here. 
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Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son on the alter 
for the sake of Almighty God, if that was what God wanted 
from him. But God did not really want to take the life of an 
innocent boy for sins that Abraham committed. That was not 
even the story here. And as far as replacing his son with the 
ram for sacrifice, this also does not match the story of Jesus on 
the cross. 

Stop. Think. 

Abraham was asked by God to sacrifice his son to test 
the loyalty of Abraham. He did not withhold his son from God, 
so God's angels ordered him to offer a ram in place of his son. 
God was pleased with his total submission and as a result, God 

Blessed him and his offspring. [Gen. 22:9-18] 

Now think about the New Testament story of 
'salvation.' 

Jesus asked God NOT to put him through this ordeal. 

"Father, if thou art willing, remove this cup from me; 
nevertheless not my will, but Yours, be done." /Luke 22:421 

Notice in the next verse, an angel from heaven also 
appears to Jesus to "strengthen him." 

Abraham's angel comes to offer a ram as a sacrifice instead 
of the son . 

The next verse [22:44] Jesus is in AGONY as he prays 
"more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of 
blood falling down upon the ground." 

Then I looked to the account of the story in the Book of 
Mark [14:32-39]. 

Jesus goes to the garden of Gethsemane and his soul is 
"very sorrowful, even to death." And "... going a little 
farther, he fell on the ground prayer that, if it were possible, 
the hour might pass from him. " 

Meaning that somehow when the time came for the 
event to take place he could escape it. This is NOT the 
submissive attitude of Abraham. 

Next I noticed in verse 36, Jesus says: "Abba, Father, 
all things are possible to thee; remove this cup from me; yet 
not what I will, but what thou wilt." And then he goes to his 
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disciples and wakes them up and then returns to pray "... 
saying the same words. " 

This whole concept was so totally different than the one 
from Genesis talking about Abraham and his son. 

I asked questions and delved into 'those kind of stories' 
the more I would like to facilitate the truth. Many strange 
things began to happen. Very strange. 

Things began to happen in my life. Things that would 
change many concepts and beliefs that I had been burdened 
with for many years. Solutions and answers started coming in 
very strange and wonder ways. 

First, my father started doing business with a man from 
Egypt. After introducing me to him, my father noticed right 
away that I was trying to convert the man to Christianity and 
asked me not to do so in a rude manner. I heard the man say he 
was ready to come to my religion if my religion was better than 
his religion. But there was a condition, he said he wanted 
proof. I told him religion is not about proof. It is about faith. 
He then said something that really made me think. He told me 
in his religion there was both faith and proof. Strange, I 
thought. How could there be any proof about God or religion? 

Next, I was to meet a Catholic priest who would 
enlighten us all on the true history of the church and what was 
really going on in the cathedrals and the Vatican. His name 
was Father Peter Jacobs. His experiences throughout Central 
and South America, Mexico and the United States would prove 
to be very enlightening. But most of all was his deep 
understanding of the Bible and the scrolls. He brought to the 
table many interesting and amazing facts about Christianity 
and the organized religion of Catholicism. 

Both the priest and the Muslim from Egypt came to live 
with us in our home in the country near Dallas, Texas. Then 
things really started getting strange. 

I would love to share the details of this story of how so 
many preachers and priests are coming to Islam. Please visit 
our website to get the whole story at: 
www.IslamTomorrow.com/yusul7 
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MUHAMMAD IN BIBLE 

Yusuf Estes 

Muhammad in Quran and Bible Could he be the "Paraklytos"? 

More than fourteen centuries have passed since the 
prophet of Arabia made claim to being the last and final 
'messenger and slave' of Allah. Yet the intensity of discussion 
amongst scholars from all religions seems to have increased 
over the years and gained in velocity in the last few years more 
so than ever before. 

Who was this man? What do his followers believe 
about him? How can others understand their undying devotion 
to his mission? What do the scholars tell us about this man, 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, and his 'message' to the 
world? 

For more than fourteen centuries scholars from 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam have been discussing whether 
or not the prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, could have 
indeed, been a true prophet from Almighty God. 

Was he the long awaited 'Messiah' the Jews have been 
waiting for so many centuries? 

Was he the one prophesied in the Old Testament Book 
of Isaiah, calling in the wilderness 

Was he 'That Prophet' mentioned in the New Testament 
Gospel of John? 

We would like to share some of the findings of these 
scholars from their own sources and invite the reader to 
consider these evidences. 

The most recent claim of revelation coming from the 
God of Abraham, Moses, David and Jesus, peace be upon 
them, is the claim of Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
regarding the Quran. The Quran makes the claim, Muhammad, 
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peace be upon him, is the 'slave and messenger’ of Almighty 
God. 

But more importantly pertaining to our subject at hand, 
the Quran makes the claim that Muhammad, peace be upon 
him, is mentioned by name in the previous revelations 
(meaning the Bible). Can this claim be substantiated? 

Let us begin by examining the statement in the Quran 
contained in the 61st chapter (As-Saff [the ranks]), verse 6: 

And when Jesus said; "O Children of Israel! I am 
the apostle of God (sent) to you, confirming the Law (which 
came) before me, and giving glad tidings of an apostle to 
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad." [61:6] 

Please take notice of the name mentioned, 'Ahmad'. 
This is one of the most common of several names given to the 
prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, by his own people. 

Now let us turn to the Old Testament (Torah of the 
Jews) and notice the book called Songs of Solomon, chapter 5, 
verse 16: 

His mouth is very sweet; he is totally desirable. 

This is my beloved! This is my companion, O maidens 

of Jerusalem!.discover what the word was BEFORE it was 

translated as "totally desirable" and in some versions of the 
translations we find, "altogether lovely." 

(makhmaddim, “desirable”) is the plural form of the 
noun (makhmad, “desire, desirable thing, precious object”; 

It is asserted that this word "Makhmaddim" is in reality 
the word "Akhmad" or "AHmad". The reason for the emphasis 
on the "kh" sound is to pronounce the very hard "H" sound of 
the two types of "h" in the Semitic languages. 

There is a word used in a passage of the New 
Testament of the Bible, located in the Gospel of John, chapter 
14, verse 16, that many Muslim scholars refer to as pointing to 
the prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. Let us review it 
and then observe what non-Muslim scholars comment about it. 
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14:15 “If you love me, you will obey my 
commandments. 14:16 Then I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate to be with you forever— 

14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
accept, because it does not see him or know him. But you 
know him, because he resides with you and will be in you. 

Old Testament Song of Solomon 5:16 note The term 
(makhmaddim, “desirable”) is the plural form of the noun 
dm A j=m A (makhmad, “desire, desirable thing, precious object”; 
Like the plural (“sweetness”) in the preceding parallel line, this 
use of the plural is probably an example of the plural of 
intensity: “very desirable.” 

Or “will keep.” Jesus’ statement If you love me, you 
will obey my commandments provides the transition between 
the promises of answered prayer which Jesus makes to his 
disciples in vv. 13-14 and the promise of the Holy Spirit which 
is introduced in v. 16. Obedience is the proof of genuine love. 
Here kaiv (kai) has been translated as “Then” to reflect the 
implied sequence in the discourse. 

Or “Helper” or “Counselor”; Grk “Paraclete,” from the 
Greek word paravklhto" (paraklhto"). Finding an appropriate 
English translation for paravklhto" is a very difficult task. No 
single English word has exactly the same range of meaning as 
the Greek word. “Comforter,” used by some of the older 
English versions, appears to be as old as Wycliffe. But today it 
suggests a quilt or a sympathetic mourner at a funeral. 
“Counselor” is adequate, but too broad, in contexts like 
“marriage counselor” or “camp counselor.” “Helper” or 
“Assistant” could also be used, but could suggest a subordinate 
rank. “Advocate,” the word chosen for this translation, has 
more forensic overtones than the Greek word does, although in 
John 16:5-11 a forensic context is certainly present. Because an 
“advocate” is someone who “advocates” or supports a position 
or viewpoint and since this is what the Paraclete will do for the 
preaching of the disciples, it was selected in spite of the 
drawbacks. 
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Or “cannot receive.” 

Or “he remains.” 

Some early and important witnesses (166* B D* W 1 
565 it) have ejstin (estin, “he is”) instead of e[stai (estai, “he 
will be”) here, while other weighty witnesses ({I66c,75vid I A 
D1 L Q Y E13 33vid I as well as several versions and 
fathers}), read the future tense. When one considers 
transcriptional evidence, ejstin is the more difficult reading and 
better explains the rise of the future tense reading, but it must 
be noted that both 166 and D were corrected from the present 
tense to the future. If ejstin were the original reading, one 
would expect a few manuscripts to be corrected to read the 
present when they originally read the future, but that is not the 
case. 

When one considers what the author would have 
written, the future is on much stronger ground. The immediate 
context (both in 14:16 and in the chapter as a whole) points to 
the future, and the theology of the book regards the advent of 
the Spirit as a decidedly future event .The present tense could 
have arisen from an error of sight on the part of some scribes 
or more likely from an error of thought as scribes reflected 
upon the present role of the Spirit. Although a decision is 
difficult, the future tense is most likely authentic. For further 
discussion on this textual problem, see James M. Hamilton, Jr., 
“He Is with You and He Will Be in You” (Ph.D. diss., The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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WHICH GROUP IS THE RIGHT GROUP? 

By: Yusuf Estes 

"It is He (Allah) who has named you MUSLIMS." [22:78] 

Seems like these days the Muslims now come in "All 
Flavors." There are so many different names of so many 
groups in the world today. But which are the "true Muslims?" 

The groups carry names like: 

Sunnies, Salafies, Shi'ites, SufisHanafi, Shaft, Wahabi. 

etc. 

So many sects and groups - all claim to be the "saved 
sect of Islam" But which one is the real Islam? - How do we 
know for sure? 

Good Questions! 

Note: With all respect to those who ascribe themselves to 
various groups in Islam, this article is dedicated to solving 
serious issues effecting Muslims worldwide. The conclusion is 
that anyone who can say, "I believe there is only one God, 
Allah and Muhammad (Sallallaho Alehe Wa Alehe Wassalam) 
is His messenger and servant" is in fact, a Muslim. It is only 
when they insist on adding an adjective to describe their 
particular "type" of Islam that the problems begin to surface. 
Please read on with this thought in mind - Allah says; "It is 
He (Allah) who has named you MUSLIMS.." [22:78] 

Each of the "faith groups" mentioned have been labeled 
by different people as sects or deviant groups in degrees from 
border line to completely out of Islam. 

Before we begin trying to gain an understanding of who 
is right or wrong on this issue it is quite advantageous to spend 
a moment in reviewing the meanings of the actual words which 
will be using in our discussion. 

We begin by looking to the meanings of key words 
from the Arabic language as this will assist us in making the 
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right conclusions and avoid more confusion. The first of all the 
words to understand has to be "Islam" and then immediately 
following that, the word "Muslim." These words are not 
English and have to be understood in the Arabic. They do not 
translate into one word. 

First word - "ISLAM." We should have been asking all 
along, "What does the term ISLAM actually mean, anyway?" 

ISLAM comes from the root "slm" or "salama". The 
word ISLAM in reference to the faith is understood in Arabic 
as the: 

ISLAM means: 

Surrender: "Give up evil and lusts - give in to the 

Creator" 

Submission: "Agree to the terms and conditions of being a 

servant of Almighty God" 

Obedience: "Comply with His Commandments to the best 

of your ability" 

Sincerity: "Do it all whether or not anyone else notices 

or cares." 

Peace: "Accept what Almighty God gives you in this 

life in serenity." 

All of which come about only by giving up the Free 
Will of the nafs (self or ego) in favor of the Will of the Creator 
and Sustainer of All That Exists (ALLAH). 

This would be similar to the teaching in the Lord's 
Prayer for the Christians, when Jesus, peace be upon him, 
taught his followers a prayer asking for "God's Will to be 
done on earth as it is in Heaven." (Matt. 6) 

ISLAM is mention in the Quran as a " deen " or way of 
life of an individual. A complete way of living in balance with 
everything else in the creation of Almighty Allah. ISLAM 
provides inclusive instructions for everything including eating, 
sleeping, dealing in relationships, economics, politics, health, 
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worship and even death. The entire universe is "IN ISLAM" 
because it is all a part of what has been created and is being 
sustained by Almighty Allah. 

Now let us consider the next logical question; "What 
does the term " Muslim " actually mean?" 

Again, we must keep in mind that it is an Arabic word 
and is of course subject to the rules of the Arabic language. 
Actually, it is derived from the word ISLAM. Whereas, you 
might think of ISLAM as the verb or action and MUSLIM as 
the noun, or the one performing the action. In English 
whenever we have a noun performing a verb, we add the two 
suffix letters; ER. But in the Arabic language many times you 
will find that the prefix letters of MU are used for the same 
purpose. A few examples may help to better understand. We 
will compare the verb of each language to the one who is 
reforming the verb: 

MU - prefix for the verb 


Performing the verbs in 
ENGLISH 

Performing the verbs in 
ARABIC 

Travel: 

TravelER 

Safar: 

MUsafar 

Call: 

CallER 

Adhan: 

MUadhan 

Pray: 

PrayER 

Salah: 

MUsalah 

Submit: 

SubmitER 

Islam: 

Muslim 


A "MUSLIM" is one who follows or practices the 
action of "ISLAM" 


In English, when we understand the "ISLAM" is an 
action, we might say that anyone who "Islams" is an "Islam- 
ER." Right? We see in the chart above, in Arabic the "mu" 
preceding a verb indicates the same thing. Therefore, we would 
understand that the one who is actively doing the verb of 
"Islam" [submission to God] is a "Mu"-Islam or "Muslim." 
Make sense? 

Now, we should ask, "How does a person become a 

MUSLIM?" 
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Only when a person is willing to submit to the 
Commandments of the Higher Authority from Above, meaning 
to obey Allah on His terms as much as possible does he/she 
become a “MUSLIM." 

Allah Says in Quran, all of creation is in submission to 
Him (MUSLIM). 

What if the sun asked the moon, "Hey moon! What 
kind of Muslim are you? A Shia’ or a Sunni?" - Such an idea 
just does not make any sense. 

And fortunately there are several clear evidences for us 
to determine the correct solution to this problem. 

The first evidence to mention in Islam is the actual 
teachings of the faith are preserved in their original language 
and texts. Allah sent down the Quran (Recitation) to the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, in the Arabic 
language, through the angel Gabriel, who memorized it and 
taught it to his companions who also memorized it and then 
passed on this tradition from generation to generation, to us 
today. The Quran is the same in every single mosque on earth 
and no one has ever changed a single word of it in 1,400 years. 

Certainly one of the most important beauties of Islam is 
the preservation of scripture, The Quran [which is still being 
memorized and recited in the exact form and language 
{Arabic} as it was over 1400 years ago) 

The second evidence is the authenticity of references 
known as Hadeeth [verified teachings of Muhammad, peace be 
upon him] the teachings of Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
are also available to us today and have been preserved by his 
followers and passed on along with the chain of narrators to 
insure the reliability and authenticity of each one. 

The third point, Islam provides a totally complete and 
balanced way of life for all of the creation of the Almighty. 
Islam comes as more than just another faith or religion. Islam 
offers a path to the unity of all people and provides for them 
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instructions from the Almighty Above in how to solve all of 
their problems and differences. 

Let us now look to the actual teachings of these two 
Holy Sources [i.e.; Quran and Hadeeth] to learn what Islam 
teaches about the subject of dividing up into various groups or 
sects. As we have already established, Islam is based on two 
evidences: 1.) The Quran; and 2.) Sunnah (The Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him]. 

Let us begin first with the Quran. Allah talks about 
those who divide up Islam into sects or groups in the Quran: 

"And how would you disbelieve, while unto you are 
recited the Verses of Allah, and among you is His 
Messenger (Muhammad Sallallaho Aleh Wa Alehe 
Wassalam)? And whoever holds firmly to Allah, (i.e. 
follows Islam Allah's Religion, and obeys all that Allah has 
ordered, practically), then he is indeed guided to a Right 
Path. 

O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He 
has ordered and by abstaining from all that He has 
forbidden) as He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful 
to Him, and remember Him always], and die not except in 
a state of Islam (as Muslims) with complete submission to 
Allah. 

And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of 
Allah (i.e. this Qur'an), and be not divided among 
yourselves, and remember Allah's Favor on you, for you 
were enemies one to another but He joined your hearts 
together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren (in 
Islamic Faith), and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, 
and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat 
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.,) 
clear to you, that you may be guided. 

Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting 
to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic 
Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and 




Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 


129 


forbidding Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all 
that Islam has forbidden). And it is they who are the 
successful. 

And be not as those who divided and differed among 
themselves after the clear proofs had come to them. It is 
they for whom there is an awful torment." [Quran 3:100 - 
3:105] 

"As for those who Divide their Religion and Break 
up into Sects, thou hast no part in them in the least: their 
affair is with Allah. He will in the end tell them the Truth 
of all that they did." [Quran 6:159] 

Let us examine some important facts. Think for a 
moment and then ask yourself this question: 

"Do the words; 'Islam' and ’Muslim 1 appear in the 
scripture of Islam [Quran]?" Answer: YES! 

We as Muslims, have been instructed in the Quran itself 
to resolve any of our differences according to these two 
sources or otherwise to be considered as non-believers, by our 
Lord. As He has mentioned in the Quran: 

"But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith until 
they make you [Muhammad] as a judge between them in 
all their disputes, and find in themselves no resistance 
against your decisions, and accept with full submission 
[Islam]." [An Nisaa' 4:65] 

It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah 
and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should 
have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in plain 
error." [A1 Ahzab 33:36] 

Now let us return to what Allah said in His Holy Book, 
The Quran, Allah has called those who follow His Straight 
Path (A1 Mustaqeem) of Islam: "Muslims". He also says that 
we should not die except as "Muslims" followed by the 
statement ordering the believers not to divide up into groups: 
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"Truly the only acceptable Way of worship to Allah 
is submission, obedience in peace to His Commandments 
(ISLAM )." [A1 Imran 3:19] 

"And whoever seeks a way of life and worship to 
Allah (DEEN) other than being in submission and obedience 
to His commandments {ISLAM), it will never be accepted of 
them." [A1 Imran 3:85] 

"O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be 
feared and do not die except as being in submission to the 
Will of God and obeying His Commandments (MUSLIMS)." 
[A1 Imran 3:102] 

And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of 
Allah (i.e. this Qur'an), and be not divided among 
yourselves, and remember Allah's Favor on you, for you 
were enemies one to another but He joined your hearts 
together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren (in 
Islamic Faith), and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, 
and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat 
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.,) 
clear to you, that you may be guided." [A1 Imran 3:103] 

"And whoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his 
breast to the way of submission and obedience to Allah's 
Guidance (ISLAM); and whoever Allah wills to misguide, 
He makes his breast constricted as though he is climbing 
up in the sky. Thus Allah puts the wrath on those who 
believe not." [An Aam 6:125] 

"Is he whose breast Allah has opened to the way of 
submission and obedience to Allah's Guidance (ISLAM), so 
that he is in the light from His Lord (like the one who does 
not believe)? So woe to those whose hearts are hardened 
against the remembrance of Allah! They are in plain 
error!" [Az-Zumar 39:22] 

"And who does more wrong than the one who 
invents a lie against Allah, when he is being called to the 
way of submission and obedience to Allah's Guidance 
(ISLAM)?" [As Saff 61:7] 
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"Verily, my Salat, my sacrifice, my living and my 
dying are for Allah, the Lord of the Alamin." [An Aam 
6:162] 

"He has no partner. And of this I have been 
commanded, and I am the first of those who are being in 
submission to the Will of God and obeying His 
Commandments (MUSLIMS)." [An Aam 6:163] 

"And the foremost to embrace the way of submission 
and obedience to Allah's Guidance (ISLAM) of those who 
migrated (from Makkah to Madinah) and the Ansar 
(helpers from Madinah) and also those who followed them 
exactly (in faith). Allah is well pleased with them and they 
are well pleased with Him. He has prepared for them 
Gardens under which rivers flow to dwell therein forever. 
That is the supreme success." [At Taubah 9:100] 

"And I am commanded (this) in order that I may be 
the first of those who submit themselves to Allah (in Islam) 
as Muslims." [Az Zumar 39:12] 

"And strive hard in Allah's Cause as you ought to 
strive. He has chosen you and has not laid upon you in a 
way of life and worship to Allah ( DEEN) any hardship: it is 
the way of life and worship to Allah ( DEEN) of your father 
Ibrahim. It is He Who has named you being in submission 
to the Will of God and obeying His Commandments 
(MUSLIMS) both before and in this (Quran), that the 
Messenger (Muhammad, peace be upon him) may be a 
witness over you and you be witnesses over mankind! [A1 
Hajj 22:78] 

"Certainly, the Muslim men and Muslim women, 
believing men and believing women, obedient men and 
obedient women, truthful men and truthful women, patient 
men and patient women, charitable men and charitable 
women, fasting men and fasting women, chaste men and 
chaste women, pious men and pious women (remembering 
Allah with their hearts and tongues), for them Allah has 
prepared forgiveness and a great reward." [33:35] 
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Let us now look to the sayings and teachings of the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, who told us: 

"Remember, one day you will appear before Allah and 
answer for your deeds. So beware, do not stray from the path 
of righteousness after I am gone. People, no prophet or apostle 
will come after me and no new faith will be born. Reason well 
therefore, O people, and understand words which I convey to 
you. I leave behind me two things, the Quran and the Sunnah 
(Hadith), and if you follow these you will never go astray." 

In Khutbatul Wada’ (also known as The last Sermon of 
Prophet Muhammad may peace and blessing of Allah be upon 
him) stated: 

"Muslims will divide into 73 groups. All will be in 
Hell, except one. The one me and my companions are on 
today," 

That is the universal group of Islam leading life based 
on Quran and Sunnah. Prophet may peace and blessing of 
Allah be upon him never said that he was a salafi or sunnie or 
shiite and we are suppose to do what our prophet (saw) did 
which is Call us Muslims and Muslims only. 

Muhammad, peace be upon him, said in one hadith : 

'Both legal and illegal things are evident but in 
between them there are doubtful (suspicious) things and 
most of the people have no knowledge about them. 
So whoever saves himself from these suspicious things 
saves his religion and his honor. And whoever indulges in 
these suspicious things is like a shepherd who grazes (his 
animals) near the Hima (private pasture) of someone else 
and at any moment he is liable to get in it. 
(O people!) Beware! Every king has a Hima and the Hima 
of Allah on the earth is His illegal (forbidden) things. 
Beware! There is a piece of flesh in the body if it becomes 
good (reformed) the whole body becomes good but if it gets 
spoilt the whole body gets spoilt and that is the heart. 

(Sahih A1 Bukhari Vol.l, Hadith No.49) 
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Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, told us in a 
hadeeth (teachings and sayings); He had prayed and asked 
Allah for three things, but he was only granted two of them. He 
tells us: 

"I asked Allah that my nation (the Muslims) would not 
be destroyed by being out numbered. And Allah granted that 
prayer. 

I then asked Allah that my nation (Muslims) would not be 
destroyed from poverty. And Allah granted that prayer. 

I asked Allah that my nation (Muslims) would not be 
destroyed by being divided and fighting amongst themselves. 
Allah did not grant that prayer." 

Additionally, the prophet, peace be upon him, said: 

"Muslims will divide into 73 groups. All will be in 
Hell, except one. The one me and my companions are on 
today." 

Notice, he said the "saved sect" would be those who 
remained on what he and his companions were on, meaning, 
"Quran and Sunnah." We see clearly from the above that Allah 
Subhanahu wa Ta'ala has named us as "Muslims" alone. 

Additionally, when we consider that the deviant groups 
always have to have a name of some kind in order to 
distinguish themselves from the others, we begin to see the 
pattern. If someone feels that it is necessary to describe himself 
as a certain kind of "Muslim" then this is his or her problem. 

Now of course one could say that: "I am a tall Muslim." 
or "He is a small Muslim." and then this type of description is 
for the purpose of identifying physical characteristics. 
Additionally, a person might use someone's country or 
nationality to describe a Muslim for the purpose of determining 
their heritage such as a "Pakistani Muslim" or an "Arab 
Muslim." 

These types of descriptions do not put a person out of 
the fold of Islam. 
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Where the problem comes in is when the adjective 
related to the word "Muslim" or the word "Islam" has to do 
with FAITH or BELIEF. 

We must understand that Allah Subhannah wa Ta'ala 
has made it perfectly clear both in the Quran and in the sayings 
of the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him, that the religion of 
Islam was perfected and completed during the lifetime of the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, and that no new religion would 
come until the Last Day and that those who followed Islam 
were called by Allah, MUSLIMS. 

In one hadeeth of the prophet, peace be upon him, drew 
a straight line in the dirt with a stick. He said, "This is the 
straight path to Allah [meaning the Way of Islam]." Then he 
drew angles right and left off of the straight line and said, 
"These are the deviant groups (or sects of Islam) and each one 
has a devil calling to it." 

He mentioned that there would always be a main body of 
Muslims who would be on the straight path until the Last Day. 

So, now let us consider that same concept and apply it 
to the various groups, all of them come along claiming to be 
the "saved sect." If it was not revealed during the time of the 
prophet, peace be upon him, and it was not something done by 
his companions, may Allah be pleased with them all, then why 
would we want to incorporate it into our deen [way of life in 
Islam]? While Allah has already made it clear in His Book: 

"Certainly, the only way [deen] acceptable to Allah is the 
submission to Him in Islam."(3:19) 

And again in Chapter Mayadah (5:3), when Allah 
Subhannah wa Ta’ala says: 

"On this day have I perfected your way of life (sometimes 
translated as [religionl) for you, completed My Favor upon you 
and have chosen for you ISLAM as your way of life." 

Sheikh Mohammad Jibaly, a learned teacher of Islam, 
mentioned a hadeeth of the prophet, peace be upon him, to me 
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some time back, wherein the prophet, peace be upon him tells 
us it is forbidden for us until the Last Day to call ourselves by 
any names except "Abdullah, Abdur Rahman and Muslim." 

These words should have a profound impact on the 
believers today as much or more that those who heard them 
one thousand four hundred years ago. Today more than ever 
before we have seen what these names and groups have 
produced in the way of division, hated and violence. 

There is a famous story I like to use to help give a clear 
picture of what petty things can do to separate and divide the 
Muslims that might be appropriate to use here in helping to 
establish a better understanding. The story goes something like 
this: 

= "What Color Was The Dog?" = 

Once there was a community of Muslims who were 
small in number yet large in belief and strong in action. So 
much so that, the non-believers could not defeat them in battle 
even though they had the Muslims out numbered. 

One day a young man from the enemies pretended to 
enter into Islam and he went to the big teacher [learned man] in 
one part of the city and listened to his teaching of the Quran. 
The subject happened to be on the chapter of the Quran called 
A1 Kahaf [The Cave, - #18], 

When the teacher completed his talk he offered a 
chance for the brothers present to ask some questions. When it 
came the turn of the non-believer, he asked the teacher the 
question: 

“Sir, in the story of the 'sleepers' in the cave, there is 
mention of a dog. And I was wondering if I might inquire as to 
what color the dog might have been? I hope you don’t mind 
my asking, especially if it is something that maybe you 
don’t kn ow the answer to.” 

Immediately the teacher says to the young man, “That’s 
no problem at all, everyone should know that the dog was 
YELLOW.” 
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The young man said, “Are you sure? I mean, could it 
have been another color?” 

“No.” replied the old teacher, “It was definitely 
YELLOW.” Once again the young man thanked him and went 
on his way. 

The next night the young man acting as though he was 
still seeking knowledge went to the other side of town and sat 
in another gathering of knowledge and they too were 
discussing different things about verses in the Quran. 

So when it came time for the teacher to give each 
person attending, the opportunity to ask a question, the 
imposter posing as a Muslim raised his hand and then asked 
the question, “In the chapter about the “Cave”, the sleepers are 
mentioned in different numbers but each time there is a 
reference to their dog as being counted along with them. Now I 
was wondering whether or not anyone of knowledge has ever 
made any reference to what the color the dog might have 
been?” 

The teacher immediately said, “Yes! The dog in this 
story in the Quran was BLACK.” 

The young non-believer man was pleased and 
continued, “Sir, are you quite certain that the color of the dog 
mentioned in the story was BLACK?” 

“Young man,” he quickly replied, “I'll take my 
reputation on that as a fact.” 

“Thank you, sir." said the non-believer. 

The next night the non-believer still posing as a Muslim 
went back to the first teacher and then when it came time for 
the questions and answers he raised his hand and asked, 
“Teacher, you have so much knowledge and I am only a small 
beginner, I was just wondering, could you maybe remind me 
about the answer to the question the other night about the color 
of the dog in the cave in Surah Al-Kahaf?” (Quran: Chapter 18). 

The teacher said, “There is no doubt whatsoever 
amongst the great scholars of Islam on this question. The dog 
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was YELLOW. And anyone who says other than this has no 
knowledge.” 

With that the young man spoke up again and said, “Sir, 
what would you say if someone else said that he would stake 
his reputation of being a scholar in Islam on the fact that the 
dog is not yellow, but rather that the dog is most certainly 
BLACK?” 

The teacher quickly replied, “Then his reputation is not 
that of a scholar but one of a fool.” 

Now the next time the enemy went to the teacher who 
believed the dog was BLACK, he told the teacher that the 
teacher on the other side of town was calling him names and 
saying that he had no knowledge of Islam and that for sure that 
the dog was YELLOW. 

The teacher became angry and shouted, “You tell him, 
that I said he is the one without knowledge. I am the one who 
graduated from the greatest of schools of Islam, while he is but 
a fool.” 

The plan was working. Before long the community was 
divided into two groups. Each group was claiming that their 
teacher was the one with the correct answer. Lighting broke out 
in the streets and the Muslims began attacking each other all 
over the city. Everyone became involved to the extent that 
there was not a single person who was excluded from this 
terrible situation. Screaming, shouting, hitting and fighting 
were everywhere. 

And then it happened. The kafr went back out to his 
people and told them, “Let us go to fight them now. You will 
now find them most easy to defeat.” 

And that is exactly what they did. 

May Allah save us from such fitnah [tribulations]. 
Ameen. 
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"AND KILL THEM WHERE EVER YOU FIND 

THEM" 

Holy Quran chapter 2, verse 191 

Let There Be No Compulsion in Religion." Surah A1 
Baqarah, verse 256 (same chapter as above) by Sheikh Sami 
Al-Majid (with notes by Sheik Yusuf Estes) 

What Does Islam Say About "Forcing People in 
Religion?" 

A basic and fundamental truth established by the 
sacred texts of Islam (Quran and Hadeeth) is that:- "No 
one can be compelled to accept Islam!" 

It is the duty of the Muslims to establish proof of 
validity of Islam to the people in order for the truth to be 
distinct from falsehood. Once that is done, whoever wishes 
to accept Islam may do so and whoever wishes to continue 
upon their belief may do so. No one is to be threatened or 
harmed in any way should they chose not to accept Islam. 
Note: It is not only forbidden to compel someone to accept 
Islam - it is impossible to do so. 

Please consider the meaning of the word"Islam” before 
continuing to read: [’Islam 1 ; Ar. from the root 'slin (silm), to 
be in peaceful submission; to surrender; to obey; peace; 
"Islam” lit. 'The active willful surrender, submission, 
obedience, in purity to the will of another (Allah) in complete 
peace.’] 

The understanding from the meaning of the word 
"Islam” itself makes it clear that there is no way that you could 
possibly force someone to do something that requires them to 
do it of their own free will and accord. If someone were 
"forced to enter Islam" then it would not be "Islam" 
anyway, as a condition of "Islam" is that it is by free choice in 
peace. Forcing people into Islam is totally illogical and 
certainly not acceptable in concept nor practice. 
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It is the duty and obligation of the Muslims to establish 
the truth and proofs of Islam and then allow others the freedom 
of choice to accept or reject the proofs. 

There are two principle sources of proof for the 
Muslim. They are: 

The Quran - considered by Muslims to be the absolute 
Speech or Recitation of Allah, the Almighty. ('Quran' Ar. from 
the root; qr’a: to recite; Quran; lit. "That which is recited"). 

The Hadeeth - teachings of Muhammad, peace be upon 
him. (hadeeth - Ar. meaning, stories or narrations. The 
hadeeths have been collected, authenticated [in collections by 
Bukhari and Muslim called ’sahih’, categorized, preserved and 
memorized for over 1,400 years; all in the original language 
[Arabic]). 

Among the many decisive pieces of evidence in Islam 
to prove that "There is no compulsion in Islam" are the 
following: 

Allah says in His Quran: “Let there be no compulsion 
in religion. Truth has been made clear from error. 
Whoever rejects false worship and believes in Allah has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold that never breaks. 
And Allah hears and knows all things.” [Surah al-Baqarah: 
256] 

Allah also says in Quran: “If it had been your Lord’s 
will, all of the people on Earth would have believed. Would 
you then compel the people so to have them believe?” 
[Surah Yunus: {99} 

And Allah says: “So if they dispute with you, say ‘I 
have submitted my whole self to Allah, and so have those 
who follow me.’ And say to the People of the Scripture and 
to the unlearned: ‘Do you also submit yourselves?’ If they 
do, then they are on right guidance. But if they turn away, 
your duty is only to convey the Message. And in Allah’s 
sight are all of His servants.” [Surah A1 'Imran: 20] 
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Allah The Almighty has also said: 

“The Messenger’s duty is but to proclaim the 
Message.” [Surah Al-Maidah: 99] 

It is important to note that these last two verses were 
revealed in Madinah. This is significant, since it shows that the 
ruling they gave was not just contingent on the Muslims being 
in Mecca in a state of weakness. 

Some people might be wondering that if Islam indeed 
advocates such an approach, then what is all this we hear about 
jihad? How can we explain the warfare that the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) and his Companions waged against the pagans? 
The answer to this is that jihad in Islamic Law can be waged 
for a number of reasons, but compelling people to accept Islam 
is simply not one of them. 

The reason why jihad was first permitted in Islam was 
so the Muslims could defend themselves against persecution 
and expulsion from their homes. Allah, Most High says: “To 

those against whom war is made, permission is given (to 
light), because they are wronged - and verily Allah is Most 
Powerful for their aid - (They are) those who have been 
expelled from their homes in defiance of right - (for no 
cause) except that they say, ‘Our Lord is Allah’. Did Allah 
not check one set of people by means of another, there 
would surely have been pulled down monasteries, churches, 
synagogues, and mosques, in which the name of Allah is 
commemorated in abundant measure. Allah will certainly 
aid those who aid his cause, for truly Allah is full of 
strength and might.” [Surah al-Hajj: 39-40] 

Many of the earliest scholars mention that these were the first 
verses of the Quran that was revealed regarding jihad. 
Thereafter the following verses were revealed: 

“Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not 
transgress limits; for Allah loves not transgressors. And kill 
them wherever you catch them and drive them out from 
whence they drove you out, for terrorism is worse than 
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killing. But do not engage in combat with them at the 
sacred mosque unless they engage you in combat there. But 
if they combat against you, kill them. Such is the reward of 
those who suppress faith. But if they cease, Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. And combat them on until there 
is no more terrorism or oppression and there prevail 
justice and faith in Allah. But if they cease, don't let there 
be hostility except to those who practice oppression.” 
[Surah al-Baqarah: 190-193] 

From this point on, the scope of jihad was broadened from 
being purely for defense against direct attack to being inclusive 
of resistance against those who suppress the faith and deny 
people the freedom to choose their religion for themselves. 
This came later, because it is legislated for the Muslims only 
when they are capable of doing so. In times of weakness, 
Muslims may only fight against direct attack. 

As for the spread of Islam, this is supposed to take place 
peacefully by disseminating the Message with the written and 
spoken word. There is no place for the use of weapons to 
compel people to accept Islam. Weapons can only be drawn 
against those who persecute and oppress others and prevent 
them from following their own consciences in matters of 
belief. The Muslims cannot just stand by while people are 
being denied the right to believe in Islam and their voices are 
being crushed. 

This is the meaning of Allah’s words: “And fight them 
on until there is no more terrorism or oppression and there 
prevails a way for justice and faith in Allah.” [Surah al- 
Baqarah: 193] 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said in his letter to 
the Roman governor Heracles: “I invite you to accept Islam. 
If you accept Islam, you will find safety. If you accept 
Islam, Allah will give you a double reward. However, if you 
turn away, upon you will be the sin of your subjects.” 
[Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim ] 
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Once people have heard the Message without 
obstruction or hindrance and the proof has been established 
upon them, then the duty of the Muslims is done. Those who 
wish to believe are free to do so and those who prefer to 
disbelieve are likewise free to do so. 

Even when the Muslims are compelled to fight and then 
subdue the land, their duty thereafter is to establish Allah’s law 
in the land and uphold justice for all people, Muslim and non- 
Muslim. It is not their right to coerce their subjects to accept 
Islam against their will. Non-Muslims under Muslim rule must 
be allowed to remain on their own faith and must be allowed to 
practice the rights of their faith, though they will be expected 
to respect the laws of the land. 

Had the purpose of jihad been to force the unbelievers 
to accept Islam, the Prophet (peace be upon him) would never 
have commanded the Muslims to refrain from hostilities if the 
enemy relented. He would not have prohibited the killing of 
women and children. However, this is exactly what he did. 
During a battle, the Prophet (peace be upon him) saw people 
gathered together. He dispatched a man to find out why they 
were gathered. The man returned and said: “They are 
gathered around a slain woman.” So Allah’s Messenger 
(peace be upon him) said: “She should not have been 
attacked!” Khalid b. al-Walid was leading the forces, so he 
dispatched a man to him saying: “‘Tell Khalid not to kill 
women or laborers”. [Sunan Abu Dawud\ 

Note: This should not be misconstrued to indicate that the 
prophet, peace be upon him, made the killing of women (and 
children, elders, clerics and other innocents) to be haram 
(forbidden) at this particular point and time. In fact, it was 
always haram (forbidden) and the prophet, peace be upon him, 
was only reconfirming what was already in place by the 
shari'ah (Islamic Law). [Y. Estes] 

Therefore, even in the heat of battle against a hostile 
enemy, the only people who may be attacked are those who are 
actually participating in the fighting. 
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Had the purpose of jihad been to force the unbelievers 
to accept Islam, the rightly guided Caliphs would not have 
prohibited the killing of priests and monks who refrained from 
fighting. However, this is exactly what they did. When the first 
Caliph, Abu Bakr, sent an army to Syria to fight the aggressive 
Roman legions, he went out to give them words of 
encouragement. He said: “You are going to find a group of 
people who have devoted themselves to the worship of Allah 
(i.e. monks), so leave them to what they are doing.” 

We have demonstrated that it is a principle in Islam that 
there is no compulsion in religion and we have discussed the 
objectives of jihad. Now, we shall turn our attentions to some 
texts that are often misunderstood. 

One of these is the verse: “But when the forbidden 
months are past, then fight the pagans wherever you find 
them, and seize them and beleaguer them and lie in wait 
for them in every stratagem (of war). But if they repent and 
establish regular prayers and practice regular charity, then 
open the way for them, for Allah is oft-forgiving, most 
merciful.” [Surah al-Tawbah: 5] 

Some people especially some contemporary 
Non-Muslim critics of Islam - have tried to claim that this 
verse abrogates the verse “Let there be no compulsion in 
religion.” They argue that the generality of this statement 
implies that every unbeliever who refuses to accept Islam must 
be fought. They support their allegation by pointing out that 
this verse is one of the last verses to be revealed about fighting. 

However, this verse in no way abrogates the principle 
in Islamic Law that there is no compulsion in religion. It may 
be general in wording, but its meaning is quite specific on 
account of other verses of the Quran that are connected with it 
as well as on account of a number of pertinent hadeeth. We 
will be discussing these texts shortly. 

The people being referred to by this verse are the pagan 
Arabs who had been waging war against the Prophet (peace be 
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upon him) and who had broken their covenant and treaties 
with him. This verse is not speaking about the other pagan 
Arabs who did not break their treaties and take up arms 
against the Muslims. It is also most definitely not speaking 
about the Jews or Christians, or, for that matter, the 
pagans who were living outside of Arabia. 

If we look at the verses in Surah al-Tawbah 
immediately before and after the one under discussion, the 
context of the verse becomes clear. 

A few verses before the one we are discussing, Allah 

says: 

“There is a declaration of immunity from Allah and 
His Messenger to those of the pagans with whom you have 
contracted mutual alliances. Go then, for four months, to 
and fro throughout the land. But know that you cannot 
frustrate Allah that Allah will cover with shame those who 
reject Him.” [Surah al-Tawbah: 1-2] 

In these verses we see that the pagans were granted a 
four month amnesty with an indication that when the four 
months were over, fighting would resume. However, a 
following verse exempts some of them from the resumption of 
hostilities. It reads: 

“Except for those pagans with whom you have 
entered into a covenant and who then do not break their 
covenant at all nor aided anyone against you. So fulfill your 
engagements with them until the end of their term, for 
Allah loves the righteous.” [Surah al-Tawbah: 4] 

So when Allah says: “But when the forbidden months are 
past, then fight the pagans wherever you find them, and 
seize them and beleaguer them and lie in wait for them in 
every stratagem (of war)”, we must know that it is not 
general, since the verse above has qualified it to refer to the 
pagan Arabs who were actually at war with the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) and those who broke their covenants of peace. 
This is further emphasized by a few verses later where Allah 
says: 
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“Will you not fight people who broke their 
covenants and plotted to expel the Messenger and attacked 
you first?” [Surah al-Tawbah: 13] 

Ibn al-Arabi, in his commentary on the Quran, writes: 
“It is clear from this that the meaning of this verse is to kill 
the pagans who are waging war against you.” [Ahkam al- 
Quran: (2/456)] 

Allah also says right after the verse under discussion: 

“How can there be a covenant before Allah and His 
Messenger with the pagans except those with whom you 
have made a treaty near the Sacred Mosque? As long as 
they stand true to you, stand true to them, for Allah does 
love the righteous.” [Surah al-Tawbah: 7] 

Another misunderstood text is the hadith where the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“I have been commanded to fight the people until 
they bear witness that there is no God but Allah and that I 
am Allah’s Messenger. If they do so, then their blood and 
their wealth are inviolable except in the dispensation of 
justice, and their affair is with Allah.” [Sahih Bukhari and 
Sahih Muslims] 

There can be no qualms about this hadith’s authenticity, since 
it is recorded in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. 
However, this hadith is also not to be taken generally, out of 
context, and in complete disregard to all the other textual 
evidence. The term “people” here is not referring to all 
humanity. Ibn Taymiyah says: “It refers to fighting those who 
are waging war, whom Allah has permitted us to fight. It does 
not refer to those who have a covenant with us with whom 
Allah commands us to fulfill our covenant.” [Majmu al- 
Fatawa (19/20)] 

Islam commands the Muslims to be just with people of 
other faiths, whether they be Jews, Christians, or pagans. Islam 
calls us to treat them kindly and try to win their hearts as long 
as they do not take up arms against us. Allah says: 
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“Allah forbids you not with regard to those who 
neither fight against you for your faith nor drive you out of 
your homes from dealing kindly and justly with them, for 
Allah loves those who are just.” [Surah al-Mumtahanah: 9-10] 

Allah commands Muslims to respect their non-Muslim 
parents and to accompany them in this world in a good manner. 

The Quran commands us to argue with them in the best 
manner. Allah says: 

“Argue with the People of the Scripture in the best 
manner except those among them who act oppressively. 
Say: We believe in the revelation that has come down to us 
and in that which came down to you. Our God and your 
God is one, and it is to Him we submit ourselves as 
Muslims.” [Surah al-Ankabut: 46] 

We are ordered to uphold our covenants with the non- 
Muslims and not betray them or transgress against them. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) gave a stern warning to us against 
killing a non-Muslim with whom we are at peace. He said: 
“Whoever kills one with whom we have a covenant will not 
smell the scent of Paradise.” [Sahih Muslim ] 

The faith of a Muslim is not acceptable unless he 
believes in all of the Prophets who were sent before (peace be 
upon them all). Allah says: 

“O you who believe! Believe in Allah, His 
Messenger, the scripture that He revealed to His messenger 
and the scripture that he revealed before. Whoever 
disbelieves in Allah, His angels, His books, His Messengers, 
and the Last Day has gone far astray.” 

[Surah al-Nisa, Chapter Number 4, Verse Number 136] 
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ALLAH 

Yousaf Estes 

Does it Mean God? 

The word "Allah" is the perfect description of the "One 
God" of monotheism for Jews, Christians and Muslims! 

Is "Allah" only for Islam and Muslims? 
[No! It is for All Three Abrahamic Faiths.] 

"Allah" is the same word used by Christian Arabs and 
Jewish Arabs in their Bible, centuries before Islam came. 

On page one [1] of Genesis in the Old Testament, we 
find the word "Allah" seventeen [17] times. 

Every hotel and motel has a Bible. Next time you see 
one look in the introduction, you will find samples of the 
different languages they have translated. For Arabic they have 
translated the verse in the New Testament in Arabic from the 
famous verse in the Gospel John 3:16 - 
"For God so loved the world..." 

- and the word the translators used in Arabic for "God" 
is the very same word used by Muslims around the planet, 
"Allah." 

Where Does the word "Allah" Come From? 

"Allah" comes from the Arabic word "elah"a god’ or 
something worshiped. - (Arabic) means ’ 

This word (elah) can be made plural (gods), as in 
"aleha" and it can be male or female just as the word in English 
can be "goddess." 

"Allah" comes from "elaha" but it brings more 
clarification and understanding. 

Allah = Has no gender (not male and not female) 
"He" is used only out of respect and dignity - not for gender 

Allah = Always singular - Never plural 
"We" is used only as the "Royal WE" just as in English for 
royalty 
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Allah = Means ’’The Only One to be Worshipped” 

Is There Evidence God Exists? 

Yes. Allah has sent down miracles, revelations and 
messengers to give clear proofs He exists and more important, 
what we should do once we come to this realization. 

Allah has sent prophets and messengers with many 
proofs throughout the ages for people to be able to clearly see 
with their own eyes and to be able to use their own senses the 
miracles and proofs pointing to the fact, Allah does in fact, 
exist. 

Miracles of prophets and messengers of Allah have 
come to people through the ages. Moses (peace be upon him) 
showed many miracles to pharaoh and to the children of Israel. 
Plagues, locusts, water turning to blood, his stick becoming a 
snake, the voice in the burning bush and the parting of the Red 
Sea are clear miracles for the people of Moses time. 

Again, Allah sent Jesus, the son of Mary (peace be 
upon him) with clear miracles for the people of his time. 
Speaking from the cradle while still a new born infant, creating 
birds from clay, curing the sick, giving sight to the blind and 
even bringing a dead man back to life, were all clear signs to 
the people to know Jesus (peace be upon him) was a messenger 
of Allah as was Moses before him. 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) was the last and final 
messenger of Allah, and he was sent to all of mankind. Allah 
sent him with a number of miracles, not the least of which was 
the Quran. The predictions and prophecies of Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) have come true even in this century and 
the Quran has been used to convince even scientists of the 
existence of Allah. The Quran is the best of proofs for the 
existence of Allah and today over one and half billion people 
memorize and recite from the exact text, in the exact same 
language it was revealed in; Arabic. More than 10 million 
Muslims have completely memorized the entire Quran from 
cover to cover, and can recite it from memory without looking 
at it. 
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No one sees or hears Allah, not even the prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Nor are we able to use our 
senses to make some kind of contact with Him. However, we 
are encouraged in Islam to use our senses and our common 
sense to recognize this entire universe could not possibly come 
into existence on its own. Something had to design it all and 
then put it into motion. This is beyond our ability to do, yet it 
is something we can understand. 

We know from the teachings of Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) the proofs for the existence of God (Allah) are most 
obvious to us in our everyday surroundings. Anyone with 
understanding would quickly acknowledge His existence 
provided they are not so stubborn as to ignore the obvious 
evidences right in front of us. 

We don't have to see an artist to recognize a painting, 
correct? So, if we see paintings without seeing artists painting 
them, in the same way, we can believe Allah created 
everything without having to see Him (or touch, or hear, etc.). 

How can we prove there is a God? 

Note: "Proving" God exists is really not our purpose. 
We are only interested in providing clear statements based on 
facts and logic and then allow the individual decide for 
themselves who they would like to believe. There have always 
been people who believed in the existence of God and there 
have always been those who have denied in His existence. We 
must realize there are those who will never believe no matter 
how much proof or evidence we produce. The reason is some 
people don’t want to believe in a Creator or Sustainer. They 
would not like to consider one day they will have to answer for 
their actions and for their refusal to acknowledge their 
Benefactor to whom they owe their very existence. We come 
to know it is not so much a matter of us trying to convey our 
beliefs as it is for them to set aside preconceived prejudices 
against proper belief. Meaning: this is really a matter of 
guidance from Above. If they refuse even with evident proofs 
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in front of them, this is not between us and them; it is between 
them and their Creator. Again, it is not our job to "prove" 
anything to anyone. We only need to present the facts in truth 
and allow the listener to make up their own mind. 

We just begin with simple logic. When something is 
right in front of our eyes it is difficult to deny it, right? Asking 
rhetorical questions can be very helpful in presenting our case. 
Begin by asking the question; "Can you prove you exist?" Yes, 
of course you can. You merely use your senses to determine 
what you can see, hear, feel, smell, taste and you have 
emotions as well. All of this is a part of your existence. But 
this is not how we perceive God in Islam. We can look to the 
things He has created and the way He cares for things and 
sustains us, to know there is no doubt of His existence. 

One approach is to suggest simple yet convincing 
experiments anyone could comprehend. For instance, say to 
someone, "Consider this the next time you are looking up at 
the moon or the stars on a clear night; could you drop a 
drinking glass on the sidewalk and expect it would hit the 
ground and on impact it would not shatter, but it would divide 
up into little small drinking glasses, with iced tea in them? Of 
course not." 

Another example is have them consider what might 
happen if a tornado came through a junkyard and tore through 
the old cars; would it leave behind a nice new Mercedes with 
the engine running and no parts left around? Naturally not. 

Or ask someone to consider what it would be like if 
someone told us about a fast food restaurant operating itself 
without any people there? The food just cooks itself, files from 
the kitchen to the table and then when we are done, the dishes 
jump back the kitchen to wash themselves. This is too crazy for 
anyone to even think about. 

After reflecting on all of the above, how could we look 
to the universe above us through a telescope or observe the 
cells in a microscope and then think all of this came about as a 
result of a "big bang" or some "accident"? 
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Where is God? 

Some other religions teach "God is everywhere.” This 
is actually called "pantheism” and it is the opposite of our 
belief system in Islam. Allah tells us clearly there is nothing, 
anywhere in the universe like Him similar to his likeness, nor 
is He ever in His creation. 

He tells us in the Quran He created the universe in six 
"yaum" (periods of time) and then He "astawah ’ala al Arsh” 
(rose up, above His Throne). He is there (above His Throne) 
and will remain there until the End Times. 

Allah has such complete Knowledge as to be able to 
Know all things past, present and future in all places at exactly 
the same time. The same can be said for His absolute Hearing 
and Seeing. In this way, His Knowledge, His Hearing, His 
Sight is everywhere simultaneously. 

In this regard, the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) told us He is as close to us as our jugular vein. He also 
explained Allah is "with us" when we are in sincere worship to 
Him and in times of need. Naturally, this would not 
compromise His existence outside of His creation. 

The Quran offers us a more detailed understanding of 
Where (and Who) Allah is. 

"Certainly your Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six yaum (days or periods of 
time), and then He Istawa (rose above) the Throne. He 
brings the night as a cover over the day rapidly, and the 
sun, the moon, the stars subject to His Command. Surely, 
His is the Creation and the Commandment. Blessed be 
Allah, the Lord of the universe!" [Noble Quran 7:54] 

"Indeed, your Lord is Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth in six yaum (days or periods of 
time), and then He Istawa (rose above), the Throne, 
disposing the affair of everything. No intercessor (can plead 
with Him) except by His Permission. This is Allah, your 
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Lord, so worship Him. Won't you then remember?" [Noble 
Quran 10:3] 

"It is Allah who erected the heavens without pillars 
that you [can] see; then He Istawa (rose above) the Throne 
and made subject the sun and the moon, each running [its 
course] for a specified term. He arranges [each] matter; He 
details the signs that you may, of the meeting with your 
Lord, be certain." [Noble Quran 13:2] 

Who created the heavens and the earth in six yaum 
(days or periods of time), and then He Istawa (rose above) 
the Throne. The Most Beneficent! Ask Him, as He is Al- 
Khabir (The All-Knower of everything). 

[Noble Quran 25:59] 
Who created the heavens and the earth in six yaum 
(days or periods of time), and then He Istawa (rose above) 
the Throne. You (mankind) have none, besides Him, as a 
Wali (protector or helper etc.) or an intercessor. Won't you 
then remember (accepting admonishment)? [Noble Quran 
32:4] 

And indeed We (Allah uses the word "We" in the 
royal sense like the king who says, "We decree the 
following...", this is not in the plural) created the heavens 
and the earth and everything in between in six days and 
fatigue never touched Us (again, this is the royal "Us" not 
plural). [Noble Quran 50:38] 

He is the One Who created the heavens and the 
earth in six yaum (days or periods of time), and then He 
Istawa (rose above) the Throne. He knows what goes into 
the earth and what comes forth from it, what descends 
from the heaven and what ascends up to it. And He is with 
you (by His Knowledge) where so ever you may be. And 
Allah is the All-Seer of what you do. [Noble Quran 57:4] 

We observe from these statements a very logical 
approach to understanding the nature of God without 
comparing Him to creation or putting Him in His creation. 
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Where Did God Come From? 

Both the Bible and the Quran tell us God has always 
existed and there never was a time He did not exit. As such. He 
is the Eternal, without beginning and without end. He is the 
only creator and sustainer of all that exists and nothing and no 
one exists alongside Him, nor does He have any partners. He 
tells us, He is not created, nor is He like His creation in 
anyway. He calls Himself by a number of names and three of 
them are: 

The First (Al-Awwal) 

The Last - (Al-Akhir) 

The Eternal and the One who is sought after by His creation, 
while He has no need from them at all. (As-Samad) 

He is not a man and He has no progeny or offspring. 
He is not what He creates nor is He compared to it. 

He always has existed and He never was created, as He 
is not like His creation, nor similar to it, in any way. 

The prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
explained the devil would come to a person and ask them 
questions about creation; "Who created this or that?" to which 
the reply would be; "Allah" until he would ask; "Who created 
Allah?" At this stage the prophet advised us to drop this train 
of thought. Obviously, God - the real God, must be eternal and 
not have to be created. 

The Quran tells us: Allah! La ilaha ilia Huwa (There is 
no god to worship except Him), the Ever Living, the Sustainer 
and Protector of all that exists. He doesn’t get tired and He 
doesn't sleep. Everything in the universe belongs to Him. Who 
then, could intercede between Him and his creatures without 
His Permission? He Knows everything about them and they 
have no knowledge except as He wills. His kursi (stool or 
chair) extends over the entire universe and He doesn’t get tired 
of guarding and preserving it. He is Most High, the Most Great. 

[This Verse is called Ayat-ul-Kursi.] [Noble Quran 2:255] 




154 Why Do Priests And Preachers Enter Islam 

This verse truly presents the comprehensive 
representation of God in a way without trying to define Him by 
comparing Him to His creation, but rather as being the 
Absolute in all of His Attributes and Characteristics. 

Can God do Anything? 

For example: "Can He make a rock so big - nothing can 
move it?" - If He did make a rock so big nothing could move it, 
would this mean He couldn't move it too? Or would it be 
impossible for Him to make something so big He couldn’t 
move it?" 

Allah tells us "Allah is capable of doing anything He 
Wills to do." It should be noted in Islam we understand Allah 
never Wills to do anything that would make Him no longer be 
Allah. That is to say, He would never die as this would mean 
He is no longer "The Eternally Alive" (one of His 
characteristics mentioned in the Holy Quran). 

Therefore, He can make a rock (or anything else for 
that matter) so large or heavy - nothing in the entire universe 
can move it. As regards Allah "moving" it, He is not in the 
universe and He does not resemble His creation. Therefore, 
Allah is never subject to the Laws of the Creation because He 
is both the Creator and the Law Giver. Whenever He wants 
anything done, He merely says "Kun! Fayakun!" (Be! And so 
it will be!) 

Speaking about Himself, Allah says: 
The Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees 
a matter, He only says "BE!" - and it is. [Noble Quran 2:117] 

She said: "O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no 
man has touched me?" He said: "So (it will be) for Allah (God) 
creates what He wills. When He has decreed something. He 
says to it only: "BE!" and it is. [Noble Quran 3:471 

Verily, the likeness of Jesus before Allah (God) is the 
likeness of Adam. He created him from dust, then (He) said to 
him: "BE!" - and he was. [Noble Quran 3:591 
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It is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in 
truth, and on the Day of Resurrection He will say: "BE!", - and 
it shall become. His Word is the truth. His will be the dominion 
on the Day when the trumpet will be blown. All-Knower of the 
unseen and the seen. He is the All-Wise, Well-Aware (of all 
things). [Noble Quran 6:731 

Verily! Our Word unto a thing when We intend it, is 
only that We say unto it: "BE!’ 1 and it is. [Noble Quran 16:401 

It befits not Allah (in His Majesty) that He should beget 
a son. Glorified and Exalted is He. When He decrees a thing. 
He only says to it, "BE!" and it is. [Noble Quran 19:351 

Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only 
that He says to it, "BE!" and it is! [Noble Quran 36:821 

He it is Who gives life and causes death. And when He 
decides upon a thing He says to it only: "BE!" and it is. [Noble 
Quran 40:681 

Creation as we see from these verses, is not a difficult 
thing for God at all. He merely gives a Command and 
everything comes about according to His Will. 

Why Did God Create Everything? 

Allah says in His Quran He did not create all of this for 
any foolish purpose. Allah Says: 

And I did not Create the jinn and humans except they 
should worship Me. [Noble Quran 51:561 

He created us for the purpose of worshiping Him, 
Alone and without any partners. 

And He it is Who has created the heavens and the earth 
in six Days and His Throne was on the water, that He might try 
you, which of you is the best in deeds. But if you were to say 
to them: "You shall indeed be raised up after death," those who 
disbelieve would be sure to say, ’’This is nothing but obvious 
magic." [Noble Quran 11:71 

Allah has created all we call the universe as a test for 
us. This is not our final destination. What we might consider to 
be "bad" or "good" could actually be quite the opposite. 
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Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion, and He 
has the Ability to do all things. 

(He's the One) Who has created death and life, so He 
may test you which of you is best in deed. And He is the All- 
Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving; 

(He's the One) Who has created the seven heavens one 
above another, you can see no fault in the creations of the Most 
Beneficent. Then look again: "Can you see any rifts?" 

Then look again and yet again, your sight will return to 
you in a state of humiliation and worn out. [Noble Quran 67:1- 

4] 

The Quran tells us about the nature of mankind and 
how quickly we forget the many wonderful blessings provided 
to us daily. Allah describes our attitude clearly in His Quran: 

And when some hurt touches man, he cries to his Lord 
(Allah Alone), turning to Him in repentance, but when He 
bestows a favor upon him from Himself, he forgets that for 
which he cried for before, and he sets up rivals to Allah, in 
order to mislead others from His Path. Say: "Take pleasure in 
your disbelief for a while: surely, you are (one) of the dwellers 
of the Fire!" [Noble Quran 39:81 

We forget, as we were created to forget. And this is a 
part of our test. Will we only use a selective memory and 
overlook what we owe to our Creator and Sustainer? Or will 
we be appreciative even when we are suffering some hardship 
or setback in this life? 

As for mankind, whenever his Lord tests him giving 
him honor and gifts, he says (bragging): "My Lord honors me." 

But whenever He tests him by withholding his 
livelihood, he says: "My Lord has disgraced me!" [Noble 
Quran 89:15-161 

Then Allah makes clear to us the real reasoning behind 
all that is taking place: 
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Nay! But (it is because) you do not treat orphans with 
kindness and generosity. 

And you do not encourage feeding of the poor! 

And you devour inheritance with greed. 

And you love wealth with abounding love! [Noble 
Quran 89:17-201 

Allah has created us and given us so much, yet we are 
so careless concerning His Right to be worshipped exclusively 
and deny the Day of Judgment wherein we will all be asked 
concerning His Generosity. 

O man! What has made you careless concerning your 
Lord, the Most Generous? 

Who created you, fashioned you perfectly, and gave 
you due proportion; 

In whatever form He willed. He put you together. 

Nay! But you deny the Recompense (reward for good 
deeds and punishment for evil deeds). [Noble Quran 82:6-91 

And how will we view our condition and surroundings? 
And how will we treat others around us? Are we considerate of 
others and are we quick to blame or quick to forgive? All of 
these things are a part of our test, the things we will be asked 
about on the Day of Judgment. 

Is God Pure, Good, Loving and Fair? 

If so, then where does evil, hatred and injustice come 

from? 

Allah tells us He is Pure, Loving, and absolutely Just in 
every respect. He says He is the Best of Judges. He also tells us 
the life we are in here is a test. He has created everything 
existing and He created whatever happens as well. There is 
nothing in this existence except what He has created. He also 
says in the Quran He created evil (although He is not evil). He 
is using this as one of the many tests for us. 
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Consider people who do so much evil in the earth and 
then live to a ripe old age in the splendor and wealth of their 
ill-gotten gains and die without ever being taken to task for 
their deeds. Where is the justice or fairness in this? Allah 
provides a clear answer for us in Quran as to what is in store 
for these most evil of people: 

A brief enjoyment in this world! - and then unto Us will 
be their return, then We shall make them taste the severest 
torment because they used to disbelieve [in Allah, belie His 
Messengers, deny and challenge His proofs, signs, verses, etc.l 
[Noble Quran 10:701 

That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that 
they may be shown their deeds. 

So whoever does good equal to the weight of an atom, 
shall see it. 

And whoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom, 
shall see it. [Noble Quran 99:6-81 

Do people think that they will be left alone because 
they say: ”We believe,” and will not be tested. 

And We indeed tested those who were before them. 
And Allah will certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those 
who are true, and will certainly make (it) known (the falsehood 
of) those who are liars, (although Allah knows all that before 
putting them to test). 

Or those who do evil deeds think that they can outstrip 
Us (i.e. escape Our Punishment)? Evil is that which they judge! 

Whoever hopes for the Meeting with Allah, then 
Allah’s Term is surely coming. And He is the All-Hearer, the 
All-Knower. 

And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself 
Verily, Allah is free of all wants from the ’Alamin (mankind, 
jinns, and all that exists). 

Those who believe [in the Oneness of Allah 
(Monotheism) and in Messenger Muhammad peace be upon 
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him, and do not apostate because of the harm they receive from 
the polytheists!, and do righteous good deeds, surely. We shall 
remit from them their evil deeds and shall reward them 
according to the best of that which they used to do. 

And We have enjoined on man to be good and dutiful 
to his parents, but if they strive to make you join with Me (in 
worship) anything (as a partner) of which you have no 
knowledge, then obey them not. Unto Me is your return, and I 
shall tell you what you used to do. 

And for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and 
other items of Faith) and do righteous good deeds, surely. We 
shall make them enter in (the entrance of) the righteous (i.e. in 
Paradise). 

Of mankind are some who say: "We believe in Allah," 
but if they are made to suffer for the sake of Allah, they 
consider the trial of mankind as Allah’s punishment, and if 
victory comes from your Lord, (the hypocrites) will say: 
’'Verily! We were with you (helping you).” Is not Allah Best 
Aware of what is in the breast of the ’Alamin (mankind and 
jinns)? 

Verily, Allah knows those who believe, and verily. He 
knows the hypocrites Tie. Allah will test the people with good 
and hard days to discriminate the good from the wicked 
(although Allah knows all that before putting them to test)). 
TNoble Quran 29:2-111 

Reward and punishment are definitely a part of the 
Next Life on a very permanent basis. Those who suffer in this 
life and seemly have nothing to show for all their hard works, 
good deeds and sacrifices and maintaining the faith can look 
forward to a far greater reward in a place where these things 
will not be temporary but rather they will be for eternity. Those 
who corrupt, violate, injure and do evil and destruction seem to 
escape any justice here, yet in the Next Life they too will see 
the fruits of their labors, and certainly they will be paid 
according to what they have done as well. 
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As regards oppression, this is something Allah forbids 
for Himself to do to anyone and He hates it when anyone 
oppresses someone else. He does have absolute power over 
everything. He allows sickness, disease, death and even 
oppression so we can all be tested in what we do. 

Does God Know Future? 

Does God know everything that is going to happen? - 
Does He have absolute control on the outcome of everything? - 
If so, how is that fair for us? Where is our free will then? 

Allah knows everything that will happen. The first 
thing that He created was the "pen" and He ordered the pen to 
write. The pen wrote until it had written everything that would 
happen. And then Allah began to create the universe. All of 
this was already known to Him before He created it. He does 
have absolute and total control at all times. There is nothing 
that happens except that He is in total control of it at all times. 

..■■Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills. 
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. [Noble Quran 9:151 

.■■■Truly He! Only He, is the All-Knowing, the All- 
Wise. [Noble Quran 12:1001 

And Allah only, has Free Will, He Wills whatever He 
likes and it will always happen as He wills. We have 
something called, "Free choice." The difference is that what 
Allah "Wills" always happens and what we choose may or may 
not happen. We are not being judged on the outcome of things, 
we are being judged on our choices. This means that at the core 
of everything will always be our intentions. Whatever we 
intended, is what we will have the reward for. Each person will 
be judged according to what Allah gave them to work with, 
how they used it and what they intended to do with it. 

As regards the actual "Judgment Day" - Allah tells us 
that everything we are doing is being recorded and not a single 
tiny thing escapes from this record. Even an atom’s weight of 
good will be seen on the Day of Judgment and even a single 
atom's weight of evil will be seen too. 
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On That Day (of judgment) mankind will proceed in 
scattered groups and they will be shown their deeds. 

So whoever does good equal to the weight of an atom, 
shall see it. 

And whoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom, 
shall see it. [Noble Quran 99:6-8] 

The one who will bring the evidences against us will be 
ourselves. Our ears, tongue, eyes and all of our bodies will 
begin to testify against us in front of Allah on the Day of 
Judgment. None will be oppressed on that Day, none will be 
falsely accused. 

He could have put everyone in their respective places 
from the very beginning, but the people would complain as to 
why they were thrown in Hell without being given a chance. 
This life is exactly that; a chance to prove to ourselves who we 
really are and what we would really do if we indeed had a free 
choice. 

Allah Knows everything that will happen, but we don't. 
That is why the test is fair. 

Why so Many Religions? 

If there is only one God, then why are there so many 
religions? 

All religions originated with Allah and then people 
began to add or take away from the teachings so as to take 
control over each other. 

This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope 
of your religion, so fear them not, but fear Me. This day, I have 
perfected your religious Way of life for you, completed My 
Favour upon you, and have chosen for you to surrender and 
submit to me in peace as your religious way of life. [Noble 
Quran 5:31 

Allah does not force anyone to submit to Him. He has 
laid out a clear path and then made it known to them the two 
ways (Heaven or Hell). The person is always free to make his 
or her own choice. 
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There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right 
Path has become distinct from the wrong path. Whoever 
disbelieves in taghut (false gods and false worship) and 
believes in Allah, then he has grasped the most trustworthy 
handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All- 
Knower. 

Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who 
believe. He brings them out from darkness into light. But as for 
those who disbelieve, their Auliya (supporters and helpers) are 
Taghut [false gods and false worship!, they bring them out 
from light into darkness. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, 
and they will remain there forever. [Noble Quran 2:256-2571 

There is no compulsion in the way of "Islam." Whoever 
chooses to worship Allah without partners and is devoted to 
Him and is obeying His commands as much as possible has 
grasped the firm handhold that will never break. Whoever 
denies God and chooses some other way to worship or not to 
believe at all, for them there is an eternal punishment that is 
most horrible (Hell). 

People began to separate into different groups due to 
their rejection of truth and denial of clear proofs becoming 
evident to them from their Lord. 

And the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) 
differed not amongst themselves until after clear evidence 
came to them. 

And they were not commanded anything more than 
this; to worship Allah, alone (without making partners with 
Him in worship) and establish regular devotional prayers and 
pay the charity due to the poor; and this is the correct Way 
(way of life and religion). [Noble Quran 98:4-51 

Allah warns the Muslims not to fall into the same trap 
as the people before them, by disputing with each other and 
separating into different religious groups; 

And be not as those who divided and differed among 
themselves after the clear proofs had come to them. It is they 
for whom there is an awful torment. 
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On the Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection) when some 
faces will become white and some faces will become black; as 
for those whose faces will become black (to them will be said): 
"Did you reject Faith after accepting it? Then taste the torment 
(in Hell) for rejecting Faith.” TNoble Quran 3:105-1061 

People lied about the revelations, changed their 
scriptures and abused and even murdered the prophets whom 
Allah sent to them. 

And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book 
with their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is 
from the Book, but it is not from the Book, and they say: "This 
is from Allah," but it is not from Allah; and they speak a lie 
against Allah while they know it. 

It is not (possible) for any human being to whom Allah 
has given the Book and Al-Hukma (the knowledge and 
understanding of the laws of religion, etc.) and Prophethood to 
say to the people: "Be my worshippers rather than Allah’s.” On 
the contrary (he would say): "Be you Rabbaniyun (learned men 
of religion who practice what they know and also preach 
others), because you are teaching the Book, and you are 
studying it." TNoble Quran 3:78-791 

Prophets of Allah only ask people to worship Allah, as 
One God without partners. They would never ask people to 
worship them or anyone or anything else. Allah tells us in the 
Quran: 

Nor would he (a messenger of Allah) order you to take 
angels and Prophets for lords (gods). Would he order you to 
disbelieve after you have submitted to Allah’s Will? [Noble 
Quran 3:801 

Man made religions are an abomination before the Lord 
and will never be accepted. 

Do they seek other than the religious way of life of 
Allah (the true Islamic Monotheism worshipping none but 
Allah Alone), while to Him submitted all creatures in the 
heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly. And to Him 
shall they all be returned. [Noble Quran 3:831 
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Allah will only accept true submission, obedience and 
in purity and peace to His commandments. 

And whoever seeks a Way of life other than submission 
and surrender to Allah’s Will (Islam), it will never be accepted 
of him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers. [Noble 
Quran 3:851 

To believe in Allah and follow His Commandments has 
been the message of all prophets of monotheism. 

Can we Prove Quran is From God? 

Muslims have something that offers the clearest proof 
of all - The Holy Quran. There is no other book like it 
anywhere on earth. It is absolutely perfect in the Arabic 
language. It has no mistakes in grammar, meanings or context. 
The scientific evidences are well known around the entire 
world, even amongst non-Muslim scholars. Predictions in the 
Quran have come true; and its teachings are clearly for all 
people, all places and all times. 

Surprisingly enough, the Quran itself provides us with 
the test of authenticity and offers challenges against itself to 
prove its veracity. Allah tells us in the Quran: 

Haven’t the unbelievers considered if this was from 
other than Allah, they would find within it many 
contradictions? [Noble Quran 4:821 

Another amazing challenge from Allah's Book: 

If you are in doubt about it, bring a chapter like it. 
[Noble Quran 2:231 

And Allah challenges us with: 

Bring ten chapters like it. [Noble Quran 11:131 

And finally: 

Bring one chapter like it. [Noble Quran 10:381 

No one has been able to produce a book like it, nor ten 
chapters like it, nor even one chapter like it. It was memorized 
by thousands of people during the lifetime of Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) and then this memorization was passed 
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down from teacher to student for generation after generation, 
from mouth to ear and from one nation to another. Today every 
single Muslim has memorized some part of the Quran in the 
original Arabic language that it was revealed in over 1,400 
years ago, even though most of them are not Arabs. There are 
over nine million (9,000,000) Muslims living on the earth 
today who have totally memorized the entire Quran, word for 
word, and can recite the entire Quran, in Arabic just as 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) did 14 centuries ago. 

Why Does Quran Say "We & He"? 

Why does the Quran use "WE" and "HE" in Quran 
when referring to God (Allah)? 

This is a good question and one that Bible readers have 
also asked about . The term "We" in the Bible and in the Quran 
is the royal "We" - as an example when the king says, "We 
decree the following declaration, etc." or, "We are not 
amused." It does not indicate plural; rather it displays the 
highest position in the language. English, Persian, Hebrew, 
Arabic and many languages provide for the usage of "We" for 
the royal figure. It is helpful to note the same dignity is given 
to the person being spoken to in English. We say to someone, 
"You ARE my friend." Yet the person is only one person 
standing there. Why did we say "ARE" instead of "IS"? The 
noun "you" is singular and should therefore be associated with 
a singular verb for the state of being, yet we say, "are." The 
same is true for the speaker when referring to himself or 
herself. We say, "I am" and this is also in the royal plural, 
instead of saying, "I is." 

When Allah uses the term "HE" in Quran it is similar to 
the above answer. The word "He" is used when referring to 
Allah out of respect, dignity and high status. It would be totally 
inappropriate to use the word "it" and would not convey the 
proper understanding of Allah being who Allah is; Alive, 
Compassionate, Forgiving, Patient, Loving, etc. It is not 
correct to associate the word "He" with gender, as this would 
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be comparing Allah to the creation, something totally against 
the teaching of Quran. 

God of The Jews And Christians? 

Is 'Allah' the same god of the Jews and Christians? 

Yes. The word in Hebrew came from "El" and in 
Arabic from "Elh”. The word for "god” (note the small ’g’ in 
English) is "Elah". Compare this to "Eloi" and "Eli” in the New 
Testament. 

The word "Allah" is the perfect word to describe the 
God of Jews and Christians as it does not permit gender nor 
plural. Therefore, when the word is used as in "Eloihim" or 
"Allahumma" (these would appear at first to be plural and/or 
female genders) it becomes clear it is the royal usage such as a 
king would use in referring to his royal station while make a 
decree of some type. The king would state, "We decree the 
following..." and he is actually talking about his royal position 
rather than plural status. 

There is no word in English for the "God" of Israel, the 
"God" of Jesus. This explains why the spelling remains the 
same whether speaking of a false "god" or pagan idol and the 
"God" of Abraham or Moses or Jesus (peace be upon them). 
Note the use of the capital "g" (G). This is the only way 
English can present a difference between the two. In the 
Semitic languages it is easy to distinguish the difference 
between a "god" and "The God" due to the structure of the 
word itself. 

Evidence for this is quite simple. Visit any motel or 
hotel and remove the Bible located in the drawer next to the 
bed (placed they courtesy of the Gideon Society). Note inside 
the first few pages a reference to the translations of the Bible 
they have made into 27 languages. The second example they 
give is to the Arabic language of the passage in the New 
Testament from the Gospel of John 3:16. The verse begins in 
English; "For God so loved the world" and in the Arabic 
translation the word used for "God" is "Allah." 

The Arabic Bible beginning with the Book of Genesis 
uses the word "Allah" to represent "The God" of Creation; 
Adam and Eve; Noah; Abraham; Ishmael and Isaac and Israel. 
Page one of Genesis has the word "Allah" 17 times. 
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Will Everyone Be Treated Fairly? 

Yes, absolutely. Allah always treats everyone with 
justice and fairness. 

But read these verses of the Quran carefully, especially 
about the "People of the Book" (Jews & Christians): 

These are the Verses of Allah: We recite them to you 
(O Muhammad peace be upon him) in truth, and Allah wills no 
injustice to the ’Alamin (mankind and Jinns). And to Allah 
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. 
And all matters go back (for decision) to Allah. 
You [true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real followers 
of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him and 
commandments with himl are the best of peoples ever raised 
up for mankind: you enjoin Al-Ma’ruf (i.e. Islamic 
Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained) and forbid Al- 
Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has 
forbidden), and you believe in Allah. And had the people of the 
Book (Jews and Christians) believed, it would have been better 
for them: among them are some who have faith, but most of 
them are Al-Fasiqun (disobedient to Allah - and rebellious 
against Allah’s Command). [Noble Quran 3:108-1101 

Whoever believes in Allah, as One God and is working 
righteousness as much as they can - and follows the most 
recent prophet sent by Allah, peace be upon them all, could 
well be a Muslim (submitter to the Will of Allah) and as such, 
it is up to Allah to be their Judge, just as He is the Judge in all 
matters. 

Does Allah Treat Jews and Christians the same as 
Muslims? 

Some may question whether or no the "People of the 
Book" (Jews and Christians) living today might be considered 
as being "saved". 

Actually, the Jews and Christians who believed in 
Allah as One God - and they tried to obey the commandments 
of Allah and follow the message which Allah sent with their 
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particular messenger (such as Abraham, Moses, Jesus, etc.) are 
mentioned many times in Quran: 

They all are not the same; among the People of the Scripture 
is a community standing [in obedience), reciting the verses of 
Allah during periods of the night and prostrating [in prayer). 
They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and they enjoin what 
is right and forbid what is wrong and hasten to good deeds. 
And those are among the righteous. And whatever good they 
do - never will it be removed from them. And Allah is 
Knowing of the righteous. [Noble Quran 3:113-1151 

Let's further consider what Allah tells us in the Quran 
about them: 

Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they 
were disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of gold will not be 
accepted from anyone of them even if they offered it as a 
ransom. [Noble Quran 3:911 

Those who die while disbelievers, will only receive 
payment of their good deeds here on earth, in this life. 

But their deeds will not be accepted from them on 
Judgment Day, even if they spent the earth's fill of gold in what 
was perceived to be an act of obedience. 

The Prophet was asked about 'Abdullah bin Jud’an, who 
used to be generous to guests, helpful to the indebted and who 
gave food (to the poor); will all that benefit him The Prophet 
said, No, for not even one day during his life did he pronounce, 
'O my Lord! Forgive my sins on the Day of Judgment'. 

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, told us; 
"If anyone of the People of the Book hears about me and the 
message with which I have been sent, and does not accept to 
surrender and submit to Almighty Allah in peace (Islam), then 
he will be in the Fire." 

Allah tells us in the Quran, that He is the "Best of 
Judges" and certainly the final Judgment of us all rests with 
Him. 
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MUHAMMAD A TO Z 

By : Yusuf Estes, Former Christian Preacher 

While others are clamoring over what to do when 
someone draws a cartoon or a picture of one of the prophets of 
Almighty God, (peace be upon them all), we decided it was 
time to show the "Real Picture of Mohammed" - everything we 
could find from A to Z. The results were far too many to list all 
of them. So, we took the first 26 and put them in alphabetical 
order, but as you read through the commentaries of others, you 
will be able to realize many hundreds of additional qualities of 
this man, Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 
"A-Z" on Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, deals 
with well established facts about Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, but certainly does not include 
everything there is to know about Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Volumes and encyclopedias and even 
libraries have been dedicated to presenting the picture of this 
great man. 

What Did Muhammad Say: 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, taught 
many important principles and morals, and even set forth rules 
for combat setting the precedent and still exceeding the rules of 
war set forth by the Geneva Convention. Consider the 
following: 

All innocent life was sacred and as such none could be 
harmed, except those who were engaged against them in active 
combat. Saving one life was as if one had saved the entire 
world, while taking an innocent life was as if one had taken the 
lives of the entire world. 

There was to be no genocide of any tribes even up until 
some had committed genocide against some Muslims. He 
offered mutual protection and forgiveness to the all even after 
certain ones broke their covenants with him many times. He 
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did not allow them to be attacked until it was clearly proven 
they were traitors during time of war and tried to bring down 
the prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, and the Muslims 
at any cost. Retaliation was only to those Jews who had turned 
traitor and not others. 

Slaves were common in those days for all nations and 
tribes. It was Islam that encouraged freeing of the slaves and 
the great reward from Allah for those who did so. Prophet, 
peace and blessings be upon him, gave the example of this by 
freeing slaves and encouraging all of his followers to do the 
same. Examples include his own servant (who was actually 
considered like a son to him) Zaid ibn A1 Haritha and Bilal the 
slave who was bought by Abu Bakr only for the purpose of 
freeing him. 

While there were many attempts of assassination made 
on Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, (most 
famous was the night that Ah took his place in bed while he 
and Abu Bakr escaped to Madinah), he did not allow his 
companions to slaughter any of those who had been involved 
in these attempts. Proof for this is when they entered Makkah 
triumphantly and his first words were to command his 
followers not to harm such and such tribes and so and so 
families. This was one of the most famous of his acts of 
forgiveness and humbleness. 

Military combat was forbidden for the first thirteen 
years of prophet hood. The desert Arabs did not need anyone to 
tell them how to fight or do combat. They were experts in this 
area and held feuds amongst tribes that lasted for decades. It 
was not until the proper method of warfare was instituted by 
Allah in the Quran, with proper rights and limitations 
according His Commandments, that any retaliation or combat 
was sanctioned. Orders from Allah made it clear who was to be 
attacked, how and when and to what extent fighting could take 
place. 
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Destruction of infrastructures is absolutely forbidden 
except when it is ordained by Allah in certain instances and 
then only according to His Commands. 

Cursing and invoking evil actually came to the prophet, 
peace and blessings be upon him, from his enemies, while he 
would be praying for their guidance. Classic example is that of 
his journey to At-Taif where the leaders would not even hear 
him out nor offer so much as the normal courtesy called for 
and instead they set the children of the street against him, 
throwing rocks and stones at him until his body was bleeding 
so much, blood filled his sandals. He was offered revenge by 
the angel Gabriel, if he would give the command, Allah would 
cause the surrounding mountains to fall down upon them 
destroying them all. Instead of cursing them or asking for their 
destruction, he prayed for them to be guided to worship their 
Lord alone, without any partners. 

Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
claimed every person who is born in a state of ISLAM 
(submission to God on His Terms in Peace), as a Muslim (MU- 
Islam means; "one who does ISLAM" i.e.; submits to God's 
Will and obeys His Commandments). He further stated, God 
has created each person in the image that is His according to 
His plan, and their spirit is His. Then as they grow older they 
begin to distort their faith according to the influence of the 
prevailing society and their own prejudices. 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, taught 
his followers to believe in the God of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon and Jesus, peace be upon them 
all, and to believe in them as true prophets, messengers and 
servants of Almighty Allah. He insisted on ranking all the 
prophets up at the highest level without any distinction 
between them, and ordered his followers to say the words, 
"peace and blessings be upon him" after mentioning their 
names. 
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He also taught the Torah (Old Testament), Zabur 
(Psalms) and Enjil (Gospel or New Testament) were originally 
from the very same source as the Quran, from Allah to the 
angel Gabriel. He asked the Jews to judge according to their 
own Book, and they tried to cover up some of it to hide the 
correct judgment, knowing he, peace and blessings be upon 
him, could not read. 

He prophesied, predicted and foretold of events to 
come and they happened just as he had said they would. He 
mentioned so many things that people of his time could not 
have known, yet we have seen the evidences manifest over and 
over throughout the centuries in science, medicine, biology, 
embryology, psychology, metrology, geology and many other 
disciplines and even space travel and wireless communications, 
all of which we take for granted today. He even predicted 
something from the past that would come true in the future, 
and it has. 

The Quran states pharaoh was drowned in the Red Sea 
while chasing after Moses and Allah said He would preserve 
Pharaoh as a sign for the future. Dr. Maurice Bucaille in his 
book, "Bible, Quran and Science" makes it clear this has 
happened and the very person of Pharaoh has been discovered 
in Egypt and is now on display for all to see. This event took 
place thousands of years before Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and it came true in the last few decades, 
many centuries after his death. 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, or his 
followers never at any time claimed that he was a son of God 
or the God-incarnate or a man with divinity. But he always was 
and is even today considered as only a Messenger chosen by 
God. He insisted people praise Almighty God, alone and not to 
celebrate him or his companions in any way. While most 
people do not hesitate to raise to divinity and even make 'gods' 
out of other individuals whose lives and missions have been 
lost in legend. Historically speaking, none of these legends 
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achieved even a fraction of what Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, accomplished. 

Uniting mankind together for the purpose of 
worshipping the One God of Adam and all the other prophets, 
peace be upon them all, was his main motivating cause and his 
striving was for the sole purpose having everyone to 
understand and follow the codes of moral excellence set forth 
by Allah in His Revelations. 

Today after a lapse of fourteen centuries, the life and 
teachings of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
have survived without the slightest loss, alteration or 
interpolation. They offer the same undying hope for treating 
mankind's many ills, which they did when he was alive. This is 
not a claim of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
followers, but the inescapable conclusion forced upon by a 
critical and unbiased history. 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, claimed 
to be a servant, messenger and prophet of the Almighty God; 
the same God of Adam, Abraham, Moses, David and Solomon 
and of Jesus, the Christ, son of Mary (peace be upon them all). 
He claimed he was receiving revelation from Almighty God 
(Allah) through the Arch Angel Gabriel, calling it the 
Recitation (Quran). 

He ordered people to believe in God as One, without 
partners, and to follow the Commandments of Almighty God 
to the best of their abilities. 

What Did He Do? 

He forbade himself and his followers from evil 
practices and filthy habits, showing them the proper ways to 
eat, drink, use the toilet and proper behavior in all 
relationships. This he claimed was all from Allah. 

Almost everyone on the earth today is discussing 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. People 
want to know, "Who was he exactly?" "What did he teach?" 
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"Why was he loved so much by some and hated so much by 
others?" "Did he live up to his claims?" "Was he a holy man?" 
"Was he a prophet of God?" "What is the truth about this man - 
Muhammad?" 

How can we discover the truth and be totally honest in 
our judgment? 

We will begin with the very simple historical 
evidences, facts as narrated by thousands of people, many of 
whom knew him personally. The following is based on books, 
manuscripts, texts and actual eyewitness accounts, too 
numerous list herein, yet all have been preserved in original 
form throughout the centuries by both Muslims and non- 
Muslims. 

Muhammad ibn (son of) Abdullah ibn (son of) Abdul 
Mutalib, was born in the year 570 C.E. (Christian Era) in 
Makkah, Felix Arabia (today: Saudi Arabia) and he died in 633 
C.E. in Yathrib (today: Madinah, Saudi Arabia). 

A. His names: When he was born, his grandfather, Abdul 
Mutalib, gave him the name Muhammad. And it means 
"praised one" or "praising one." He was later called 
"As-Saddiq" (the Truthful) by all of those who knew of 
his truthful and honest nature. He always said only the 
truth. He was also called "Al-Amin" (the Trustworthy) 
due to his integrity and always upholding any trust 
given to him. When the tribes were battling against 
each other, both sides would entrust him with their 
possessions during the fighting, even if it might be 
against some of his own tribesmen, because they knew 
he would always uphold any trust given to him. All of 
his names indicated the very nature of a man who was 
praised for his honesty, integrity and trustworthiness. 
He was also well known for advocating the 
reconciliation of kinship and relationships. He ordered 
his followers to always honor the "ties of the wombs" 
(siblings and other close relatives). 
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This fits right in with the prophecy mentioned in the Bible in 
the Book of John in chapters 14 and 16, as the coming of a 
prophet known as the "Spirit of Truth” or "Comforter" or 
’’Advocate.” 

B. Born as a descendent of Abraham, peace and blessings 
be upon him, through his first born son, Tshmael (Ismail 
in Arabic), peace and blessings be upon him, to the 
noble tribe of the Quraysh who were the leaders of 
Makkah in those days. Muhammad’s blood line traces 
directly back to Abraham, peace and blessings be upon 
him. 

This could certainly point to fulfillment of Old Testament 
(Torah) prophecies in Deuteronomy (chapter 18:15) of a 
prophet, like unto Moses from "their brethren." 

C. He kept the Commandments of Almighty God, just as 
his great grandfathers and prophets of old had done in 
the past (peace be upon them). Here is a statement from 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, while 
the Quran was being revealed to him by the angel 
Gabriel; 

"Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: 
Join not anything in worship with Him; be good and dutiful to 
your PARENTS; do not kill your children because of poverty - 
(Allah) provide sustenance for you and for them; do not come 
near to Al-Fawahish (shameful sins, illegal sexual intercourse, 
etc.) whether committed openly or secretly, and kill not anyone 
whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause. This He has 
commanded you that you may understand." [Noble Quran 
6:1511 

D. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, lived in 
total commitment to his Belief in One God, and as 
such, he worshipped God alone, without any other 
"gods" beside Him. This is the very first 
commandment in the Old Testament (Exodus 
chapter 20 and Deuteronomy, chapter 5) and in the 
New Testament as well (Mark, chapter 12, verse 29). 
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E. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, ordered 
his followers to obey Allah Almighty. He ordered 
following the Commandments as were revealed to him 
by the angel Gabriel from Almighty Allah. Read below, 
one of many similar statements from the Quran: 

Surely, Allah Commands absolute justice and steadfast 
commitment to performing your duties to Almighty Allah, in 
total sincerity and giving help to relatives: and He forbids evil, 
and disobedience and all that is prohibited by Allah (such as: 
illegal sexual acts, disobedience of PARENTS, polytheism, to 
tell lies, to give false witness, to kill a life without right, etc.), 
and (He Forbids) any evil (i.e. all that is prohibited by God’s 
Law, such as: polytheism of every kind, disbelief and every 
kind of evil deeds, etc.), and all kinds of oppression. He 
admonishes you, that you may take heed. [Noble Quran 16:901 

F. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, never 
fell into the common practice of his tribesmen to 
worship statues, idols or man-made "gods." He forbid 
his followers to ever engage in worship outside of the 
One True God (Allah) of Adam, Abraham, Moses and 
all the prophets, peace be upon them all. 

And the people of the Scripture Jews and Christians did 
not differed amongst themselves until after there came to them 
clear evidence. 

And they were commanded only to worship Allah, and 
worship none but Him Alone (no gods beside God), and 
perform prayers and give charity: and that is the right religion. 
[Noble Quran 98:4-51 

He despised false worship to any man-made gods or 
images or anything in creation as a god. He hated all of the 
complexities and degradation to which it leads. 

This is in direct obedience to the second commandment 
in the above mentioned verses, "Thou shalt not make any 
graven images." 
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G. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, always 
held the Name of God (Allah) in the highest of 
reverence and never took God's Name in vain or for 
any vainglorious purpose. 

He forbid his followers for ever doing anything like this and 
encouraged them to use names such as "Servant of Almighty 
God" (Abdullah). 

H. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, upheld 
the proper worship and ceremonies of his grandfathers, 
Abraham and Ishmael, peace be upon them. Here is 
something from the second chapter of the Quran. Read 
closely; 

"Recall when Abraham’s Lord (Allah) tested him with 
Commands, that he fulfilled. Allah said, "Surely, I am going to 
make you a leader (prophet) of mankind. (Abraham said) "And 
my offspring, too." (Allah) said, "My Covenant (prophethood, 
etc.) does not include wrong-doers (thalimun). 

"And recall when (Allah) made the House (ka’bah in 
Bakkah, which later was called "Makkah") a place of resort for 
mankind and a place of safety. And it is your place of prayer, 
and (Allah) commanded Abraham and Ishmael to purify (God’s 
House at Makkah) for those who are circling it, or staying there 
or bowing or prostrating themselves (there, in worship). 

"And when Abraham said, ’My Lord, make this city 
(Makkah) a place of security and provide its people with fruits, 
for them that believe in Allah Almighty and the Last Day.’ 
(Allah) answered, "As for him who doesn’t believe, I shall 
leave him in contentment for a while, then I shall compel him 
to the torment of the Fire, and worst indeed is that destination!" 

"And when Abraham and Ishmael were raising the 
foundations of the Sacred House (Ka’bah in Makkah), saying, 
’Our Lord! Accept from us. Certainly! You are the All-Hearer, 
the All-Knower.’’’ 

"Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of 
our offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our 
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Manasik (all the ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and TJmrah, 
etc.), and accept our repentance. Truly, You are the One Who 
accepts repentance, the Most Merciful. 

"Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their 
own (and indeed Allah answered by sending Muhammad peace 
and blessings be upon him), who shall recite unto them Your 
Verses and instruct them in the Book (this Quran) and full 
knowledge of (Allah’s) Laws and jurisprudence, and sanctify 
them. Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise." 

And who turns away from the religion of Abraham 
(Monotheism) except him who fools himself? Truly, (Allah) 
chose him in this world and verily, in the Hereafter he will be 
among the righteous. 

When his Lord said to him, "Submit ("Islam” means 
"submission")!" He said, ”1 have submitted myself ("Muslim" 
means "one who submits") to the Lord of all that exists." 

And this (submission to Allah) was ordered by 
Abraham upon his sons and by Jacob; saying, "O my sons! 
Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion; then die not except 
in the Faith of Submission (like those in true submission to 
God’s Will)." INoble Quran 2:124-1321 

I. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

performed these same ceremonies in worship to what 
we find the prophets doing before him, bowing to 
toward the ground and prostrating (falling on the face) 
while praying and worshipping. He would face 
Jerusalem for his devotionals and commanded his 
followers to do the same (until Allah sent down the 
angel Gabriel with revelation to change the direction 
(Qiblah) mentioned in Quran). 

J. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

advocated rights for all members of the family and 
especially ties to the parents, both mother and father, 
also rights for infant girls, orphaned girls and certainly 
for wives, as well. 
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It is known from the Quran, Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him, ordered his followers to be kind and respectful to 
their parents. They were told not to even say, "Ooh" to them 
while caring for them in their old age. Read from the Quran: 

And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but 
Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of them or 
both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a word 
of disrespect, nor shout at them but address them in terms of 
honor. TNoble Quran 17:231 

K. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was the 
defender of the orphans and even the newborn children. 
He ordered the care of orphans and feeding of the poor 
as the means to enter Paradise and if anyone held back 
the rights of those who were destitute, they could forget 
about ever seeing Paradise. He also forbade the killing 
of new born girls, as was a custom of ignorance 
according to primitive Arab traditions. This is referred 
to in the Quran; when, on the Day of Judgment those 
who practiced the evil deed of terminating the life of 
their own infant daughters, will have it exposed, the 
Quran says: 

"And when the female (infant) buried alive (as the pagan Arabs 
used to do) is going to be asked; about what sin could she (as 
an infant) have possibly committed.” TNoble Quran 81:81 

Those who spend their wealth (in Allah’s Cause) by 
night and day, in secret and in public, they shall have their 
reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they 
grieve. TNoble Quran 2:2741 

L. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, ordered 
men not to "inherit women against their will," and not 
to marry them accept by mutual consent and never to 
touch their wealth or inheritance in order to improve 
their own financial conditions. 

O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit 
women against their will, and you should not treat them with 
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harshness, that you may take away part of the Mahr you have 
given them, unless they commit open illegal sexual intercourse. 
And live with them honorably. If you dislike them, it may be 
that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal 
of good. [Noble Quran 4:191 

We also notice from this verse, He forbid the common 
practice of wife-beating and abuse, (his own wife said he never 
once hit her). 

He never once engaged in sex outside of marriage, nor 
did he ever approve of it, even though it was very common at 
the time. His only relationships with women were in 
legitimate, contractual marriages with proper witnesses 
according to law. His relationship to Ayesha was only that of 
marriage. He did not marry her the first time her father offered 
her hand to him in marriage. He married her only after she 
reached the age of puberty and could decide for herself. Their 
relationship is described in every detail by Ayesha herself in 
the most loving and respectful manner as a match truly made in 
heaven. Ayesha is considered as one of the highest scholars of 
Islam and lived out her entire life only having been married to 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. She never 
desired any other man, nor did she ever utter a single negative 
statement against Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

M, Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, ordered 

men to "provide and protect" women, whether it was 

their own mother, sister, wife or daughter or even those 

of others, whether they were Muslims or not. 

"Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because 
Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and because 
they spend (to support the women) from their means. Therefore 
the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to Allah and to 
their husbands), and guard in the husband’s absence what Allah 
orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity, their husband’s 
property, etc.). As to those women on whose part you see ill 
conduct, admonish them, refuse to share their beds, startle 
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them (set forth a clear example or parable for them, to make 
clear the point of what is going on before divorcing them) so if 
they return to proper obedience (to Allah and their husbands), 
do not annoy them any further. Surely, Allah is Ever Most 
High, Most Great." [Noble Quran 4:341 

N. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
prohibited killing of children for fear of poverty and 
also forbade killing any innocent people. 

Say (O Muhammad peace and blessings be upon him): "Come, 
I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not 
anything in worship with Him; be good and dutiful to your 
parents; kill not your children because of poverty - We provide 
sustenance for you and for them; come not near to Al- 
Fawahish (shameful sins, illegal sexual intercourse, etc.) 
whether committed openly or secretly, and kill not anyone 
whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause (according 
to Law). This He has commanded you that you may 
understand. [Noble Quran 6; 1511 

O. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, never 
committed adultery, and he required his followers to 
engage only in lawful marriage relationships with 
women, and forbid sex outside of Almighty God's 
Ordinance. 

Satan (the devil) threatens you with poverty and orders you to 
commit Fahsha (evil deeds, illegal sexual intercourse, sins 
etc.); whereas Allah promises you Forgiveness from Himself 
and Bounty, and Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ 
needs, All-Knower. [Noble Quran2;2681 

Say (O Muhammad SAW); "(But) the things that my 
Lord has indeed forbidden are A1 Fawahish (great evil sins, 
every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse, etc.) whether 
committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous 
oppression, joining partners (in worship) with Allah for which 
He has given no authority, and saying things about Allah of 
which you have no knowledge." [Noble Quran 7:331 
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And come not near to the unlawful sexual intercourse. 
Verily, it is a Fahishah ri.e. anything that transgresses its limits 
(a great sin)l, and an evil way (that leads one to Hell unless 
Allah forgives him). [Noble Quran 17:321 

The adulterer marries not but an adulteress or a 
Mushrikah and the adulteress none marries her except an 
adulterer or a Muskrik [and that means that the man who 
agrees to marry (have a sexual relation with) a Mushrikah 
(female polytheist, pagan or idolatress) or a prostitute, then 
surely he is either an adulterer, or a Mushrik (polytheist, pagan 
or idolater, etc.) And the woman who agrees to marry (have a 
sexual relation with) a Mushrik (polytheist, pagan or idolater) 
or an adulterer, then she is either a prostitute or a Mushrikah 
(female polytheist, pagan, or idolatress, etc.)!. Such a thing is 
forbidden to the believers (of Islamic Monotheism). [Noble 
Quran 24:31 

Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual 
intercourse should be propagated among those who believe, 
they will have a painful torment in this world and in the 
Hereafter. And Allah knows and you know not. [Noble Quran 
24:191 ” ” '.. 

O Prophet! When believing women come to you to give 
you the pledge, that they will not associate anything in worship 
with Allah, that they will not steal, that they will not commit 
illegal sexual intercourse, that they will not kill their children, 
that they will not utter slander, intentionally forging falsehood 
(i.e. by making illegal children belonging to their husbands), 
and that they will not disobey you in any Ma’ruf (Islamic 
Monotheism and all that which Islam ordains) then accept their 
Bai’a (pledge), and ask Allah to forgive them. Verily, Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. [Noble Quran 60:121 

People committed fornication and adultery in most 
places around the word in Muhammad's time, yet he never 
once did so, and he forbade all of his followers from this evil 
practice. 
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P. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, forbade 
usury and interest on money lending, as Jesus, peace 
and blessings be upon him, had done centuries before 
him. It can be easily shown how usury eats away at 
wealth and destroys the economic systems throughout 
history. Yet, just as in the teachings of the prophets of 
old, Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
held that such practices were most evil and must be 
avoided in order to be at peace with the Creator (Allah). 

Those who eat usury (deal in interest) will not stand (on the 
Day of Resurrection) except like the standing of a person 
beaten by Satan leading him to insanity. That is because they 
say: ’’Trading is only like usury," whereas Allah has permitted 
trading and forbidden usury. So whosoever receives an 
admonition from his Lord and stops eating usury shall not be 
punished for the past; his case is for Allah (to judge); but 
whoever returns to dealing in usury, such are the dwellers of 
the Fire - they will abide there in- 

Allah will destroy Riba (usury) and will give increase 
for charity, alms, etc. And Allah likes not the disbelievers, 
sinners. 

Truly those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and 
perform Salat, and give Zakat, they will have their reward with 
their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

You who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what 
remains (due to you) from usury, if you are believers. 

And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from 
Allah and His Messenger but if you repent, you shall have your 
capital sums. Deal not unjustly, and you shall not be dealt with 
unjustly. [Noble Quran 2:275-2791 

Q. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, never 
gambled and did not allow it. Like usury, gambling takes 
away wealth but at an even faster pace. 

"People ask you (Muhammad) about alcohol and gambling. 
Say, 'There is great sin in both of them and (some benefit) for 
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humans, but the sin is greater than any benefit from them.’ And 
they ask you what they should spend (for charity, etc.). Say, 
’Whatever is above your basic needs.’ So, Allah makes it clear 
to you His Laws in order for you to give thought." [Noble 
Quran 2:2191 

Gambling had not been viewed as so evil until the time 
of Muhammad, peace be upon. Today, it is well established 
that gambling causes damage to families and even to mental 
health. The idea of getting something for nothing is not the 
proper way of life prescribed by the teachings of Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. 

R. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, never 
drank alcohol or strong drink, even though it was a very 
normal thing for people of his time and place. 

"O you believers! Intoxicating drinks, gambling, fortune 
telling, etc, is the hated work of the devil. So stay away from 
all of that horrible stuff, that you will be successful.” 

’’The devil only wants to create hatred between you 
with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks, etc.) and gambling and to 
keep you from the remembrance of Allah and from your proper 
worship (prayers). So, why won’t you away from them?" 
[Noble Quran 5:90-911 

The Arabs, like most other cultures at his time, drank 
alcohol without concern for their health or for their altered 
behavior while intoxicated. Many of them were alcoholics. 

In today's world there is little need to present long 
discussions on the evil and dangers of drinking alcohol. 
Besides causing diseases and ruining a person's health, alcohol 
is often attributed to be the cause of many traffic accidents 
resulting in property damage, injuries and deaths. The first 
order was for the followers of Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him, to leave off drinking while engaged in worship, 
then came stronger orders to leave drinking all together. Thus, 
offering a time for the early Muslims to break off from their 
addiction to strong drink. 
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S. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, did not 
engage in gossip or backbiting and he always turned 
away from hearing anything related to it. 

O you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes to you 
with a news, verify it, lest you harm people in ignorance, and 
afterwards you become regretful to what you have done. 
[Noble Quran 49:61 

O you who believe! Do not allow one group scoff at 
another group, it may be that the latter are better than the 
former; nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may be 
that the latter are better than the former, nor defame one 
another, nor insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it, to 
insult one’s brother after having Faith? And whosoever does 
not repent, then such are indeed wrong-doers. 

O you who believe! Avoid much suspicions, indeed 
some suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither backbite one 
another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead 
brother? You would hate it (so hate backbiting) . And fear 
Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who accepts repentance. Most 
Merciful. [Noble Quran 49:11-121 

Certainly, these teachings would be well appreciated in 
today's world where we find almost everyone engaging in the 
worst of gossiping and insulting of others, even the closest of 
relatives and loved ones. 

T. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was 
most generous and encouraged others to be the same 
way in their dealings with others. He even asked them 
to forgive the debts of others with hope of receiving a 
better reward with their Lord (Allah). 

And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), then 
grant him time till it is easy for him to repay, but if you remit it 
by way of charity, that is better for you if you did but know. 

And be afraid of the Day when you shall be brought 
back to Allah. Then every person shall be paid what he earned, 
and they shall not be dealt with unjustly. [Noble Quran 2:280- 
2811 
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Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
commanded the payment of charity to the poor and he was the 
defender and protector of widows, orphans and the wayfarers. 

’’Therefore, do not oppress the orphan, nor repulse the 
beggar." [Noble Quran 93:9-101 

Charity is for the poor, who in Allah’s Cause are 
restricted (from travel), and cannot move about in the land (for 
trade or work). The one who knows them not, thinks that they 
are rich because of their modesty. You may know them by 
their mark, they do not beg of people at all. And whatever you 
spend in good, surely Allah knows it well. [Noble Quran 
2:2731 

U. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, taught 
people how to deal with the most extreme difficulties 
and tests that occur to us throughout our lives. He held 
that only through patience and a humble attitude would 
we find true resolution and understanding of life's 
complications and disappointments. He the most patient 
of all and was exemplary in his own humbleness. All 
who knew him had to admit to these virtues. 

O you who believe! Seek help in patience and the prayer, 
Truly! Allah is with the patient ones. [Noble Quran 2:1531 
He explained this life was a test from Allah: 

And certainly, Allah shall test you with something of 
fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad 
tidings to the patient ones. [Noble Quran 2:1551 

Who, when afflicted with calamity, say: "Truly! To 
Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return." [Noble 
Quran 2:1561 

V. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, fasted 
for days at a time to be closer to Almighty God and 
away from the narrowness of worldly attractions. 

O you who believe! Observing the fasting is prescribed for you 
as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may become 
pious. [Noble Quran 2:1831 

W. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, called 
for an end to racism and tribalism from the beginning to 
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the end of his mission. He was truly the peacemaker for 
all times and all people. 

O mankind! (Allah) has created you from a male and a female, 
and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one 
another. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is that 
(believer) who is one of the pious. Verily, Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Aware. [Noble Quran 49:131 
And in another verse of the Quran: 

O mankind! Have piety and be most dutiful to your 
Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam), and from 
him (Adam) He created his wife (Eve), and from them both He 
created many men and women and fear Allah through whom 
you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations 
of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All Watcher 
over you. [Noble Quran 4:11 

X. Regarding keeping up good relationships and bringing 
people back together after a falling out, the Quran says: 

And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to 
fighting, then make peace between them both, but if one of 
them rebels against the other, then fight you (all) against the 
one that which rebels till it complies with the Command of 
Allah: then if it complies, then make reconciliation between 
them justly, and be equitable. Verily! Allah loves those who 
are equitable. 

The believers are nothing else than brothers to each 
other. So make reconciliation between your brothers, and fear 
Allah, that you may receive mercy. [Noble Quran 49:9-101 

Y, Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, taught 
that Jesus, peace and blessings be upon him, was the 
immaculate conception and miracle birth of Mary, and 
that she was the best creation of Almighty God. He 
insisted even to the Jews of Madinah, that Jesus, peace 
and blessings be upon him, was the Messiah, the Christ, 
the one predicted to come in their Torah (Old 
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Testament). He also taught that Jesus, peace and 
blessings be upon him, did many miracles by the 
permission of Almighty God, curing the lepers, 
restoring sight to the blind and even bringing a dead 
man back to life, and he was not dead, rather Almighty 
God had raised him up. He also predicted Jesus, peace 
and blessings be upon him, is going to return again in 
the Last Days to lead the true believers in a victory over 
the evil and unrighteous people, and he will destroy the 
Anti-Christ. 

Z. Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, forbade 
any killing, even when his followers were being killed, 
until the orders for retaliation came from Allah. Even 
then the limits were clearly spelled out and only those 
engaged in active combat against the Muslims or Islam 
were to be fought in combat. And even then, only 
according to very strict rules from Allah. 

What Did His Followers Say? 

"His name was Muhammad" (peace and blessings be 
upon him) 

To begin: You may be a Christian Protestant, Catholic, 
Jew, an atheist or an agnostic; or you may belong to any of 
many different religious denominations existing in today's 
world. You might even be a communist or believe in man’s 
democracy as the rule on earth. Whoever you are and whatever 
ideological or political beliefs, social habits you may hold, 
there is no doubt - you should understand what others have to 
say about this man. 

The world has had its share of great personalities. But 
these were one sided figures who distinguished themselves in 
but one or two fields, such as religious thought or military 
leadership. The lives and teachings of these great personalities 
of the earth are shrouded in the mist of time. There is so much 
speculation about the time and place their birth, the mode and 
style of their life, the nature and detail of their teachings and 
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the degree and measure of their success or failure that is 
impossible for humanity to reconstruct, accurately the lives and 
teachings of these men and women. 

But this is not the case of this man, Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, who accomplished so much in such 
diverse fields of human thought and behavior in the fullest 
blaze of human history. Every detail of his private life and 
public utterances has been accurately documented and 
faithfully preserved up until our day. The authenticity of the 
records so preserved is vouched for not only by the faithful 
followers but even by his prejudiced critics. 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was a 
religious teacher, a social reformer, a moral guide, an 
administrative colossus, a faithful friend, a wonderful 
companion, a devoted husband, a loving father - all in one. No 
other man in history ever excelled or equaled him in any of 
these different aspects of life - but it was only for the selfless 
personality of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
to achieve such incredible perfection. 

He was by far, the most remarkable man that ever set 
foot on this earth. He preached a religion, founded a state, built 
a nation, laid down a moral code, initiated numerous social and 
political reforms, established a powerful and dynamic society 
to practice and represent his teachings and completely 
revolutionized the worlds of human thought and behavior for 
all times to come. 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was 
born in what was then known as Felix Arabia, fourteen 
hundred years ago. He started his mission of preaching a 
religion of monotheism; a Way of Life based on the surrender, 
submission and obedience to the Commandments of Almighty 
God, in sincerity and peace. 

The word "Islam" in Arabic means "the submission to 
God, in peace." 
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Muhammad's (peace and blessings be upon him) 
mission began at the age of forty and departed from this world 
at the age of sixty-three. During this short period of 23 years of 
his prophcthood, he changed the complete Arabian Peninsula 
from paganism and idolatry to worship of One God, from tribal 
quarrels and wars to national solidarity and cohesion, from 
drunkenness and debauchery to sobriety and piety, from 
lawlessness and anarchy to disciplined living, from utter 
bankruptcy to the highest standards of moral excellence. 

Human history has never known such a complete 
transformation of a people or a place before or since - and 
IMAGINE all these unbelievable wonders in JUST OVER 
TWO DECADES. 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was 
nothing more or less than a human being, but he was a man 
with a noble mission, which was to unite humanity on the 
worship of ONE and ONLY ONE GOD and to teach them the 
way to honest and upright living, based on the commands of 
God. He always described himself as, 'A Servant and 
Messenger of God’ and so indeed every action of his 
proclaimed to be. 

Today after a lapse of fourteen centuries, the life and 
teachings of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
have survived without the slightest loss, alteration or 
interpolation. They offer the same undying hope for treating 
mankind's many ills, which they did when he was alive. This is 
not a claim of Mohammed's(peace and blessings be upon him) 
followers, but the inescapable conclusion forced upon by a 
critical and unbiased history. 

The least YOU can do as a thinking and concerned 
human being is to stop for a moment and ask your self: Could 
these statements sounding so extraordinary and revolutionary 
really be true? And supposing they really are true and you did 
not know this man Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, or hear about him, isn't it time you responded to this 
tremendous challenge and put in some effort to know him? 
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It will cost you nothing, but it may prove to be the 
beginning of a completely new era in your life. 

We invite you to make a discovery of this wonderful 
man, Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the like of 
whom never walked on the face of this earth. 

What Do Others Say About Him? 

Before We Begin our "A to Z of Muhammad" - Let's 
See What 12 Famous People Have Said About Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) Throughout the Centuries... 

His complete biography has been authenticated and 
circulated amongst scholars around the world starting while he 
was still alive and continuing up until today. One of the first 
examples we quote from is from the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
as it confirms: 

(Regarding Muhammad) "... a mass of detail in the 
early sources shows that he was an honest and upright man 
who had gained the respect and loyalty of others who were 
likewise honest and upright men." [Vol. 12] 

Another impressive tribute to Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him is in the very well written work of 
Michael H. Hart, "The 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential 
Persons in History." He states that the most influential person 
in all history was Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, with Jesus second. Examine his actual words: 

"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the 
world's most influential persons may surprise some readers 
and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man 
in history who was supremely successful on both the 
religious and secular level." 

[Michael H. Hart, THE 100: A RANKING OF THE 
MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSONS IN HISTORY, New York: 
Hart Publishing Company, Inc., 1978, page. 33.] 

According to the Quran, Prophet Muhammad was the 
most excellent example for all of humanity. Even non-Muslim 
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historians recognize him to be one of the most successful 
personalities in history. Read what the Reverend R. Bosworth- 
Smith wrote in "Mohammed & Mohammedanism" in 1946: 

"Head of the state as well as the Church, he was 
Caesar and Pope in one; but, he was pope without the 
pope's claims, and Caesar without the legions of Caesar, 
without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a 
palace, without a fixed revenue. If ever any man had the 
right to say that he ruled by a Right Divine, it was 
Mohammad, for he had all the power without instruments 
and without its support. He cared not for dressing of 
power. The simplicity of his private life was in keeping with 
his public life." 

While we are reviewing statements from famous non- 
Muslims about Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, consider this: 

"Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, 
conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult 
without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires 
and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards 
all standards by which human greatness may be measured, 
we may well ask, is there any man greater than he?" 

[Lamartine, HISTOIRE DE LA TURQUIE, Paris, 
1854, Vol. II, pp. 276-277.] 

And then we read what George Bernard Shaw, a 
famous writer and non-Muslim says: 

"He must be called the Savior of Humanity. I 
believe that if a man like him were to assume the 
dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in 
solving its problems in a way that would bring it much 
needed peace and happiness." 

[The Genuine Islam, Singapore, Vol. 1, No. 8, 19361 

Then we found that K. S. Ramakrishna Rao, an Indian 
(Hindu) professor of Philosophy, in his booklet "Muhammad 
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the Prophet of Islam" calls him the "perfect model for human 
life." Professor Ramakrishna Rao explains his point by saying: 

"The personality of Muhammad, it is most difficult 
to get into the whole truth of it. Only a glimpse of it I can 
catch. What a dramatic succession of picturesque scenes. 
There is Muhammad the Prophet. There is Muhammad the 
Warrior; Muhammad the Businessman; Muhammad the 
Statesman; Muhammad the Orator; Muhammad the 
Reformer; Muhammad the Refuge of Orphans; 
Muhammad the Protector of Slaves; Muhammad the 
Emancipator of Women; Muhammad the Judge; 
Muhammad the Saint. All in all these magnificent roles, in 
all these departments of human activities, he is alike a 
hero." 

What should we think about our prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, when someone with the 
worldly status such as Mahatma Gandhi, speaking on the 
character of Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
says in 'Young India’: 

"I wanted to know the best of one who holds today 
undisputed sway over the hearts of millions of mankind... I 
became more than convinced that it was not the sword that 
won a place for Islam in those days in the scheme of life. It 
was the rigid simplicity, the utter self-effacement of the 
Prophet, the scrupulous regard for his pledges, his intense 
devotion to his friends and followers, his intrepidity, his 
fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and in his own 
mission. These and not the sword carried everything before 
them and surmounted every obstacle. When I closed the 
2nd volume (of the Prophet's biography), I was sorry there 
was not more for me to read of the great life." 

English author Thomas Carlyle in his 'Heroes and Hero 
Worship', was simply amazed: 

"How one man single handedly, could weld warring 
tribes and wandering Bedouins into a most powerful and 
civilized nation in less than two decades." 
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And Diwan Chand Sharma wrote in "The Prophets of 
the East": 

"Muhammad was the soul of kindness, and his 
influence was felt and never forgotten by those around 
him" 

[D.C. Sharma, The Prophets of the East, Calcutta, 1935, 

pp. 12] 

Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, was 
nothing more or less than a human being, but he was a man 
with a noble mission, which was to unite humanity on the 
worship of ONE and ONLY ONE GOD and to teach them the 
way to honest and upright living based on the commands of 
God. He always described himself as, ’A Servant and 
Messenger of God’ and so indeed every action of his 
proclaimed to be. 

Speaking on the aspect of equality before God in Islam, 
the famous poetess of India, Sarojini Naidu says: 

"It was the first religion that preached and 
practiced democracy; for, in the mosque, when the call for 
prayer is sounded and worshippers are gathered together, 
the democracy of Islam is embodied five times a day when 
the peasant and king kneel side by side and proclaim: 'God 
Alone is Great'.,. I have been struck over and over again by 
this indivisible unity of Islam that makes man instinctively 
a brother." 

[S. Naidu, Ideals of Islam, vide Speeches & Writings, 
Madras, 1918, p. 169] 

In the words of Professor Hurgronje: 

"The league of nations founded by the prophet of 
Islam put the principle of international unity and human 
brotherhood on such universal foundations as to show 
candle to other nations." He continues, "the fact is that no 
nation of the world can show a parallel to what Islam has 
done towards the realization of the idea of the League of 
Nations." 
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Edward Gibbon and Simon Ockley, on the profession 
of ISLAM, writes in "History of the Saracen Empires": 

"I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, AND MAHOMET, AN 
APOSTLE OF GOD' is the simple and invariable profession of 
Islam. The intellectual image of the Deity has never been 
degraded by any visible idol; the honor of the Prophet have 
never transgressed the measure of human virtues; and his 
living precepts have restrained the gratitude of his disciples 
within the bounds of reason and religion." 

IHistory of the Saracen Empires, London, 1870, p. 541 
EWolfgang Goethe, perhaps the greatest European poet ever, 
wrote about Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. He said: 

"He is a prophet and not a poet and therefore his 
Koran is to be seen as Divine Law and not as a book of a 
human being, made for education or entertainment." 

[Noten und Abhandlungen zum Weststlichen Dvan, 
WA I, 7, 32] 

What Do Muslims Say? 

Considering the qualities and teachings of Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, testified to by some many 
people throughout history and even testified to by Allah 
Himself, we conclude the following to be only a partial list of 
the qualities, morals and virtues of Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. 

A. Articulate - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 

although unable to read or write throughout his entire 
life, was able to express himself in clear and decisive 
terms and in the best of classical Arabic language. 

B. Brave - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
was praised for his courage and bravery during and 
after his life by his followers and opponents alike. He 
has always been an inspiration to Muslims and even 
non-Muslims throughout the centuries. 
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C. Courteous - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, always put other people's feelings ahead of his 
own and was the most courteous of hosts and the best 
of guests wherever he went. 

D. Dedicated - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was determined to carry out his mission and 
present the message with which he had been sent, to the 
entire world. 

E. Eloquent - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, claimed he was not a poet, yet he could express 
himself in the most concise manner, using the least 
amount of words in a most classic manner. His words 
are still quoted by millions of Muslims and non- 
Muslims today everywhere. 

F. Friendly - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was noted for being the most friendly and 
considerate of all who knew him. 

G. Generous - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was most generous with his possessions and never 
wanted to keep anything if there was anyone who was 
in need. This was true of gold, silver, animals and even 
food and drink. 

H. Hospitable - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was indeed, noted to be the most gracious of hosts 
and taught his companions and followers to be the best 
of hosts to all their guests as a part of their religion. 

I. Intelligent - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, has been proclaimed by many commentators who 
have studied his life and actions, to be of the most 
intelligent of all men who ever lived. 

J. Just - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
was most fair and just in all of his dealings. Whether in 
business or in giving judgment in any matter, he 
practiced justice on all levels. 
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K. Kindness - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was kind and considerate to everyone he met. He 
tried his best to present the message of worship of the 
Creator instead of the creations to all he met in the 
kindest fashion and most considerate manner. 

L. Loving - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was the most loving toward Allah and to his 
family members, friends, companions and even those 
who did not accept his message but remained peaceful 
to him and his followers. 

M. Messenger of Mercy - Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, is proclaimed in the Quran by 
Allah, as being sent to the entire world as the "Mercy to 
all mankind and jinn." 

N. Noble - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
was the most noble and distinguished of all men. 
Everyone knew of his fine character and honorable 
background. 

O. "Oneness" - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, is most famous for his proclamation of the 
"Oneness of Allah" or monotheism (called "Tawheed" 
in Arabic). 

P. Patient - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was the most steadfast and forbearing in all of the 
trials and tests he lived through. 

Q. Quiet - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
was often very quiet and never was heard to be 
boastful, loud or obnoxious on any occasion. 

R. Resourceful - Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, was most clever and resourceful in handling 
even the most serious of difficulties and problems 
confronting him and his companions. 

S. Straightforward - Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, was known by all to speak directly to a 
subject and not twist things around in his speech. He 
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also used a minimal amount of verbiage and considered 
excessive talk to be vain and unproductive. 

T. Tactful - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was the most delicate and tactful in his dealings 
with the people. He never scratched the dignity of 
someone, even though unbelievers often insulted him 
and maligned him. 

U. Unmatched - Muhaimnad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, is known throughout the world today as the man 
who most influenced the lives of so many people 
during his own time and for all times to come. 

V. Valiant - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, gave new meaning to the word valiant and he was 
always most honorable in all of his affairs, whether 
defending the rights of orphans or preserving the honor 
of widows or fighting for those in distress. He was not 
intimidated when outnumbered in battle, nor did he turn 
away from his duties in protecting and defending the 
truth and freedom. 

W. Wali - The Arabic word, "wall" (plural is owliya)is a 
bit difficult to bring into English without some 
explanation. For this reason I decided to leave it in 
Arabic and offer from my humble understanding one of 
the most important aspects of the character and 
personality of the prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. Some say the word means; 
"protectors" and others have said "darlings" or "those in 
whom you put full trust and confide everything" like 
the Catholics might do with their priests. While still 
others simply offered the word "friends." While 
discussing this subject with one of my beloved 
teachers, Salim Morgan, he mentioned to me the 
meaning might be closer to the English word, "ally." 
This is perhaps, a lot closer in meaning because when a 
person gives their pledge of allegiance to someone he 
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or she is taking that person as a "wally" and this is 
called giving "bayah" in Arabic. Allah tells us the 
Quran not to take the Jews and Christians as "owliya" 
in place of Allah. While we understand the People of 
the Book (Jews and Christians) are the closest to us in 
faith, at the same time we are instructed here not to take 
anyone as our "confessor" or "intimate ally" or "one to 
whom we give our pledge of allegiance" in place of 
Allah or His messenger, Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. The prophet, peace and 
blessings be upon him, was the living example of the 
most trustworthy and loyal of all human beings who 
ever lived on this earth. Anything mentioned to him in 
confidence would never be divulged nor shared with 
others. And when he was put in place of authority or 
"wali" over the people, they found him to be the best of 
those to be trusted. 

X. "X" - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
could neither read nor write, not even his own name. In 
today's world he would have to use an "X" to "sign" a 
document. He used a signet ring worn on the little 
linger of his right hand to seal any documents or letters 
sent to the leaders of other lands. 

Y. Yielding - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, would yield his own desires and forego his own 
ideas in favor of whatever Allah directed him to do. 
While considering opinions from his followers, he often 
accepted their ideas over his own, preferring to yield in 
favor of others as much as possible. 

Z. Zealous - Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, was the most zealous of all the prophets of Allah, 
in carrying out his mission of "Peace through the 
submission to the Will of God." He truly was the most 
enthusiastic in regard to delivering the message with 
which he had been entrusted by Allah; the message of 
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"Laa elaha illa-allah, Muhammadar-Rasoolulah" (There 

is none worthy of worship, except Allah and 

Muhammad is the messenger of Allah). 

Alief. "AJEEB" (AMAZING) - We couldn't resist the 
chance for one more letter - even if it is the first letter of the 
Arabic alphabet ("|" alief). 

Muhammad was truly amazing in every respect. He 
delivered a message of a complete and total way of life, 
encompassing everything from the time a person wakes up 
until time to sleep and from the cradle to the grave. And if 
someone were to follow this Way of Life ("deen" in Arabic), 
they would achieve the greatest success here in this life and the 
greatest success in the Next Life as well. 

Conclusion: 

Before concluding our review of Muhammad, A to Z, it 
must be mentioned, that although Muhammad is deeply loved, 
revered and emulated by Muslims as God's final messenger, he 
is NOT the object of worship for Muslims. 

Now it is up to you. You are a rational thinking, 
concerned human being. As such, you should already be asking 
yourself: 

Could these extraordinary, revolutionary and amazing 
statements, all about this one man, really be true? What if this 
is true? 

You have read what famous writers, thinkers, poets, 
philosophers, clergy and humanitarians have said about 
Muhammad. You have seen the recordings of those who knew 
him and knew of him and what others have said, about Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 

So, the question now is, "What do you say about 
Muhammad?" 

You be the judge. 




What is it that makes people change their faith? 
Especially convert to Islam? 

History tells us clearly that many of the Jews 
and Christians of the earlier time recognized 
The Messenger Of Allah, Hazrat Muhammad, 
Peace and blessings be upon him, as stated in 
the Quran, They recognize him as they 
recognize their own sons.( Al-Baqara, 21 146) 

Yusuf Estes belonged to a deeply religious 
Christian (Protestant) family that not only 
practiced their faith but also actively participated 
in propagating it. His father was an ordained minister who built churches and 
had close ties with famous anti-Islam Christian personalities like Jimmy 
Swaggart, Jim and Tammy Fac Bakkcr, Jerry Fallwcll and the biggest enemy to 
Islam in America. Pat Robertson ...As a teenager, he wanted to visit other 
churches to learn more of their teachings and beliefs. The Baptists, Methodists. 
Episcopalians, Charismatic movements, Nazarene, Church of Christ, Church 
of God. Church of God in Christ, Full Gospel. Agape. Catholic, Presbyterian 
and many more. His research into religion did not stop with Christianity. Not at 
all. Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism. Metaphysics, Native American beliefs 
were all a part of his studies. Just about the only one that he did not look into 
seriously was "Islam". 

He became very interested in different types of music, especially Gospel and 
Classical. ...All this set him for the logical position of Music Minister in many 
of the churches that he became affiliated with over the years. 

He. along with his father, opened piano and organ stores all the way from Texas 
and Oklahoma to Florida. Fie had earned millions of dollars during those 
years. Sheik Yusuf owned expensive homes, cars, boats and at one time he even 
owned airplanes....but could not find the peace of mind that can only come 
through knowing the truth and finding the real plan of salvation. 

How did Yusuf Estes, his wife, daughters and his father, both ordained 
ministers, plus a Catholic priest, builder of Christian schools; and the children, 
even a great-grandmother - and his all family find the peace of mind? How and 
why did they all accept Islam. This Book would disclose all these secrets and 
facts to you. In Sha Allah. 

Please Check out His work at http://lslamTomrrow, or at Guide Us.Tv. 
Collect Of The Heart Touching Speeches Of Shk. Yusuf Along 

With This Book. 


A Remarkable Gift For All Those Ones Who Wish To Have The Proof 
That Islam Is The Truth 





